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Throughout history, money has developed along with society. During ancient
times currency took many forms, including such varied items as beaver skins and
sea salt blocks. As societies made technological and artistic advancements, their
monetary systems and currencies advanced as well. Today, coins and currency
are an important part of the historical and archaeological record, providing
information regarding the culture, religion, interests, and major leaders of
societies throughout the world. This reference work offers numerous entries of
historical commentary on the role of coins and currency in human events,
politics, and the arts. Not only does this sourcebook cover the evolution and
circulation of money throughout history, it also includes biographical information
on the designers of coins and the creators of various monetary systems. A
timeline of important events in the history of money is included, along with a
glossary and bibliography. Photographs of coins and bills enhance the text,
providing an up-close look at many beautiful artifacts.
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Throughout history, money has developed along with society. During ancient times currency took many
forms, including such varied items as beaver skins and sea salt blocks. As societies made technological and
artistic advancements, their monetary systems and currencies advanced as well. Today, coins and currency
are an important part of the historical and archaeological record, providing information regarding the culture,
religion, interests, and major leaders of societies throughout the world. This reference work offers numerous
entries of historical commentary on the role of coins and currency in human events, politics, and the arts. Not
only does this sourcebook cover the evolution and circulation of money throughout history, it also includes
biographical information on the designers of coins and the creators of various monetary systems. A timeline
of important events in the history of money is included, along with a glossary and bibliography. Photographs
of coins and bills enhance the text, providing an up-close look at many beautiful artifacts.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Many books have been compiled on the coins and currency of the world, providing detailed accounts from
individual countries to broad discussions of the currencies of the world. This encyclopedia has brought
together some 299 terms, phrases, and names associated with coins and currency throughout the ages, from
the Sumerian coin-shell money of 3,500 B.C.E. to the modern day euro. Hundreds of sources were consulted
to provide a fascinating account of people, places, and terms that are associated with money.

Entries include African money, Assay marks; Assignat; Bryan, William  Jennings; Coins and currency in
literature; Gold rush; Pieces of eight; and Wizard of Oz. This last entry deals with the symbolism in L. Frank
Baum's famous work about the furor over the gold standard that waged from 1880 to the end of the century.
Since inscriptions that appear on coins provide some insight on the political, economic, and religious biases
of the issuing countries, a respectable 26-page list of inscriptions is provided. Also, the interest in searching
out wrecked treasure ships results in a list of shipwrecks from 70 B.C.E. to 1946, indicating the name of the
ship and the cargo it was carrying.

The entries are well written for the general reader. The black-and-white photographs are adequate, and most
entries have extensive see also references and a list of sources. A time line of coins and currency in history
covers 3,500 B.C.E. to 2002. A brief glossary is included as well as a 20-page bibliography. The 27-page
index covers in detail all material that is contained in the text. This is not a book for currency collectors who
want to identify and price their collections but rather a general encyclopedia of information about the
currencies of the world. It is a recommended resource for public and undergraduate libraries. RBB
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"A fascinating account of people, places and terms...entries are well written...most entries have extensive see
also references and a list of sources...recommended." --Booklist/RBB

"Excellent access to persons, events, and topics...Snodgrass's research is thorough...recommended." --Choice

"Interesting." --American Reference Books Annual

About the Author
Mary Ellen Snodgrass is an award-winning author of textbooks and reference works, including a number of
volumes in the McFarland Literary Companions series. In addition to teaching at Lenoir Rhyne University,
she serves as a traveling lecturer for the North Carolina Humanities Commission and a board member of the
state library commission. She lives in Hickory, North Carolina.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alvin Pryor:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question
due to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Coins and Currency: An
Historical Encyclopedia to read.

Joshua Dunleavy:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Coins and
Currency: An Historical Encyclopedia suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in
this era. The particular book untitled Coins and Currency: An Historical Encyclopediais the main one of
several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you
read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this publication.
This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of
the world with this book.

Mary Fix:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that
need more time to be examine. Coins and Currency: An Historical Encyclopedia can be your answer as it can
be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Christopher Rangel:

Beside this kind of Coins and Currency: An Historical Encyclopedia in your phone, it may give you a way to
get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town.
It is good thing to have Coins and Currency: An Historical Encyclopedia because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come
on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such
as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from
now!
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