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Singapore's economic miracle has been sold as a great success story to the world.
This bustling city-state has been billed as a highly competitive, cutting-edge
society where efficiency reigns. Singapore is regularly ranked as one of the
world's most competitive, economically free and transparent states and a first
class venue for global business. Singapore is also seen as a developed and
wealthy country that has delivered a secure an affluent lifestyle for its citizens
equal to anything in the West. The island's per capita income matches that of
most Western countries and its housing, health and retirement schemes are
widely praised. Such claims are rigorously examined in The Singapore Miracle,
Myth and Reality. How much are they myth and how much reality? Do they give
Singapore the right to see itself as a role model for developing countries? Or is
the Singapore model severely flawed? Could Singapore become another Japan?
The book considers all these questions.
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Singapore's economic miracle has been sold as a great success story to the world. This bustling city-state has
been billed as a highly competitive, cutting-edge society where efficiency reigns. Singapore is regularly
ranked as one of the world's most competitive, economically free and transparent states and a first class
venue for global business. Singapore is also seen as a developed and wealthy country that has delivered a
secure an affluent lifestyle for its citizens equal to anything in the West. The island's per capita income
matches that of most Western countries and its housing, health and retirement schemes are widely praised.
Such claims are rigorously examined in The Singapore Miracle, Myth and Reality. How much are they myth
and how much reality? Do they give Singapore the right to see itself as a role model for developing
countries? Or is the Singapore model severely flawed? Could Singapore become another Japan? The book
considers all these questions.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Having lived and worked in Singapore for ten years Australian writer and ex-journalist Rodney King has
been able to observe this bustling city-state and its people at close hand. His lived experience of Singapore
made him to question many of its nation-building claims and prompted him to write The Singapore Miracle,
Myth and Reality. He was tired of reading accounts condemning Singapore’s authoritarian rule while mostly
ignoring its equally dubious assertions about being a super-efficient cutting-edge society that had delivered
the good life to the average Singaporean. His extensive experience of Singapore often showed the opposite.
Predictably his criticisms of Singapore have evoked strong reactions from Singaporeans especially. While
some have praised King others have vilified him. Pro-government bloggers regularly snipe at him calling
him by such terms as “white trash”. The Singapore government though has not officially reacted to his
writings. He was allowed back into Singapore in November 2008 after the first edition of the book had
appeared which was only sold in about three of the island’s bookstores. No other bookshops would sell it.
However, no Singaporean bookshop at all dares to sell King’s book of satirical cartoons of its founding
leader Lee Kuan Yew (Harry Lee Kuan Yew – A Pictorial Account of His Life and Times). Perhaps that’s
understandable. While alive Lee hated being laughed at and took strong action against cartoonists who tried
to ridicule him or his government. King felt though that Lee and his son Lee Hsien Loong, Singapore’s
current prime minister, were long overdue for some lampooning. Other books written by King are Armed
Revolution (1990) and Your Guide to Investment Trading, with Special Reference to Singapore and
Malaysia (1996 and 1998)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pam Wright:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you do?
Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly because just their can do
which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on
pre-school until university need this specific The Singapore Miracle: Myth and Reality to read.

Lourdes Tyner:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really
feel happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the The Singapore Miracle:
Myth and Reality is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.



Christopher Pruett:

This The Singapore Miracle: Myth and Reality is great book for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it
info accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read
it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but
hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Singapore Miracle: Myth and
Reality in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that
no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So ,
this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Russell Diamond:

Beside this specific The Singapore Miracle: Myth and Reality in your phone, it might give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The
Singapore Miracle: Myth and Reality because this book offers for your requirements readable information.
Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to
happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from right
now!
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