
The Once and Future Ocean: Notes Toward a
New Hydraulic Society

By Peter Neill

The Once and Future Ocean: Notes Toward a New Hydraulic Society By
Peter Neill

Peter Neill’s The Once and Future Ocean aspires to do nothing less than
transform our relationship with the world’s most promising and imperiled natural
element: the ocean and the inter-connected cycles of water, essential for all
aspects of human survival in the 21st century. A successor to the work of
Rachael Carson, Aldo Leopold, and Jonathan Schell, The Once and Future
Ocean is ambitious in scope yet grounded in actionable, specific ideas and
solutions for preserving the health of the world ocean. It explores the ocean's
impact on climate, fresh water, food, energy, health, security, sustainable
development, community living, and cultural traditions. Neill proposes a new
paradigm for value and social behavior around which to build a new post-
industrial, post-consumption global community. This fundamental shift is
directed toward the creation of a “new hydraulic society” wherein water in all its
cycles and conveyances will determine how we live – from our buildings and
cities to the structures of governance in an increasingly populated world. Neill
calls for a new ocean ethic and offers concrete examples of technologies and
applications that already exist but have been suppressed by vested interests. The
Once and Future Ocean argues for invention and new solutions, for new answers
to fundamental questions, and for a new relationship built around the ocean as a
source for new modes of living that are within our grasp if only we have the
courage to take hold.
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world’s most promising and imperiled natural element: the ocean and the inter-connected cycles of water,
essential for all aspects of human survival in the 21st century. A successor to the work of Rachael Carson,
Aldo Leopold, and Jonathan Schell, The Once and Future Ocean is ambitious in scope yet grounded in
actionable, specific ideas and solutions for preserving the health of the world ocean. It explores the ocean's
impact on climate, fresh water, food, energy, health, security, sustainable development, community living,
and cultural traditions. Neill proposes a new paradigm for value and social behavior around which to build a
new post-industrial, post-consumption global community. This fundamental shift is directed toward the
creation of a “new hydraulic society” wherein water in all its cycles and conveyances will determine how we
live – from our buildings and cities to the structures of governance in an increasingly populated world. Neill
calls for a new ocean ethic and offers concrete examples of technologies and applications that already exist
but have been suppressed by vested interests. The Once and Future Ocean argues for invention and
new solutions, for new answers to fundamental questions, and for a new relationship built around the ocean
as a source for new modes of living that are within our grasp if only we have the courage to take hold.
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Editorial Review

Review

"We live on an ocean planet, though most of us rarely remember it; that blindness is one of the reasons we've
stood by as the seas acidified, one of the great environmental crises in human history. This powerful book
reminds us that our maritime identity is one important way we can start rebuilding a damaged planet.” —Bill
McKibben, author, Eaarth; founder, 350.org

"I recommended this book to all my friends and co-workers, no matter what their background; the book
speaks to everyone and provides guidance on how we can take steps at home and in our workplace to start
initiating this change. The book had a deep impact on me personally; I have started to do more to play my
part and have included my son on our journey towards contributing to a new hydraulic society." —Mireille
Chiasson, Regional Manager, Oceans Management & Ecosystem Management, Fisheries and Oceans,
Moncton, New Brunswick, Canada

"In the spirit of Rachel Carson’s The Sea Around Us, Neill not only raises concern for our rapidly
deteriorating marine environment, but also offer the concept of a 'New hydraulic society' and its great
potential for a world looking for an alternative solution.” —Dr. Paul Mayewski, Director, Climate Change
Institute, University of Maine

"This book represents an interesting and important contribution for a better public awareness of the great
importance of the Oceans – and Water itself – for the survival of our Planet. It is essential to change into a
new development paradigm, based on the values of sustainability and democracy." —Mario Soares, Chair,
Independent World Commission on the Future of the Oceans

About the Author

Peter Neill is Founder and Director of the World Ocean Observatory, a web-based place of exchange about
the ocean and its relation to climate, fresh water, food, energy, health, security, economic development,
policy, governance, and cultural traditions. He is the past Director of the Connecticut Marine Science
Consortium, the Maritime Preservation Program at the US National Trust for Historic Preservation, and the
South Street Seaport Museum (New York). He is the author of three novels, numerous books on maritime
art, history, and iiterature, and the ongoing audio feature, World Ocean Radio.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frances Hayes:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need



do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Once and Future Ocean: Notes Toward a
New Hydraulic Society. All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

John Damm:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your
needs but the problems coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The
Once and Future Ocean: Notes Toward a New Hydraulic Society is our recommendation to cause you to
keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Eugene Williams:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys that aren't like that. This The Once and Future Ocean: Notes Toward a New Hydraulic Society
book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer regarding The Once and Future Ocean: Notes Toward a New Hydraulic Society
content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the information but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Once and Future
Ocean: Notes Toward a New Hydraulic Society is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Kelley Hardy:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Once and Future Ocean: Notes Toward a New Hydraulic
Society can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.
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