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In this groundbreaking study, Michael Willis examines how the gods of early
Hinduism came to be established in temples, how their cults were organized, and
how the ruling elite supported their worship. Examining the emergence of these
key historical developments in the fourth and fifth centuries, Willis combines
Sanskrit textual evidence with archaeological data from inscriptions, sculptures,
temples, and sacred sites. The centre-piece of this study is Udayagiri in central
India, the only surviving imperial site of the Gupta dynasty. Through a judicious
use of landscape archaeology and archaeo-astronomy, Willis reconstructs how
Udayagiri was connected to the Festival of the Rainy Season and the Royal
Consecration. Under Gupta patronage, these rituals were integrated into the cult
of Vishnu, a deity regarded as the source of creation and of cosmic time. As
special devotees of Vishnu, the Gupta kings used Udayagiri to advertise their
unique devotional relationship with him. Through his meticulous study of the
site, its sculptures and its inscriptions, Willis shows how the Guptas presented
themselves as universal sovereigns and how they advanced new systems of
religious patronage that shaped the world of medieval India.
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In this groundbreaking study, Michael Willis examines how the gods of early Hinduism came to be
established in temples, how their cults were organized, and how the ruling elite supported their worship.
Examining the emergence of these key historical developments in the fourth and fifth centuries, Willis
combines Sanskrit textual evidence with archaeological data from inscriptions, sculptures, temples, and
sacred sites. The centre-piece of this study is Udayagiri in central India, the only surviving imperial site of
the Gupta dynasty. Through a judicious use of landscape archaeology and archaeo-astronomy, Willis
reconstructs how Udayagiri was connected to the Festival of the Rainy Season and the Royal Consecration.
Under Gupta patronage, these rituals were integrated into the cult of Vishnu, a deity regarded as the source
of creation and of cosmic time. As special devotees of Vishnu, the Gupta kings used Udayagiri to advertise
their unique devotional relationship with him. Through his meticulous study of the site, its sculptures and its
inscriptions, Willis shows how the Guptas presented themselves as universal sovereigns and how they
advanced new systems of religious patronage that shaped the world of medieval India.
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Editorial Review

Review
"...this will be an essential study for all scholars interested in the historical development of medieval Indic
temple religion." -John E. Cort, Religious Studies Review

About the Author
Michael Willis is curator of the early South Asian and Himalayan collections at the British Museum. A
Fellow of the Royal Asiatic Society and an Honorary Research Fellow at Cardiff University, he is the author
of The Temples of Gopaksetra and Buddhist Reliquaries from Ancient India.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ashley Williams:

In other case, little individuals like to read book The Archaeology of Hindu Ritual: Temples and the
Establishment of the Gods. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know
about how is important a new book The Archaeology of Hindu Ritual: Temples and the Establishment of the
Gods. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we
can open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored
stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

James Robinson:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Archaeology of Hindu Ritual: Temples
and the Establishment of the Gods book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data
in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Margaret Ochoa:

This The Archaeology of Hindu Ritual: Temples and the Establishment of the Gods is great e-book for you
because the content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can claim
no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having The Archaeology of Hindu Ritual: Temples and the Establishment of the Gods



in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book
that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly
good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Bruce Davis:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more treasured than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of
several books in the top list in your reading list is definitely The Archaeology of Hindu Ritual: Temples and
the Establishment of the Gods. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you
closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many
advantages.
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