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This classic history of the Korean War—from its origins through the
armistice—is now available in English for the first time. Wada Haruki, one of the
world’s leading scholars of the war, has thoroughly revised his definitive study to
incorporate new sources and debates. Drawing on archival and other primary
sources in Russia, China, the United States, South Korea, Taiwan, and Japan, the
author moves beyond national histories to provide the first comprehensive
understanding of the Korean War as an international conflict from the
perspective of all of the major actors.

Tracing the North Korean invasion of South Korea in riveting detail, Wada
provides new insights into the behavior of Joseph Stalin, Mao Zedong, Harry
Truman, Kim Il Sung, and Syngman Rhee. He also provides new insights into the
behavior of leaders and diplomats in Korea, China, Russia, and Eastern Europe
and their rivals in other nations. He traces the course of the war from its origins
in the failed attempts of both North and South Korean leaders to unify their
country by force, ultimately escalating into a Sino-American war on the Korean
Peninsula.

Although sixty years have passed since the armistice, the Korean conflict has
never really ended. Tensions remain high on the peninsula as Washington,
Beijing, and Pyongyang, as well as Seoul and Pyongyang, face off. With rising
international conflicts in East Asia, it is even more timely now to address the
origins of the Korean War, the nature of the confrontation, and the ways in which
it continues to shape the geopolitical landscape of Northeast Asia and the
Western Pacific. With his unmatched ability to draw on sources from every
country involved, Wada paints a rich and full portrait of a conflict that continues
to generate controversy.
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This classic history of the Korean War—from its origins through the armistice—is now available in English
for the first time. Wada Haruki, one of the world’s leading scholars of the war, has thoroughly revised his
definitive study to incorporate new sources and debates. Drawing on archival and other primary sources in
Russia, China, the United States, South Korea, Taiwan, and Japan, the author moves beyond national
histories to provide the first comprehensive understanding of the Korean War as an international conflict
from the perspective of all of the major actors.

Tracing the North Korean invasion of South Korea in riveting detail, Wada provides new insights into the
behavior of Joseph Stalin, Mao Zedong, Harry Truman, Kim Il Sung, and Syngman Rhee. He also provides
new insights into the behavior of leaders and diplomats in Korea, China, Russia, and Eastern Europe and
their rivals in other nations. He traces the course of the war from its origins in the failed attempts of both
North and South Korean leaders to unify their country by force, ultimately escalating into a Sino-American
war on the Korean Peninsula.

Although sixty years have passed since the armistice, the Korean conflict has never really ended. Tensions
remain high on the peninsula as Washington, Beijing, and Pyongyang, as well as Seoul and Pyongyang, face
off. With rising international conflicts in East Asia, it is even more timely now to address the origins of the
Korean War, the nature of the confrontation, and the ways in which it continues to shape the geopolitical
landscape of Northeast Asia and the Western Pacific. With his unmatched ability to draw on sources from
every country involved, Wada paints a rich and full portrait of a conflict that continues to generate
controversy.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Western historians often view the Korean War through the prism of the Cold War, which
can reduce Koreans, north and south, into players and pawns in a much larger chessboard. This excellent
work by a Japanese historian reminds readers that it was Koreans who bore the brunt of the suffering,
fighting, and dying. In its origins and in the initial phase of the Korean conflict, it was a civil war, triggered
by the ambitions of two contemptible leaders. In the North, Kim Il Sung had already begun imposing a
brutal, totalitarian regime. In the south, Syngman Rhee, proclaimed by some Americans as a democratic
champion, was a highly authoritarian and inflexible politician. Both men were determined to unite their
nation by military force. Following the North Korean invasion and the American intervention, the war was
internationalized, and Wada Haruki eloquently recounts the roles played by political and military leaders on
both sides. His description of the peace negotiations is particularly riveting as American negotiators were as
frustrated by their South Korean allies as they were by their opponents. This fine rendering of the conflict
provides an important perspective on an unresolved war. --Jay Freeman

