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#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
 
A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK OF THE YEAR
 
ONE OF THE YEAR’S BEST BOOKS
The San Francisco Chronicle • Salon • The Christian Science Monitor • AV
Club • Buzzfeed • Kirkus • NY 1 • Bustle • The Globe and Mail

Quentin Coldwater has been cast out of Fillory, the secret magical land of his
childhood dreams. With nothing left to lose he returns to where his story began,
the Brakebills Preparatory College of Magic. But he can’t hide from his past, and
it’s not long before it comes looking for him.
 
Along with Plum, a brilliant young undergraduate with a dark secret of her own,
Quentin sets out on a crooked path through a magical demimonde of gray magic
and desperate characters. But all roads lead back to Fillory, and his new life takes
him to old haunts, like Antarctica, and to buried secrets and old friends he
thought were lost forever. He uncovers the key to a sorcery masterwork, a spell
that could create magical utopia, a new Fillory—but casting it will set in motion
a chain of events that will bring Earth and Fillory crashing together. To save
them he will have to risk sacrificing everything.
 
The Magician’s Land is an intricate thriller, a fantastical epic, and an epic of love
and redemption that brings the Magicians trilogy to a magnificent conclusion,
confirming it as one of the great achievements in modern fantasy. It’s the story of
a boy becoming a man, an apprentice becoming a master, and a broken land
finally becoming whole.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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Quentin Coldwater has been cast out of Fillory, the secret magical land of his childhood dreams. With
nothing left to lose he returns to where his story began, the Brakebills Preparatory College of Magic. But he
can’t hide from his past, and it’s not long before it comes looking for him.
 
Along with Plum, a brilliant young undergraduate with a dark secret of her own, Quentin sets out on a
crooked path through a magical demimonde of gray magic and desperate characters. But all roads lead back
to Fillory, and his new life takes him to old haunts, like Antarctica, and to buried secrets and old friends he
thought were lost forever. He uncovers the key to a sorcery masterwork, a spell that could create magical
utopia, a new Fillory—but casting it will set in motion a chain of events that will bring Earth and Fillory
crashing together. To save them he will have to risk sacrificing everything.
 
The Magician’s Land is an intricate thriller, a fantastical epic, and an epic of love and redemption that brings
the Magicians trilogy to a magnificent conclusion, confirming it as one of the great achievements in modern
fantasy. It’s the story of a boy becoming a man, an apprentice becoming a master, and a broken land finally
becoming whole.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

An Amazon Best Book of the Month, August 2014: In The Magician's Land, the third book in Lev
Grossman's Magicians series, Quentin Coldwater returns as a jaded, slightly humbled, white-haired 30-year-
old whose life hasn't turned out exactly as he thought he would--exiled from both the magical land of Fillory
and then fired from the magic school Brakebills in quick succession. The series, infused with heavy doses of
Harry Potter, Chronicles of Narnia, and Lord of the Rings, used these fantasy tropes in the first two books to
explore adolescent alienation and twenty-something excess. Now, Grossman ushers the sarcastic,
pretentious, and flawed cast of magicians into a painful maturity. Traumas from their youth tinge their life
with regret, love lost doesn't stay lost, and magic--which despite making almost anything possible--doesn't
simplify the complexity of adulthood. This is a book about grown-up fantasy nerds for grown-up fantasy
nerds, but it's also a page-turner with some serious literary ambition. Adult readers longing for that lost
childhood sense of awe that can only be found in make-believe will feel it here, the best and most mature
book in the series. --Matt Kaye

From Booklist
*Starred Review* The third and concluding volume in Grossman’s epic Magicians trilogy finds former High
King Quentin ejected from the magical kingdom of Fillory and, in short order, given the boot from a too-
brief teaching stint at his old alma mater, Brakebills. What is Quentin to do? At loose ends, he joins a ragtag
group of magicians—including Plum, an expelled Brakebills student—on a quest to find a mysterious case,
contents unknown but presumed to be invaluable. Meanwhile, it appears, amid intimations of apocalypse,
that Fillory is coming to an end, and the novel’s action begins bouncing back and forth between the kingdom
and the real world, where Quentin and Plum are now living in a New York town house, with Quentin
determined to use an arcane spell to create a new magician’s land. At this point, Quentin’s former inamorata
Alice shows up; but wait! Isn’t she dead? Hmm . . . there is much more to the story, but suffice it to say that
it is endlessly fascinating and always proceeds apace. In sum, this is an absolutely brilliant fantasy filled with
memorable characters—old and new—and prodigious feats of imagination. At one point, Quentin muses,
“Magic and books: there aren’t many things more important than that.” The Magician’s Land is ineffable
proof of that claim. Fantasy fans will rejoice at its publication. --Michael Cart

