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In Otherness in Hollywood Cinema, Michael Richardson argues that the
Hollywood system has been the only national cinema with the resources and
inclination to explore images of others through stories set in exotic and faraway
places. He traces many of the ways in which Hollywood has constructed
otherness, and discusses the extent to which those images have persisted and
conditioned today's understanding.

Hollywood was from the beginning teeming with people who had experienced
cultural displacement. Coaxing the finest talents from around the world and
needing to produce films with an almost universal appeal, Hollywood
confounded American insularity while simultaneously presenting a vision of
'America' to the world.

The book examines a range of genres from the perspective of otherness,
including the Western, film noir, and zombie movies. Films discussed include
Birth of a Nation, The New World, The Searchers, King Kong, Apocalypse Now,
Blade Runner, Jaws, and Dead Man. Erudite and highly informed, this is a
sweeping survey of how the American film industry has portrayed the foreign
and the exotic.
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In Otherness in Hollywood Cinema, Michael Richardson argues that the Hollywood system has been the
only national cinema with the resources and inclination to explore images of others through stories set in
exotic and faraway places. He traces many of the ways in which Hollywood has constructed otherness, and
discusses the extent to which those images have persisted and conditioned today's understanding.

Hollywood was from the beginning teeming with people who had experienced cultural displacement.
Coaxing the finest talents from around the world and needing to produce films with an almost universal
appeal, Hollywood confounded American insularity while simultaneously presenting a vision of 'America' to
the world.

The book examines a range of genres from the perspective of otherness, including the Western, film noir,
and zombie movies. Films discussed include Birth of a Nation, The New World, The Searchers, King Kong,
Apocalypse Now, Blade Runner, Jaws, and Dead Man. Erudite and highly informed, this is a sweeping
survey of how the American film industry has portrayed the foreign and the exotic.
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Editorial Review

Review

'Richardson's book is one for the film studies section of the library in schools, colleges, universities and
performing arts training institutions.'
(The Stage)

'The book is very easy reading. It's like having a chat with a friend who has been there and done that and
doesn't mind showing you the T shirt. It's equally readable by men and women - in fact I was persuaded to
read it by a man who said that he'd enjoyed it. Consider the book as an investment - it could well be the best
treat your relationships have had in a long time.'  (thebookbag.co.uk)

'Richardson’s book is one for the film studies section of the library in schools, colleges, universities and
performing arts training institutions.’
(Sanford Lakoff)

About the Author

Michael Richardson is Visiting Fellow (honorary) at Goldsmith's College, University of London. Hisresearch
interests focus on issues of representation and how they relate to the anthropological relation. He has
published widely, having edited a collection of writings of Georges Bataille on surrealism (The Absence of
Myth, Verso, 1991) and surrealism and the Caribbean (Refusal of the Shadow, Verso 1996), as well as
writing the single authored books George Bataille (Routledge, 1994), The Experience of Culture (Sage,
2001) and Surrealism and Cinema (Berg, 2006). From 2004-7, he was Visiting Professor in Cultural Studies
at Waseda University, Tokyo.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Jackson:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know which you should start with. This Otherness in Hollywood Cinema is our recommendation to
help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

David Gehrke:

This Otherness in Hollywood Cinema are usually reliable for you who want to be described as a successful
person, why. The reason why of this Otherness in Hollywood Cinema can be on the list of great books you
must have is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information



that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Otherness in Hollywood
Cinema giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Gail Cote:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Otherness in Hollywood Cinema provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Molly Salazar:

You can obtain this Otherness in Hollywood Cinema by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book
are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In
the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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