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Anthropologists who have lost their senses write ethnographies that are often
disconnected from the worlds they seek to portray. For most anthropologists,
Stoller contends, tasteless theories are more important than the savory sauces of
ethnographic life. That they have lost the smells, sounds, and tastes of the places
they study is unfortunate for them, for their subjects, and for the discipline itself.

The Taste of Ethnographic Things describes how, through long-term participation
in the lives of the Songhay of Niger, Stoller eventually came to his senses. Taken
together, the separate chapters speak to two important and integrated issues. The
first is methodological—all the chapters demonstrate the rewards of long-term
study of a culture. The second issue is how he became truer to the Songhay
through increased sensual awareness.
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Anthropologists who have lost their senses write ethnographies that are often disconnected from the worlds
they seek to portray. For most anthropologists, Stoller contends, tasteless theories are more important than
the savory sauces of ethnographic life. That they have lost the smells, sounds, and tastes of the places they
study is unfortunate for them, for their subjects, and for the discipline itself.

The Taste of Ethnographic Things describes how, through long-term participation in the lives of the Songhay
of Niger, Stoller eventually came to his senses. Taken together, the separate chapters speak to two important
and integrated issues. The first is methodological—all the chapters demonstrate the rewards of long-term
study of a culture. The second issue is how he became truer to the Songhay through increased sensual
awareness.
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Editorial Review

Review

"An ingeniously constructed springboard for a criticism of anthropology."—African Studies Review

"This book is one of the most interesting and useful recent instances of anthropology at the crossroads. . . .
[Stoller] fluidly articulates the central tension in the discipline today."—Man

"The author succeeds in being provocative, making claims that are contrary to conventional anthropological
wisdom or have long been incorporated as basic tenants, but which are questioned afresh"—Anthropology
and Humanism

"This tantalising exploration of the anthropologist's relation to the Other provides a refreshing, optimistic and
creative outlook on the perennial dilemma of ethnographic representation. Based on more than seven years'
fieldwork amongst the Songhay of Niger, Stoller concocts an anecdotal mIlEe of sights, sounds and smells
that flavour the natives' inner world. His exegesis is a masterly example of concision and ingenuity, narrating
both mundane and extraordinary incidents that occurred during his initiation as a Songhay sorcerer—An
eminently digestible recipe of Songhay socialization, peppered with provocative musings on the
anthropological endeavour."—Journal of the Anthropological Society of Oxford

About the Author
Paul Stoller is Professor of Anthropology at West Chester University and the author of Sensuous
Scholarship, also available from the University of Pennsylvania Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deanna Christianson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Taste of Ethnographic
Things: The Senses in Anthropology (Contemporary Ethnography), you may enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout



folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Stacee Stern:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The The Taste of
Ethnographic Things: The Senses in Anthropology (Contemporary Ethnography) will give you new
experience in reading through a book.

Robert Lewis:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This guide The Taste of Ethnographic Things: The Senses in Anthropology
(Contemporary Ethnography) was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about
your technology competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how
big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many
ways to get book which you wanted.

Ryan Strausbaugh:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase
you knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to
something by book. Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these
claims The Taste of Ethnographic Things: The Senses in Anthropology (Contemporary Ethnography).
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