Review
"Richly imagined and continually surprising. . . . The strongest book in Grossman's series. It not only offers a
satisfying conclusion to Quentin Coldwater's quests, earthly and otherwise, but also considers complex
questions about identity and selfhood as profound as they are entertaining. . . . "The Magician's Land," more
than any other book in the trilogy, wrestles with the question of humanity. . . . This is a gifted writer, and his
gifts are at their apex in "The Magician's Land.""
--Edan Lepucki, "The New York Times Book Review "
"The strength of the trilogy lies . . . in the characters, whose inner lives and frailties Grossman renders with
care and empathy. . . . Quentin['s] . . . magical journey is deeply human."
"--The New Yorker "
"[A] wonderful trilogy. . . . If the Narnia books were like catnip for a certain kind of kid, these books are like
crack for a certain kind of adult. . . . Brakebills graduates can have a hard time adjusting to life outside,
though some distract themselves by lazily meddling in world affairs (e.g., the election of 2000). Readers of
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Mr. Grossman's mesmerizing trilogy might experience the same kind of withdrawal upon finishing "The
Magician's Land." Short of wishing that a fourth book could suddenly appear by magic, there's not much we
can do about it."
--Sarah Lyall, "The New York Times "
"Grossman makes it clear in the deepening complexity and widening scope of each volume that he
understands the pleasures and perils of stories and believing in them. . . . "The Magician's Land"
triumphantly answers the essential questions at the heart of the series, about whether magic belongs to
childhood alone, whether reality trumps fantasy, even whether we have the power to shape our own lives in
an indifferent universe."
--Gwenda Bond, "The Los Angeles Times "
"A wholly satisfying and stirring conclusion to this weird and wonderful tale. . . . Relentlessly subversive
and inventive. . . . Grossman can . . . write like a magician. . . . [He] reminds us that good writing can beguile
the senses, imagination and intellect. The door at the back of the book is still there, and we can go back to
those magical lands, older and wiser, eager for the re-enchantment."
--Keith Donohue, "The Washington Post"
"A huge part of the pleasure of this trilogy in general and this volume in particular is that, even as we
consume the story just to find out what happens to Quentin, we know that we are collaborating in our own
versions of its creation, its animation. The reader gets to be a magician, too."
--Nancy Klingener, "The Miami Herald"
"[A] stirring finale to Grossman's acclaimed trilogy."
--"People"
""The Magician's Land" . . . does all the things you want in a third book: winding up everyone's stories, tying
up the loose ends -- and giving you a bit more than you bargained for. . . . Starting very early in "Magician's
Land," Grossman kicks off a series of escalating magical battles, each more fantastic, taut, and brutal than
the last, which comes to a head in the final chapters with a world-shattering Gotterdammerung scene that
stands with great war at the climax of "The Return of the King." At the same time, Grossman never loses
sight of the idea of magic as unknowable and unsystematized, a thread of Borgesian Big Weird that
culminates in a beautiful tribute to Borges himself. It's this welding together of adventure-fiction plotstuff
and introspective, moody characterization that makes this book, and the trilogy it concludes, so worthy of
your reading time, and your re-reading time.
--Cory Doctorow, "Boing Boing "
"The world of Grossman's 'Magicians' series is arrestingly original, joyful and messy. It's so vividly rendered
that it's almost disappointing to remember that it doesn't, after all, exist. The overall effect is -- well, there's
really only one word for it: It's magical."
--"Chicago Tribune"
"[A] satisfying ending to the series. . . . Saying goodbye to Quentin is bittersweet, but saying goodbye to a
Quentin who achieves some peace at last fills the farewell with a reassuring optimism for his future."
--"The Boston Globe "
"An enchanting conclusion . . . to a series that references C.S. Lewis and J.K. Rowling while remaining
refreshingly original. . . . "The Magician's Land" is that rare novel that looks at what happens after the child
prodigy grows up and has to get a job. . . . [It] features the return of a character sorely missed by both
Quentin and readers alike, as well as Grossman's trademark witty dialogue."
"--The Christian Science Monitor "
"The last (and IOHO, best) book in the hit Magicians trilogy. Savor every word."
--"Cosmopolitan"
"An explosive conclusion to Quentin Coldwater's adventures."
--"Entertainment Weekly "
"A satisfying finale to the series, while adding depth and shading to the world. . . . Grossman tells exciting
fantasy adventures, but at the same time deconstructs the fantasy, as his characters discover that even



