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“My ideas of romance came from the movies,” said Woody Allen, and it is to the
movies—as well as to novels, advice columns, and self-help books—that David
Shumway turns for his history of modern love.

Modern Love argues that a crisis in the meaning and experience of marriage
emerged when it lost its institutional function of controlling the distribution of
property, and instead came to be seen as a locus for feelings of desire,
togetherness, and loss. Over the course of the twentieth century, partly in
response to this crisis, a new language of love—“intimacy”—emerged, not so
much replacing but rather coexisting with the earlier language of “romance.”

Reading a wide range of texts, from early twentieth-century advice columns and
their late twentieth-century antecedent, the relationship self-help book, to
Hollywood screwball comedies, and from the “relationship films” of Woody
Allen and his successors to contemporary realist novels about marriages,
Shumway argues that the kinds of stories the culture has told itself have changed.
Part layperson’s history of marriage and romance, part meditation on intimacy
itself, Modern Love will be both amusing and interesting to almost anyone who
thinks about relationships (and who doesn’t?).
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“My ideas of romance came from the movies,” said Woody Allen, and it is to the movies—as well as to
novels, advice columns, and self-help books—that David Shumway turns for his history of modern love.

Modern Love argues that a crisis in the meaning and experience of marriage emerged when it lost its
institutional function of controlling the distribution of property, and instead came to be seen as a locus for
feelings of desire, togetherness, and loss. Over the course of the twentieth century, partly in response to this
crisis, a new language of love—“intimacy”—emerged, not so much replacing but rather coexisting with the
earlier language of “romance.”

Reading a wide range of texts, from early twentieth-century advice columns and their late twentieth-century
antecedent, the relationship self-help book, to Hollywood screwball comedies, and from the “relationship
films” of Woody Allen and his successors to contemporary realist novels about marriages, Shumway argues
that the kinds of stories the culture has told itself have changed. Part layperson’s history of marriage and
romance, part meditation on intimacy itself, Modern Love will be both amusing and interesting to almost
anyone who thinks about relationships (and who doesn’t?).
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Editorial Review

Review

“Fascinating and timely.”
-Intams Review

“A wide-ranging and beautifully dialectical analysis of the modern discourses on love and intimacy. David
Shumway overturns some of the usual assumptions about romantic love and, in the process makes original,
often surprising observations about literature, movies, pop music, self-help books, and a variety of other
texts. Modern Love is a pleasure to read, and it contributes significantly to our understanding of modernity.”
-James Naremore,Indiana University

“A cultural study of love and marriage in fiction and film rather than a history of recent marriage, Modern
Love illuminates the complexities of an important recent development in American marital ideals.”
-The Journal of American History

“An extremely valuable contribution to the history of that supposedly timeless ideal, the intimate
relationship.”
-Elizabeth Freeman,author of The Wedding Complex

“An extremely valuable contribution to the history of that supposedly timeless ideal, the intimate
relationship.”
-Elizabeth Freeman,author of The Wedding Complex

About the Author

David Shumway is Professor of English and Literary and Cultural Studies at Carnegie Mellon University,
and author of Michel Foucault, among others.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Leonard Santiago:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question
because just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Modern Love: Romance,
Intimacy, and the Marriage Crisis to read.

Betty Bowers:

This Modern Love: Romance, Intimacy, and the Marriage Crisis are generally reliable for you who want to
be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this Modern Love: Romance, Intimacy, and the
Marriage Crisis can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge.
This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout
the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Modern Love: Romance, Intimacy, and the Marriage Crisis
forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking
that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Carmen Hamm:

This book untitled Modern Love: Romance, Intimacy, and the Marriage Crisis to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto
it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Andrew McConnell:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. With
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Modern Love: Romance, Intimacy, and the Marriage Crisis when you necessary it?
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