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The Great Chicago Fire of 1871 swallowed up more than three square miles in
two days, leaving thousands homeless and 300 dead. Throughout history, the fire
has been attributed to Mrs. O’Leary, an immigrant Irish milkmaid, and her cow.
On one level, the tale of Mrs. O’Leary’s cow is merely the quintessential urban
legend. But the story also represents a means by which the upper classes of
Chicago could blame the fire’s chaos on a member of the working poor.
Although that fire destroyed the official county documents, some land tract
records were saved. Using this and other primary source information, Richard F.
Bales created a scale drawing that reconstructed the O’Leary neighborhood. Next
he turned to the transcripts—more than 1,100 handwritten pages—from an
investigation conducted by the Board of Police and Fire Commissioners, which
interviewed 50 people over the course of 12 days. The board’s final report,
published in the Chicago newspapers on December 12, 1871, indicates that
commissioners were unable to determine the cause of the fire. And yet, by
analyzing the 50 witnesses’ testimonies, the author concludes that the
commissioners could have determined the cause of the fire had they desired to do
so. Being more concerned with saving their own reputation from post-fire reports
of incompetence, drunkenness and bribery, the commissioners failed to press
forward for an answer. The author has uncovered solid evidence as to what really
caused the Great Chicago Fire.
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The Great Chicago Fire of 1871 swallowed up more than three square miles in two days, leaving thousands
homeless and 300 dead. Throughout history, the fire has been attributed to Mrs. O’Leary, an immigrant Irish
milkmaid, and her cow. On one level, the tale of Mrs. O’Leary’s cow is merely the quintessential urban
legend. But the story also represents a means by which the upper classes of Chicago could blame the fire’s
chaos on a member of the working poor. Although that fire destroyed the official county documents, some
land tract records were saved. Using this and other primary source information, Richard F. Bales created a
scale drawing that reconstructed the O’Leary neighborhood. Next he turned to the transcripts—more than
1,100 handwritten pages—from an investigation conducted by the Board of Police and Fire Commissioners,
which interviewed 50 people over the course of 12 days. The board’s final report, published in the Chicago
newspapers on December 12, 1871, indicates that commissioners were unable to determine the cause of the
fire. And yet, by analyzing the 50 witnesses’ testimonies, the author concludes that the commissioners could
have determined the cause of the fire had they desired to do so. Being more concerned with saving their own
reputation from post-fire reports of incompetence, drunkenness and bribery, the commissioners failed to
press forward for an answer. The author has uncovered solid evidence as to what really caused the Great
Chicago Fire.
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Editorial Review

Review
“An entertaining and valuable source of information” --Journal of Illinois History

“Should exonerate Catherine O’Leary from more than 130 years of unmerited slander” --C&RL News

“Painstaking anaylsis” --City Talk

About the Author
Richard F. Bales is Assistant Regional Counsel for the Wheaton, Illinois office of Chicago Title Insurance
Company. This title insurance company maintains the only set of land records that survived the blaze of
1871. Bales’ initial conclusions concerning the cause of the Great Chicago Fire earned him the Illinois State
Historical Society’s Harry E. Pratt Memorial Award.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Allison Price:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Great Chicago Fire And the Myth
of Mrs. O'Leary's Cow book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details in
this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Charles Smith:

The ability that you get from The Great Chicago Fire And the Myth of Mrs. O'Leary's Cow could be the
more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but The Great Chicago Fire And the Myth of Mrs.
O'Leary's Cow giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that
can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of The Great Chicago
Fire And the Myth of Mrs. O'Leary's Cow instantly.

Tara Gamboa:

You will get this The Great Chicago Fire And the Myth of Mrs. O'Leary's Cow by check out the bookstore or
Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your



knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you
enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve.
It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.

Mary Stock:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when they get
a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book The Great Chicago Fire And the Myth of Mrs.
O'Leary's Cow to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability
is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open
up a book and read it. Beside that the reserve The Great Chicago Fire And the Myth of Mrs. O'Leary's Cow
can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their
time.
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