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The Great Social Laboratory charts the development of the human
sciences?anthropology, human geography, and demography?in late nineteenth-
and twentieth-century Egypt. Tracing both intellectual and institutional
genealogies of knowledge production, this book examines social science through
a broad range of texts and cultural artifacts, ranging from the ethnographic
museum to architectural designs to that pinnacle of social scientific research?"the
article." Omnia El Shakry explores the interface between European and Egyptian
social scientific discourses and interrogates the boundaries of knowledge
production in a colonial and post-colonial setting. She examines the complex
imperatives of race, class, and gender in the Egyptian colonial context,
uncovering the new modes of governance, expertise, and social knowledge that
defined a distinctive era of nationalist politics in the inter- and post-war periods.
Finally, she examines the discursive field mapped out by colonial and nationalist
discourses on the racial identity of the modern Egyptians.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The Great Social Laboratory is a brilliant study of the tension between imperial projects and nationalist
imaginings. Examining the ways in which colonial Egypt became a site and object of social scientific
knowledge, Omnia El Shakry offers a seminal contribution to debates about the place of colonialism in the
development of modern science." (Timothy Mitchell)

"This excellent and well-researched book recounts the formation and application of colonial
knowledge?especially of ethnography, human geography, and demography?in the attempts to modernize and
govern Egypt. It makes a significant contribution to the important debate about colonial modernity that has
so far been largely confined to India." (Talal Asad City University of New York, author of Formations of the
Secular)

"Omnia El Shakry's contribution is a rich and erudite one. It draws on a range of archival sources in Arabic,
French, and English, offering original readings of texts and political events of Egypt in the first half of the
twentieth century. Her argument is eloquent and the evidence compelling. The Great Social Laboratory is an
essential addition to courses across the critical social sciences and humanities." (Journal of Middle East
Women's Studies)

About the Author
Omnia El Shakry is Associate Professor of History at the University of California, Davis.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Bassler:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Great Social Laboratory:
Subjects of Knowledge in Colonial and Postcolonial Egypt. All type of book is it possible to see on many
methods. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Joan Freeman:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write
about the data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this The



Great Social Laboratory: Subjects of Knowledge in Colonial and Postcolonial Egypt.

William Sinclair:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying The Great Social Laboratory:
Subjects of Knowledge in Colonial and Postcolonial Egypt that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for
people to know world better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for
every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick The Great Social Laboratory:
Subjects of Knowledge in Colonial and Postcolonial Egypt become your own personal starter.

Scott Schiller:

Beside this kind of The Great Social Laboratory: Subjects of Knowledge in Colonial and Postcolonial Egypt
in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you
feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Great Social Laboratory:
Subjects of Knowledge in Colonial and Postcolonial Egypt because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come
on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from
currently!
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