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Now in its eighth printing, Frank X Walker's pathbreaking book of poems
Affrilachia is a classic of Appalachian and African-American literature. Walker
created the word "Affrilachia" to help make visible the experience of African-
Americans living in the rural and Appalachian South. The book is widely used in
classrooms and is one of the foundational works of the Affrilachian Poets, a
community of writers offering fresh ways to think about diversity in the
Appalachian region and beyond.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Finally, a gathering of words that fiercely speaks to what it truly means to grow up African-American in
Appalachia. These are not stories of those of us transplanted conveniently into the territory for whatever
reason. These poem-stories are from a native Affrilachian heart, more specifically, from the man who first
created the word in order to define and not be rendered invisible. This personal poetic narrative is a historic
valuable offering, one man's unapologetic truth, granting us an eagle eye view into what it means to be
young, Black, artistic, and male in America as one century comes to an end and another begins. His poetry
looks you in the eye, in plain-spoken unembellished, heartfelt language. Anyone who knows about the
human heart and human nature can read it." --Nikky Finney, author of Head Off & Split (Triquarterly),
winner of the 2011 National Book Award for Poetry

"The poems in Affrilachia are funny and sad, tragic and hopeful, angry and determined, and as filled with
generosity and love as poetry by any American writer in a generation. This book is powerful and beautiful. It
is honest and true." --Gurney Norman, author of Ancient Creek: A Folktale, Kinfolks, and Divine Right's Trip

About the Author
Frank X Walker is a native of Danville, Kentucky. He is cofounder of the Affrilachian Poets, a group of
African-American writers whose work addresses themes of race, family, place, social justice, and identity in
the Appalachian South. He is Professor of English at the University of Kentucky.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Statues of Liberty

mamma scrubbed rich white porcelain and hard wood floors on her hands and knees hid her pretty face and
body in sack dresses and aunt jemima scarves from predators who assumed for a few extra dollars before
christmas in dark kitchen pantries they could unwrap her present

aunt helen, her sister took in miss emereen's laundry every Saturday morning sent it back hand washed, air
dried, starched ironed, folded and cleaner than any professional service she waited patiently for her good
white woman to die and make good on her promise to leave her a little something only to leave her first

aunt bertha, the eldest exported her maternal skills to suburbia to provide surrogate attention to children of
money and privilege and spent every other moment preaching about the richness of the afterlife before the
undertaker took her to see for herself

housekeepers washer women maids a whole generation of portable day care centers traded their days for
dimes allowing other women the freedom to shop and sunbathe the opportunity to school or work

this curse-swallowing sorority dodged dicks and bosses before postwar women punched clocks they birthed
civil and human rights gave the women's movement legs sacrificed their then to pave the way for a NOW
their hard-earned pennies sent us off to college and into the world our success is their reward we are their
monuments but they are our statues of liberty

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Beverly McKeever:

The book Affrilachia: Poems by Frank X Walker can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Affrilachia: Poems by Frank X
Walker? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many details for
us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you
take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Affrilachia: Poems by
Frank X Walker has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can seem the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Shannon Blackshear:

The feeling that you get from Affrilachia: Poems by Frank X Walker is a more deep you rooting the
information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to comprehend but Affrilachia: Poems by Frank X Walker giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having this particular Affrilachia: Poems by Frank X Walker
instantly.

Candice Foushee:

Precisely why? Because this Affrilachia: Poems by Frank X Walker is an unordinary book that the inside of
the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this
book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such incredible way makes the content
inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking method.
So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Mary Otter:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Affrilachia: Poems by Frank X Walker or
others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to
read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications
are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes
Affrilachia: Poems by Frank X Walker to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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