magical wish-fulfillment is no guarantee of happiness, and even a job casting spells in a magical land is still
work."
--"A.V. Club" (A-)
"When read straight through, the Magicians trilogy reveals its lovely shape. The world of the books wraps
around itself, exposing most everything necessary by its conclusion, but occluding operations that we'll never
need to see. There's still a series of mysteries and untold tales left unknown deep inside the books."
--Choire Sicha, "The Slate Book Review "
"All lovers of Lev Grossman's first two books of The Magicians trilogy: This is the end, beautiful friend. . . .
One of the lovely things about this series is watching Quentin evolve from depressed teen to clear-eyed man.
If Grossman raises his kids with the same sympathy with which he parents his literary teen, he'll be a
smashing success. . . . Battle scenes are laid out with vivid, near-storyboard detail. There's so much
excitement as to make the temptation to race ahead a serious danger. . . . Grossman brings the story home on
a very satisfying chord. The chorus: We are all magicians. Life, like magic, gives back only as much as you
put into it. It takes hard work, it hurts, and you have to be ready to fail. But deep within us all lies the power
to enchant the world."
--Cindy Bagwell, "Dallas Morning News
"
"So you've torn through all the volumes of A Song of Ice and Fire (aka Game of Thrones), and you're a little
over the whole dystopian young-adult thing. What's an adventure-minded reader to do for a fat beach book
this August? Look no further than Lev Grossman's Magicians trilogy."
--Sara Stewart, "The New York Post "
"The very satisfying final book in [Grossman's] trilogy. . . . This third book, at turns a heist story, a
meditation on the act of creation, and an apocalyptic disaster tale, continues the adventures of main character
Quentin Coldwater. It mixes genre deconstruction with psychological realism, full of self-aware figures who
are cognizant of all the tropes of fantasy fiction, while at the same time working to fulfill those tropes or
push against them. There are great swaths of high imagination in The Magician's Land, evocative passages
that contain entire worlds. Writing, like magic, is a craft, and Grossman performs it oh so well."
--Gilbert Cruz, "NY1"
"In the smash trilogy's thrilling end, Quentin is cast out of Fillory, the enchanted realm he once ruled. But
he'll risk his life (and make dangerous allies) to save the threatened world."
--"US Weekly "
"[A] deeply satisfying finale . . . [Grossman's] characters' magical battles have a bravura all their own. . . .
The essence of being a magician, as Quentin learns to define it, could easily serve as a thumbnail description
of Grossman's art: 'the power to enchant the world.'"
--"Kirkus Reviews" (starred review)
"An absolutely brilliant fantasy filled with memorable characters--old and new--and prodigious feats of
imagination. . . . Endlessly fascinating . . . Fantasy fans will rejoice at its publication."
--"Booklist "(starred review)
"["The Magicians"] series taken as a whole brings new life and energy to the fantasy genre. The final volume
will please fans looking for action, emotion, and, ultimately, closure."
--"Library Journal"
"An elegantly written third act to Quentin's bildungsroman. . . . Fans of the trilogy will be pleased."
--"Publishers Weekly
"
"If you haven't read the first two books in Grossman's Magicians trilogy, buy them immediately and set aside
a weekend to read them straight through before you turn to "The Magician's Land." The series, which
follows a group of--you guessed it--magicians through the emotional foibles of young adulthood has been
called 'Harry Potter for adults.' But it's way more complex than that. Grossman hones in on the particularly
brutal business of being young, and then adds layer upon layer of literary allusion, creating works that are



both homages to fantasy's past and glimpses at its future."
"--The New Republic"
"Sink your mobile devices into the nearest wishing well and duct-tape your front door against gnomes,
pollsters, and other distractions. "The Magician's Land" is beckoning, and demands your full attention. Lev
Grossman proves again that the costs and consolations of creation--both of Fillory and of this conclusion to
his trilogy--are mighty forces. Quentin Coldwater, Grossman's Orpheus and his Abraham, his Yahweh and
his Puck, enchants as few other magicians can, or dare."
--Gregory Maguire, author of "Wicked "and "Egg & Spoon"
"Lev Grossman has conjured a rare creature: a trilogy that simply gets better and better as it goes along. "The
Magician's Land" is sumptuous and surprising yet deliciously familiar, a glass of rich red wine left out for a
hungry ghost. Literary perfection for those of us who grew up testing the structural integrity of the backs of
wardrobes."
--Erin Morgenstern, author of "The Night Circus"
""The Magician's Land" is a triumphant climax to the best fantasy trilogy of the decade."
--Charles Stross
"Poignant and messy, fearsome and beautiful--like a good magic spell, the final book in this trilogy is more
than the sum of its parts. Also, damn. Just some of the best magic I have read, ever."
--Maggie Stiefvater

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Hutchinson:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve The Magician's Land: A Novel
(The Magicians Book 3) will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with
you?

John Collins:

This The Magician's Land: A Novel (The Magicians Book 3) are generally reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Magician's Land: A Novel (The Magicians
Book 3) can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but
feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you
can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that
this The Magician's Land: A Novel (The Magicians Book 3) forcing you to have an enormous of experience
for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day
action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Robert Wolfe:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline The



Magician's Land: A Novel (The Magicians Book 3) suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular
writer in this era. The book untitled The Magician's Land: A Novel (The Magicians Book 3)is a single of
several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to.
The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of
this publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you
see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Nancy Herman:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the The Magician's Land: A Novel (The Magicians Book 3) when you required it?
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