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In recent decades, literary critics have praised novel theory for abandoning its
formalist roots and defining the novel as a vehicle of social discourse. The old
school of novel theory has long been associated with Henry James; the new
school allies itself with the Russian theorist Mikhail Bakhtin. In this book, the
author argues that actually it was the compatibility of Bakhtin with James that
prompted Anglo-American theorists to embrace Bakhtin with such enthusiasm.
Far from rejecting James, in other words, recent novel theorists have only refined
James's foundational recharacterization of the novel as the genre that does not
simply represent identity through its content but actually instantiates it through
its form.
Social Formalism demonstrates the persistence of James's theoretical
assumptions from his writings and those of his disciple Percy Lubbock through
the critique of Jamesian theory by Roland Barthes, Wayne Booth, and Gérard
Genette to the current Anglo-American assimilation of Bakhtin. It also traces the
expansion of James's influence, as mediated by Bakhtin, into cultural and literary
theory. Jamesian social formalism is shown to help determine the widely
influential theories of minority identity expounded by such important cultural
critics as Barbara Johnson and Henry Louis Gates. Social Formalism thus
explains why a tradition that began by defining novelistic value as the formal
instantiation of identity ends by defining minority political empowerment as
aestheticized self-representation.
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Editorial Review

Review
“This book stages a powerful critique of the theory of narrative in general, and of the novel in particular.
Hale’s arguments are convincing, she writes with an admirable lucidity, and she is fearless in taking on the
central shibboleths of the last thirty years. This is a splendid, brave, bracing performance.”?Jonathan
Freedman, University of Michigan

From the Inside Flap

In recent decades, literary critics have praised novel theory for abandoning its formalist roots and defining
the novel as a vehicle of social discourse. The old school of novel theory has long been associated with
Henry James; the new school allies itself with the Russian theorist Mikhail Bakhtin. In this book, the author
argues that actually it was the compatibility of Bakhtin with James that prompted Anglo-American theorists
to embrace Bakhtin with such enthusiasm. Far from rejecting James, in other words, recent novel theorists
have only refined James’s foundational recharacterization of the novel as the genre that does not simply
represent identity through its content but actually instantiates it through its form.
Social Formalism demonstrates the persistence of James’s theoretical assumptions from his writings and
those of his disciple Percy Lubbock through the critique of Jamesian theory by Roland Barthes, Wayne
Booth, and Gérard Genette to the current Anglo-American assimilation of Bakhtin. It also traces the
expansion of James’s influence, as mediated by Bakhtin, into cultural and literary theory. Jamesian social
formalism is shown to help determine the widely influential theories of minority identity expounded by such
important cultural critics as Barbara Johnson and Henry Louis Gates. Social Formalism thus explains why a
tradition that began by defining novelistic value as the formal instantiation of identity ends by defining
minority political empowerment as aestheticized self-representation.

From the Back Cover

“This book stages a powerful critique of the theory of narrative in general, and of the novel in particular.
Hale’s arguments are convincing, she writes with an admirable lucidity, and she is fearless in taking on the
central shibboleths of the last thirty years. This is a splendid, brave, bracing performance.”—Jonathan
Freedman, University of Michigan

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Greiner:

Here thing why this particular Social Formalism: The Novel in Theory from Henry James to the Present are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content
from it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Social Formalism: The Novel in Theory from
Henry James to the Present giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out
there but there is no e-book that similar with Social Formalism: The Novel in Theory from Henry James to
the Present. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in
which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring



everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the published book maybe the form of Social Formalism: The Novel in Theory from Henry James
to the Present in e-book can be your alternative.

Jonas Jones:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Social Formalism: The Novel in Theory
from Henry James to the Present as your daily resource information.

Charlene Stidham:

Beside this particular Social Formalism: The Novel in Theory from Henry James to the Present in your
phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have Social Formalism: The Novel in Theory from Henry James to the
Present because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get
what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from currently!

Mary Benoit:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This book Social Formalism: The Novel in Theory from Henry James to the Present
was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you
can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.
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