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The late Harry M. Caudill saw the land and people of Appalachia with an
unflinching eye. His classic, Night Comes to the Cumberlands, follows the long
road traveled by the Southern mountaineer.
His biography of the Cumberland Plateau begins in the violence of Indian wars
and ends in the economic despair of the 1950s and 1960s. Two hundred years
ago, the plateau was a land of promise. The deep, twisting valleys contained rich
bottomlands; the mountainsides, teeming with game, produced mighty timber.
Some of the people who settled this land in the eighteenth century may have
come from the slums of England, but they became intrepid explorers like Simon
Kenton and Jim Bridger. They lived by scratch farming, hunting , and making
moonshine whiskey. The Civil War ravaged their land, leaving in its wake a
legacy of hate which erupted in the great Kentucky mountain feuds and
continued in the "Moonshine Wars" of the Prohibition era.
In the late nineteenth century, the coal men came into the isolated valleys and
easily persuaded the mountaineers to sign away their mineral rights for pitifully
smalls sums. The countryside was then systematically plundered in what
constitutes one of the ugliest eras of exploitation in American history.
At the time it was written, Night Comes to the Cumberlands framed an urgent
appeal to the American conscience. Today it details Appalachia's difficult past,
and, at the same time, presents an accurate historical backdrop for a
contemporary understanding of the Appalachian region that Harry M. Caudill
loved so dearly and served so well.
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The late Harry M. Caudill saw the land and people of Appalachia with an unflinching eye. His classic, Night
Comes to the Cumberlands, follows the long road traveled by the Southern mountaineer.
His biography of the Cumberland Plateau begins in the violence of Indian wars and ends in the economic
despair of the 1950s and 1960s. Two hundred years ago, the plateau was a land of promise. The deep,
twisting valleys contained rich bottomlands; the mountainsides, teeming with game, produced mighty timber.
Some of the people who settled this land in the eighteenth century may have come from the slums of
England, but they became intrepid explorers like Simon Kenton and Jim Bridger. They lived by scratch
farming, hunting , and making moonshine whiskey. The Civil War ravaged their land, leaving in its wake a
legacy of hate which erupted in the great Kentucky mountain feuds and continued in the "Moonshine Wars"
of the Prohibition era.
In the late nineteenth century, the coal men came into the isolated valleys and easily persuaded the
mountaineers to sign away their mineral rights for pitifully smalls sums. The countryside was then
systematically plundered in what constitutes one of the ugliest eras of exploitation in American history.
At the time it was written, Night Comes to the Cumberlands framed an urgent appeal to the American
conscience. Today it details Appalachia's difficult past, and, at the same time, presents an accurate historical
backdrop for a contemporary understanding of the Appalachian region that Harry M. Caudill loved so dearly
and served so well.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kelly Watson:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster.
And you have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that
question simply because just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is right. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Night Comes to the Cumberlands
to read.

Dorothy Whisler:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this Night Comes to
the Cumberlands.

Homer Douglas:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Night Comes to the Cumberlands e-
book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Night Comes to the
Cumberlands as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can
break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.

Pedro Murray:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some



people likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Night Comes to the Cumberlands or maybe
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read
more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping
them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Night Comes to
the Cumberlands to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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