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A classic tale by Newbery Medalist Kate DiCamillo, America's beloved
storyteller.

One summer’s day, ten-year-old India Opal Buloni goes down to the local
supermarket for some groceries – and comes home with a dog. But Winn-Dixie is
no ordinary dog. It’s because of Winn-Dixie that Opal begins to make friends.
And it’s because of Winn-Dixie that she finally dares to ask her father about her
mother, who left when Opal was three. In fact, as Opal admits, just about
everything that happens that summer is because of Winn-Dixie. Featuring a new
cover illustration by E. B. Lewis.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Because of Winn-Dixie, a big, ugly, happy dog, 10-year-old Opal learns 10 things about her long-gone
mother from her preacher father. Because of Winn-Dixie, Opal makes new friends among the somewhat
unusual residents of her new hometown, Naomi, Florida. Because of Winn-Dixie, Opal begins to find her
place in the world and let go of some of the sadness left by her mother's abandonment seven years earlier.

With her newly adopted, goofy pooch at her side, Opal explores her bittersweet world and learns to listen to
other people's lives. This warm and winning book hosts an unforgettable cast of characters, including a
librarian who fought off a bear with a copy of War and Peace, an ex-con pet-store clerk who plays sweet
music to his animal charges, and the neighborhood "witch," a nearly blind woman who sees with her heart.
Part Frankie (The Member of the Wedding), part Scout (To Kill a Mockingbird), Opal brings her own unique
and wonderful voice to a story of friendship, loneliness, and acceptance. Opal's down-home charm and dead-
on honesty will earn her friends and fans far beyond the confines of Naomi, Florida. (Ages 9 and older) --
Emilie Coulter

From Publishers Weekly
DiCamillo's debut novel, a 2001 Newbery Honor Book, percolates with heartfelt emotion and eccentric
Southern color as superbly performed by Tony Award-winning actress Jones. Ten-year-old Opal, lonely in
the Florida town where she has just moved with her preacher father, instantly takes a shine to a scraggly
stray dog she encounters in the local Winn-Dixie supermarket. The pooch, named for their meeting place,
becomes a trusted companion with whom Opal can share her thoughts and fears, and her hurt, confused
feelings about the mother who left the family when Opal was three. Winn-Dixie is soon helping Opal in
other ways, too. The dog's "smile" and sweet temperament act as ice breakers that allow Opal to meet a
whole new group of friends who grow to be an unusual extended family. Jones imbues her depiction of Opal
with a tone of youthful, hopeful wonder and skillfully transforms her voice to distinguish the other older,
life-weathered characters. A Tennessee native, she never sounds hokey as she adopts a Southern accent, and
she effortlessly slips into a compelling storytelling rhythm. This is a top-notch treatment of an award-
winning tale. Ages 8-up.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal

Gr 4-6-In this audio version of Kate DiCamillo's Newbery Honor book (Candlewick, 2000), ten-year-old
Opal Buloni's life is changed for the better when she takes in a stray dog she finds running wild in a grocery
store. With Winn-Dixie (named after the store she found him in) by her side, Opal starts to make friends in
the small town of Naomi, Florida where she has recently moved. More importantly, she is able to come to
terms with her feelings about her mother who abandoned her years earlier. Performed by Tony award-
winning actress Cherry Jones, this is one of the few audio books that actually transcends the book itself. The
story is presented through Opal's first person point of view, and Cherry Jones becomes southern-twanged
Opal, sharing the story of her first summer in Naomi. Jones' seamless performance is honest and believable,
and she pulls listeners in like a master storyteller. This great production of an award-winning book definitely
belongs in every library audio collection.

Lori Craft, Itasca Community Library, IL



Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Brown:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take Because of Winn-Dixie as the daily resource information.

Roman Leonard:

The particular book Because of Winn-Dixie will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The
author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very
appropriate to you. The book Because of Winn-Dixie is much recommended to you you just read. You can
also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Douglas Brownlee:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Because of Winn-Dixie why because the fantastic cover that
make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic
as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Norma Barnes:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the
top checklist in your reading list is Because of Winn-Dixie. This book which is qualified as The Hungry
Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you
can get many advantages.
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