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In The Mushroom in Christian Art, author John A. Rush uses an artistic motif to
define the nature of Christian art, establish the identity of Jesus, and expose the
motive for his murder. Covering Christian art from 200 CE (common era) to the
present, the author reveals that Jesus, the Teacher of Righteousness mentioned in
the Dead Sea Scrolls, is a personification of the Holy Mushroom, Amanita
muscaria. The mushroom, Rush argues, symbolizes numerous mind-altering
substances—psychoactive mushrooms, cannabis, henbane, and mandrake—used
by the early, more experimentally minded Christian sects.

Drawing on primary historical sources, Rush traces the history—and face—of
Jesus as being constructed and codified only after 325 CE. The author relates
Jesus’s life to a mushroom typology, discovering its presence, disguised, in early
Christian art. In the process, he reveals the ritual nature of the original Christian
cults, rites, and rituals, including mushroom use. The book authoritatively
uncovers Jesus’s message of peace, love, and spiritual growth and proposes his
murder as a conspiracy by powerful reactionary forces who would replace that
message with the oppressive religious-political system that endures to this day.
Rush’s use of the mushroom motif as a springboard for challenging mainstream
views of Western religious history is both provocative and persuasive.

The package includes an informative DVD with 252 striking color images
depicting Christian art, with key motifs indicated by the author.
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In The Mushroom in Christian Art, author John A. Rush uses an artistic motif to define the nature of
Christian art, establish the identity of Jesus, and expose the motive for his murder. Covering Christian art
from 200 CE (common era) to the present, the author reveals that Jesus, the Teacher of Righteousness
mentioned in the Dead Sea Scrolls, is a personification of the Holy Mushroom, Amanita muscaria. The
mushroom, Rush argues, symbolizes numerous mind-altering substances—psychoactive mushrooms,
cannabis, henbane, and mandrake—used by the early, more experimentally minded Christian sects.

Drawing on primary historical sources, Rush traces the history—and face—of Jesus as being constructed and
codified only after 325 CE. The author relates Jesus’s life to a mushroom typology, discovering its presence,
disguised, in early Christian art. In the process, he reveals the ritual nature of the original Christian cults,
rites, and rituals, including mushroom use. The book authoritatively uncovers Jesus’s message of peace,
love, and spiritual growth and proposes his murder as a conspiracy by powerful reactionary forces who
would replace that message with the oppressive religious-political system that endures to this day. Rush’s
use of the mushroom motif as a springboard for challenging mainstream views of Western religious history
is both provocative and persuasive.

The package includes an informative DVD with 252 striking color images depicting Christian art, with key
motifs indicated by the author.
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Editorial Review

Review
“A picture is worth a thousand words. In this enlightening book, and on the well-illustrated DVD, John Rush
identifies the real Jesus and argues convincingly for the prevalence of the historical, religious use of
hallucinogenic mushrooms in Christianity.”
—Jan Irvin, author of The Holy Mushroom.
 
“Going beyond the identification of putative fungal shapes in the religious art of Europe, John Rush has
provided an eloquent and sophisticated context for their significance, a kind of grammar of symbolic forms,
lavishly illustrated, opening up an essential topic of dialogue for anyone interested in understanding the
creative imagination of this vast and intriguing period of history.”
—Carl Ruck, professor of Classics at Boston University and author of Sacred Mushrooms of the Goddess:
Secrets of Eleusis

“The Mushroom in Christian Art is a valuable addition to the growing corpus on the question of whether
hallucinogens played a central role in Christianity and, as such, is well worth the read.”
—The Psychedelic Press UK

About the Author
John A. Rush, PhD, ND, is a professor of anthropology at Sierra College in Rocklin, California. His research
has ranged from religious symbolism in Europe to monuments and Mayan astronomy in Central America. He
is also the author of Failed God, Spiritual Tattoo, and The Twelve Gates.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shannon Thompson:

The book The Mushroom in Christian Art: The Identity of Jesus in the Development of Christianity can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book
The Mushroom in Christian Art: The Identity of Jesus in the Development of Christianity? Wide variety you
have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give
for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Mushroom in Christian Art: The Identity of Jesus in
the Development of Christianity has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for
you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Susan Granger:

The actual book The Mushroom in Christian Art: The Identity of Jesus in the Development of Christianity
has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was
published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after looking over this book.



William McClanahan:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Mushroom in Christian Art: The Identity of Jesus in
the Development of Christianity why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Abigail Shelton:

You can find this The Mushroom in Christian Art: The Identity of Jesus in the Development of Christianity
by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally
can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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