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Non-literal language is ubiquitous in everyday life, and while hyperbole is a
major part of this, it has so far remained relatively unexplored. This volume
provides the first investigation of hyperbole in English, drawing on data from
genres such as spoken conversation, TV, newspapers, and literary works from
Chaucer to Monty Python. Combining quantitative and qualitative analyses, it
uses approaches from semantics, pragmatics, discourse analysis and classical
rhetoric, to investigate in detail both speaker-centered and emotive aspects of
hyperbole, and also addressee-related aspects, such as interpretation and
interactional uptake. Illustrated with a range of diachronic case studies, hyperbole
is also shown to be a main means of linguistic creativity, and an important
contributor to language change. The book concludes with an exploration of the
role of hyperbole in political speaking, humour, and literature. Original and in-
depth, it will be invaluable to all those working on meaning, discourse, and
historical linguistics.
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Non-literal language is ubiquitous in everyday life, and while hyperbole is a major part of this, it has so far
remained relatively unexplored. This volume provides the first investigation of hyperbole in English,
drawing on data from genres such as spoken conversation, TV, newspapers, and literary works from Chaucer
to Monty Python. Combining quantitative and qualitative analyses, it uses approaches from semantics,
pragmatics, discourse analysis and classical rhetoric, to investigate in detail both speaker-centered and
emotive aspects of hyperbole, and also addressee-related aspects, such as interpretation and interactional
uptake. Illustrated with a range of diachronic case studies, hyperbole is also shown to be a main means of
linguistic creativity, and an important contributor to language change. The book concludes with an
exploration of the role of hyperbole in political speaking, humour, and literature. Original and in-depth, it
will be invaluable to all those working on meaning, discourse, and historical linguistics.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Claudia Claridge is Chair in English Linguistics at the Universität Duisburg-Essen, Germany. She is one of
the compilers of the Lampeter Corpus of Early Modern English Tracts and is the author of Multi-word Verbs
in Early Modern English (2000), based on the above corpus. Her main research interests lie in the fields of
historical linguistics, pragmatics, discourse studies, and corpus linguistics. Within these fields, she has
published articles on such diverse topics as irony, similes/comparison, superlatives, questions, conditionals,
and discourse deixis. She has also contributed articles to various recent handbooks, such as the Handbook of
Corpus Linguistics (2008) and the Handbook of Historical Pragmatics (2010).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Walter Crouse:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Hyperbole in English: A Corpus-based Study
of Exaggeration (Studies in English Language) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Andrew Murphy:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really
feel happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Hyperbole in English: A
Corpus-based Study of Exaggeration (Studies in English Language) is kind of e-book which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.

Katie Duffy:

Hyperbole in English: A Corpus-based Study of Exaggeration (Studies in English Language) can be one of
your beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has
good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement
in writing Hyperbole in English: A Corpus-based Study of Exaggeration (Studies in English Language) yet
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that
maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial



contemplating.

Luther Jensen:

This Hyperbole in English: A Corpus-based Study of Exaggeration (Studies in English Language) is great
book for you because the content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and
still have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate
word or we can say no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info
in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having Hyperbole in English: A Corpus-based Study of Exaggeration
(Studies in English Language) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous
one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this
reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?
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