Review
Western historians often view the Korean War through the prism of the Cold War, which can reduce
Koreans, north and south, into players and pawns in a much larger chessboard. This excellent work by a
Japanese historian reminds readers that it was Koreans who bore the brunt of the suffering, fighting, and
dying. In its origins and in the initial phase of the Korean conflict, it was a civil war, triggered by the
ambitions of two contemptible 'leaders.' In the North, Kim Il Sung had already begun imposing a brutal,
totalitarian regime. In the south, Syngman Rhee, proclaimed by some Americans as a democratic champion,
was a highly authoritarian and inflexible politician. Both men were determined to unite their nation by
military force. Following the North Korean invasion and the American intervention, the war was
internationalized, and [Wada] eloquently recounts the roles played by political and military leaders on both
sides. His description of the peace negotiations is particularly riveting as American negotiators were as
frustrated by their South Korean allies as they were by their opponents. This fine rendering of the conflict
provides an important perspective on an unresolved war. (Booklist, Starred Review)

Haruki has published works on Russian history as well as North Korea, thus bringing strong credentials to
this well-researched, dispassionate book. For years, left-wing historians have viewed the Korean Conflict as
a civil war that the US should have avoided. Using recently released Russian documents, the author
demonstrates that the Korean Conflict was Stalin's war. This work is noteworthy chiefly for the perspectives
of the combatant leaders–Joseph Stalin, Mao Zedong, Kim Il Sung, Harry Truman, and Syngman Rhee. The
emphasis thus is on the war's political and diplomatic history, with just brief reference to the military. It is
truly excellent in showing the effects of the war, clearly demonstrating that the chief beneficiaries were
Japan and Taiwan; both reaped rewards politically and economically at no cost to themselves. Extensive
documentation, a recent bibliography, a good index, and adequate maps are strengths. . . .[T]his book
belongs with other classic works on the conflict, such as Max Hastings's The Korean War and Bruce
Cumings's The Korean War: A History (2010). Summing Up: Essential. Upper-division undergraduates and
above. (CHOICE)

The best comprehensive history in any language on North Korea and its wartime relations with China, the
Soviet Union, and the United States. (Charles K. Armstrong, Columbia University)

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Wada Haruki is perhaps the only scholar in the world today who is capable of writing a book on the Korean
War as extraordinary as this one. Its strength is reflected not only in his extensive multi-archival
research—Chinese, Russian, American, Korean, and Japanese—but also in his insightful perspectives on war
and scholarly debates. English-speaking readers will benefit from his thoughtful and thorough analysis of the
complicated origins, tortuous processes, and profound legacies of the first major hot war during the Cold
War. (Jian Chen, New York University/NYU-Shanghai)

Wada Haruki, the doyen of international history in Japan, presents an engrossing new take on the Korean
War, based on his reading of Korean, Russian, and Chinese as well as U.S. and Japanese sources. Wada's
book is an outstanding addition to the literature on the war and a useful corrective to the many accounts that
focus primarily on the American role. (O. A. Westad, London School of Economics)

About the Author
Wada Haruki is professor emeritus and former director of the Institute of Social Science, University of
Tokyo. He studies modern Russian history and contemporary Korea. He is the author of Russia as the
Problem of World History, Socialism as History, Kim Il Sung and the Anti-Japanese War in Manchuria,
North Korea: Guerrilla Unit State Today, The Russo-Japanese War: Its Origins and the Beginning, and The
Contemporary History of North Korea.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Connell:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of various ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The
Korean War: An International History (Asia/Pacific/Perspectives), it is possible to tells your family, friends
as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Loren Benton:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Korean War: An International History
(Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism The Korean War: An
International History (Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) as good book not merely by the cover but also with the
content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing one more
sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have
to listening to yet another sixth sense.



Ernesto Harrell:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a lot of
information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have read. If
you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The The Korean
War: An International History (Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) will give you a new experience in reading through
a book.

Patrick Austin:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Korean War: An
International History (Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's view.
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