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Wittgenstein's work is notoriously difficult to understand and, at least
superficially, deals almost exclusively with obscure and technical problems in
logic and the philosophy of language. He once asked rhetorically: "What is the
use of philosophy ... if it does not improve your thinking about the important
questions of everyday life?". This book explains how Wittgenstein's idea of the
value of philosophy shaped his philosophical method and led him to talk and
write about the abstruse questions he dealt with in most of his work.

This is not just another introductory overview of Wittgenstein's philosophy. It is
one of the few that provide such an overview while also referring constantly to
ethics and religion. Moreover, its interpretation of Wittgenstein is far from
orthodox, as standard treatments of his work disregard or downplay his claims
about what he was doing and why. Duncan Richter takes him at his word,
showing the connections between Wittgenstein's aims, the various subjects he
worked on (psychology, religion, aesthetics, etc.), and the way in which he
worked on them.
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Wittgenstein's work is notoriously difficult to understand and, at least superficially, deals almost exclusively
with obscure and technical problems in logic and the philosophy of language. He once asked rhetorically:
"What is the use of philosophy ... if it does not improve your thinking about the important questions of
everyday life?". This book explains how Wittgenstein's idea of the value of philosophy shaped his
philosophical method and led him to talk and write about the abstruse questions he dealt with in most of his
work.

This is not just another introductory overview of Wittgenstein's philosophy. It is one of the few that provide
such an overview while also referring constantly to ethics and religion. Moreover, its interpretation of
Wittgenstein is far from orthodox, as standard treatments of his work disregard or downplay his claims about
what he was doing and why. Duncan Richter takes him at his word, showing the connections between
Wittgenstein's aims, the various subjects he worked on (psychology, religion, aesthetics, etc.), and the way in
which he worked on them.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Richter has an original and very stimulating approach to Wittgenstein, and his new book will be of interest
to specialists and non-specialists alike.” —Professor Cora Diamond, University of Virginia

"Richter's book is smoothly written, draws usefully on a wide variety of secondary sources, and offers an
interesting and novel account of the structure of Wittgenstein's writing. A virtue of the book is its placing
Wittgenstein's work in the setting of his personal views about culture and value…Those relatively new to
Wittgenstein may find the book useful as an orientation to his work, and others may be stimulated by the
questions it raises and its exploration of Wittgenstein's remarks on ethics and religion." —Notre Dame
Philosophical Reviews, August 2005 (Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews)

'There is much to admire about this book. It has an easy style and without doubt it addresses issues that
anyone embarking on a study of Wittgenstein's work ought to get to grips with. Moreover, it discusses — in
a very useful way — how we might begin to understand and put into perspective Wittgenstein's views on
ethics and religion... this book is a very useful supplement.' ~ Prof. Daniel D. Hutto, Journal of ISSEI
(Professor Daniel D. Hutto)

"Richter's book is smoothly written, draws usefully on a wide variety of secondary sources, and offers an
interesting and novel account of the structure of Wittgenstein's writing. A virtue of the book is its placing
Wittgenstein's work in the setting of his personal views about culture and value…Those relatively new to
Wittgenstein may find the book useful as an orientation to his work, and others may be stimulated by the
questions it raises and its exploration of Wittgenstein's remarks on ethics and religion." —Notre Dame
Philosophical Reviews, August 2005 (Sanford Lakoff)

'There is much to admire about this book. It has an easy style and without doubt it addresses issues that
anyone embarking on a study of Wittgenstein’s work ought to get to grips with. Moreover, it discusses – in a
very useful way – how we might begin to understand and put into perspective Wittgenstein’s views on ethics
and religion… this book is a very useful supplement.' ~ Prof. Daniel D. Hutto, Journal of ISSEI
(Sanford Lakoff)

About the Author
Duncan Richter teaches philosophy at the Virginia Military Institute, Lexington, Virginia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leta Welter:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Wittgenstein at His Word
(Continuum Studies in British Philosophy) will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence



if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored.
It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable
book with you?

Joanne Starks:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Wittgenstein
at His Word (Continuum Studies in British Philosophy), you may tells your family, friends and soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Norma Harrell:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Wittgenstein at His Word
(Continuum Studies in British Philosophy) or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know
how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well
as students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes Wittgenstein at His Word (Continuum Studies in British Philosophy) to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Eun Russell:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
known as of book Wittgenstein at His Word (Continuum Studies in British Philosophy). You can contribute
your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make
anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
place to other place.
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