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Politics and Suicide argues that whilst the historical lineage of suicidal politics is
recognised, the fundamental significance of autodestruction to the political
remains under examined. It contends that practices like suicide-bombing do not
simply embody a strange or abnormal ‘suicidal’ articulation of the political, but
rather, that the existence of suicidal politics tells us something fundamental about
the political as such and thinking about political violence more broadly.

Recent world events have emphatically shown our need for tools with which to
develop better understandings of the politics of suicide. Through the exploration
of several arresting case-studies, including the ‘Kamikaze’ bombers of World
War Two, Jan Palach’s self-immolation in 1969, Cold War nuclear deterrence,
and the suicide-terrorist attacks of 9/11 Michelsen asks how we might talk of a
political suicide in any of these contexts. The book charts how political processes
‘go suicidal’, and asks how we might still consider them to be political in such a
case. It investigates how suicide can function as ‘politics’.

A strong contribution to the fields of philosophy and international relations
theory, this work will also be of interest to students and scholars of political
theory and terrorism & political violence.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Nicholas Michelsen is Lecturer in International Relations Theory in the Department of War Studies at 
King's College London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Hector Naranjo:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled
Politics and Suicide: The philosophy of political self-destruction (Interventions)? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Jim Weigel:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be smart
in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Politics and Suicide: The
philosophy of political self-destruction (Interventions) book because book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Dale Randolph:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Politics and Suicide: The philosophy of
political self-destruction (Interventions), you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still
need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy
it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.



Marcia Ogburn:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know everything
we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year had been exactly
added. This reserve Politics and Suicide: The philosophy of political self-destruction (Interventions) was
filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence.
Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you
can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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