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Walking through the misty Florida woods one morning, twelve-year-old Rob
Horton is stunned to encounter a tiger - a real-life, very large tiger - pacing back
and forth in a cage. What’s more, on the same extraordinary day, he meets
Sistine Bailey, a girl who shows her feelings as readily as Rob hides his. As they
learn to trust each other, and ultimately, to be friends, Rob and Sistine prove that
some things - like memories, and heartaches, and tigers - can’t be locked up
forever.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Kate DiCamillo's first novel Because of Winn-Dixie won a Newbery Honor in 2000 for the no-nonsense
charm and wisdom of its down-home young heroine, Opal. Also set in Florida, The Tiger Rising is more of a
short story in scope, the tale of 12-year-old Rob Horton who finds a caged tiger in the woods behind the
Kentucky Star Motel where he lives with his dad. The tiger is so incongruous in this setting, Rob views the
apparition as some sort of magic trick. Indeed, the tiger triggers all sorts of magic in Rob's life--for one thing,
it takes his mind off his recently deceased mother and the itchy red blisters on his legs that the wise motel
housekeeper, Willie May, says is a manifestation of the sadness that Rob keeps "down low."

Something else for Rob to think about is Sistine (as in the chapel), a new city girl with fierce black eyes who
challenges him to be honest with her and himself. Spurred by the tiger, events collide to break Rob out of his
silent introspection, to form a new friendship with Sistine, a new understanding with his father, and most
important, to lighten his heart. This novel is about cages--the consequences of escape as well as
imprisonment. The story and symbolism are clear as a bell, and the emotions ring true. (Ages 9 and older) --
Karin Snelson

From Publishers Weekly
After Rob's mother dies, he and his father move to a new town to get a fresh start, he discovers a caged tiger
in the woods. An emotionally rich story about a boy caught in the powerful grip of grief. Ages 8-up.
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal

Gr 4-6-A multifaceted story with characters who will tug at readers' hearts. Rob and his father moved to
Lister, FL, to try to begin life anew without Rob's mother, who recently died from cancer. The boy goes
through his days like a sleepwalker, with little or no visible emotion. "He made all his feelings go inside the
suitcase; he stuffed them in tight and then sat on the suitcase and locked it shut." His sadness permeates the
story; even the weather, with its constant dreary drizzle is sad. With the arrival of a new student, Sistine
Bailey, Rob's self-contained world begins to crumble. He and Sistine are both friendless and victims of the
cruelty often shown outsiders at school. The principal, worried about contagion, decides that Rob should
remain at home until the rash on his legs improves. Rob appreciates the respite and Sistine appears daily on
the pretense of bringing him his homework. She seems to have the keys to unlock the suitcase on Rob's "not-
wishes and not-thoughts." When the boy finds a caged tiger in the woods, he recognizes a similarity between
himself and the animal. Then the sleazy owner of the motel where Rob and his dad are living gives him the
responsibility of feeding the creature, and Rob realizes he finally holds in his hands the keys to freedom.
Quotes from William Blake's "The Tiger" intimate themselves into the narrative and set the tone. This
slender story is lush with haunting characters and spare descriptions, conjuring up vivid images. It deals with
the tough issues of death, grieving, and the great accompanying sadness, and has enough layers to embrace
any reader.-Kit Vaughan, Midlothian Middle School, VA

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Jane Abraham:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that
question simply because just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular The Tiger
Rising to read.

Jerry Deal:

The reason why? Because this The Tiger Rising is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for
you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it
was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want
to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Penny Risley:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Tiger Rising your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe
unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become
one application form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The The Tiger
Rising giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data
for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your
body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Joseph Rankins:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Tiger Rising was multi-colored and of course
has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Tiger Rising has many kinds or type. Start from kids
until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character
on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and
relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.
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