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Someone at Stallery Mansion is changing the world. At first, only small details,
but the changes get bigger and bigger. It's up to Conrad, a twelve-year-old with
terrible karma who's just joined the mansion's staff, to find out who is behind it.

But he's not the only one snooping around. His fellow servant-in-training,
Christopher Chant, is charming, confident, and from another world, with a
mission of his own -- rescuing his friend, lost in an alternate Stallery Mansion.
Can they save the day before Conrad's awful fate catches up with them?
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Devotees of The Chrestomanci Quartet and Mixed Magics will pounce on this sixth title in the series by
Diana Wynne Jones, whose reputation as a fantasy writer is also enhanced by Archer’s Goon and Howl’s
Moving Castle (soon to be an animated film). In this Chrestomanci tale, the nine-lived enchanter
Christopher, who fans will remember from other books, appears as a dapper and self-possessed 15-year-old,
and the narrator is young Conrad Tesdinic, who at the age of twelve has just finished school in the mountain
village of Stallchester in the English Alps. He yearns to go on to Stall High, but his tight-fisted Uncle Alfred
has other plans. With the help of magical spells and a story of bad karma, he intimidates Conrad into going
off to serve on the staff at Stallery Mansion, burdened with a secret about an unknown person he must kill.
Conrad makes the best of his new life, especially after he meets his elegant new roommate Christopher, who
is, he explains, the heir in a different time level to the job of Chrestomanci, an enchanter appointed by the
government to control the use of magic. Conrad joins him in his desperate search for his friend Millie, who
has vanished from a parallel time track. Amusing scenes of life below stairs in the highly stratified servants’
quarters alternate with the boys’ strange adventures as they seek through other realities within the castle on
their day off, glimpsing Millie but never able to reach her. With Wynne Jones’ characteristic skill at plotting,
the finale is a whirlwind of revealed alter-identities and just desserts for villains, ending with as many
satisfying romantic pairings as a Shakespeare comedy. (Ages 10-13) --Patty Campbell

From School Library Journal
Grade 6-10–Jones is a master of British fantasies that are hilariously droll and totally heartfelt at the same
time. This is a new novel in the series that began with Charmed Life and The Lives of Christopher Chant
(both 1998, HarperCollins), the story of how Christopher, the "nine-lifed enchanter" who regulates the uses
of magic throughout 12 sets of alternate worlds, began his career. This book introduces Conrad Tesdinic, a
boy who lives in one of the Series Seven worlds and has been told throughout his youth that he has bad luck,
an Evil Fate, bad karma. When he graduates from lower school at the age of 12, his magician uncle reveals
that Conrad's black Fate has been caused by his failure to kill a depraved evildoer in a previous life. The
reincarnated evildoer, he is told, dwells in nearby Stallery Mansion, which generates so much magic that no
one living nearby gets any TV reception. Conrad must take a job as a servant at the mansion and kill the
villain, whose identity he must discover. Once hired, he meets his roommate and fellow servant, a smug,
handsome young man named–aha!–Christopher. Almost all the players–including Conrad–conceal their true
identities as they dash from one alternate Stallery Mansion to another, solving several interlocking mysteries.
This witty, satisfying story can be read on its own, but is much richer when read as part of the series. It's a
must for all Jones fans.–Walter Minkel, New York Public Library
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Gr. 5-8. Twelve-year-old Conrad is convinced by his magician uncle that his bad luck is the result of his
failure to put an end to someone in his past life, as required by the Lords of Karma. To atone for his mistake
and to save his own life, Conrad reluctantly applies for a job at the mysterious Stallery Mansion, where he
must find and dispose of someone he doesn't know. At the mansion, he meets Christopher. Although
Christopher is quite maddening, he's full of ideas and surprises, and Conrad eventually learns that he has
traveled from a parallel universe in search of a missing friend. The two boys explore the mansion, which
slips in and out of various universes, while they try to discover who is working the alarming magic that is
threatening to destroy Conrad's universe. The latest in Jones' Chrestomanci series, this funny fantasy romp is

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


as antic and farcical as the preceding books, and is sure to be appreciated by the series' fans. Sally Estes
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gail Tate:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is
this Conrad's Fate (Chronicles of Chrestomanci Book 5).

Barbara Erickson:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of
activity have you got when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably
unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending
your spare time, the actual book you have read is usually Conrad's Fate (Chronicles of Chrestomanci Book
5).

Timothy Reed:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled Conrad's
Fate (Chronicles of Chrestomanci Book 5) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word
written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The
Conrad's Fate (Chronicles of Chrestomanci Book 5) giving you another experience more than blown away
your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at
it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Lloyd Schuler:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to



can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Conrad's Fate (Chronicles of Chrestomanci Book 5) can make you sense more interested to
read.
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