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Now in a thoroughly revised and updated edition, this classic text presents a
comprehensive survey of the many alternative theories that attempt to explain the
causes of interstate war. For each theory, Greg Cashman examines the arguments
and counterarguments, considers the empirical evidence and counterevidence
generated by social-science research, looks at historical applications of the
theory, and discusses the theory’s implications for restraining international
violence.

Among the questions he explores are: Are humans aggressive by nature? Do
individual differences among leaders matter? How might poor decision making
procedures lead to war? Why do leaders engage in seemingly risky and irrational
policies that end in war? Why do states with internal conflicts seem to become
entangled in wars with their neighbors? What roles do nationalism and ethnicity
play in international conflict? What kinds of countries are most likely to become
involved in war? Why have certain pairs of countries been particularly war-prone
over the centuries? Can strong states deter war? Can we find any patterns in the
way that war breaks out? How do balances of power or changes in balances of
power make war more likely? Do social scientists currently have an answer to the
question of what causes war?

Cashman examines theories of war at the individual, substate, nation-state,
dyadic, and international systems level of analysis. Written in a clear and
accessible style, this interdisciplinary text will be essential reading for all
students of international relations.
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Now in a thoroughly revised and updated edition, this classic text presents a comprehensive survey of the
many alternative theories that attempt to explain the causes of interstate war. For each theory, Greg Cashman
examines the arguments and counterarguments, considers the empirical evidence and counterevidence
generated by social-science research, looks at historical applications of the theory, and discusses the theory’s
implications for restraining international violence.

Among the questions he explores are: Are humans aggressive by nature? Do individual differences among
leaders matter? How might poor decision making procedures lead to war? Why do leaders engage in
seemingly risky and irrational policies that end in war? Why do states with internal conflicts seem to become
entangled in wars with their neighbors? What roles do nationalism and ethnicity play in international
conflict? What kinds of countries are most likely to become involved in war? Why have certain pairs of
countries been particularly war-prone over the centuries? Can strong states deter war? Can we find any
patterns in the way that war breaks out? How do balances of power or changes in balances of power make
war more likely? Do social scientists currently have an answer to the question of what causes war?

Cashman examines theories of war at the individual, substate, nation-state, dyadic, and international systems
level of analysis. Written in a clear and accessible style, this interdisciplinary text will be essential reading
for all students of international relations.
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Editorial Review

Review
Cashman takes a comprehensive look at the various factors thought to contribute to the outbreak of war.
Using a levels of analysis approach, he presents an exhaustive set of theories at the individual, substate, state,
dyadic, and international levels. Following the explanation of each theory, Cashman presents the empirical
record supporting and/or refuting the theories. In this second edition, the book has been expanded to include
the growing body of literature examining the causes of war. Further, Cashman has added more depth to the
theoretical discussions by including throughout the book case illustrations that should help pique the interest
of students. He has also added a chapter on constructivism reflecting an evolving field of study. This book
presents a most comprehensive and up-to-date assessment of literature surrounding the causes of war. It is
ideal for graduate and advanced undergraduates studying contemporary war. Summing Up: Highly
recommended. Upper-division undergraduate, graduate, research, and professional collections.  (CHOICE)

Greg Cashman thoroughly examines the validity and reliability of empirical findings and the theories of
international relations they attempt to test. He is clear, balanced, and precise. Every student of world politics
ought to own this book. (Charles F. Doran, Andrew W. Mellon Professor of International Relations, Johns
Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies)

About the Author
Greg Cashman is professor emeritus and adjunct professor in political science at Salisbury University,
Maryland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Boyd:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book What Causes War?: An
Introduction to Theories of International Conflict. All type of book could you see on many methods. You can
look for the internet options or other social media.

Hayden Roberts:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the What Causes War?: An
Introduction to Theories of International Conflict is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.



Tammy Lugo:

The actual book What Causes War?: An Introduction to Theories of International Conflict will bring
someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book What Causes War?: An
Introduction to Theories of International Conflict is much recommended to you you just read. You can also
get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

James Garza:

The book untitled What Causes War?: An Introduction to Theories of International Conflict is the book that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person.
The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
study when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You
also can get the e-book of What Causes War?: An Introduction to Theories of International Conflict from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.
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