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All effects of human action will inevitably be played out within our planet’s
limits; any hope of infinity is an illusion. And yet, as Wolfgang Sachs warned
almost twenty years ago, environmental concerns have been assimilated into the
rhetoric, dynamics and power structures of development.

This classic collection of trenchant and elegant explorations addresses the crisis
of the Western world’s relations with nature and social justice. Examining the
notions of efficiency, speed, globalization and development, Sachs shows that
sustainability, truly conceived, is incompatible with the worldwide rule of
economism.

Planet Dialectics reveals that the Western development model is fundamentally
at odds with both the quest for justice among the world’s people and the
aspiration to reconcile humanity and nature.
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assimilated into the rhetoric, dynamics and power structures of development.

This classic collection of trenchant and elegant explorations addresses the crisis of the Western world’s
relations with nature and social justice. Examining the notions of efficiency, speed, globalization and
development, Sachs shows that sustainability, truly conceived, is incompatible with the worldwide rule of
economism.

Planet Dialectics reveals that the Western development model is fundamentally at odds with both the quest
for justice among the world’s people and the aspiration to reconcile humanity and nature.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Sachs' ideas are dynamite.”
(New Internationalist)

“A remarkable book . . . well written, full of food for thought. . . . It should attract a wide readership among
students dealing with development, environment, globalization, and planning issues.”
(Progress in Development Studies)

“Amazingly innovative in its perspective, unflinching in its analysis, and radical in its solutions, this book is
a historic hallmark."
(Tilman Santarius Germanwatch)

“If you are not only concerned with the future of our planet but also with social justice, you have to read this
book.”

(Gilbert Rist, author of The History of Development and The Delusions of Economics)

“Wise words, crafted with loving care for people and the planet, even more relevant than when they were
written a quarter century ago, unfortunately.”
(Richard Norgaard, University of California, Berkeley)

“Remains an essential read for anyone involved in the field of development. This book has never been more
vital than today.”

(Jonathan Ensor, Stockholm Environment Institute)

“Sachs elegantly reminds us that in the search for justice to people and planet, we need to begin 'civilization
change' by changing the rich, not the poor.”

(Julian Agyeman, Tufts University)

“Still remarkably fresh and insightful, Planet Dialectics gives us a much needed critique of economics gone
wrong.”
(Camilla Toulmin, director of the International Institute for Environment and Development)

“Brings together insights from anthropology, history, economics, cultural studies and environmental science
to show that the rapidly expanding global market economy is designed to benefit only the few . . . and will
inevitably cause disastrous environmental overshoot. . . . Planet Dialectics is an impressive book.”

(David Mittler Resurgence)

About the Author



Wolfgang Sachs is a researcher, writer, and university teacher in the field of environment, development, and
globalization.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Collis:

The book Planet Dialectics: Explorations in Environment and Development (Critique Influence Change) can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must
we leave the good thing like a book Planet Dialectics: Explorations in Environment and Development
(Critique Influence Change)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which
book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge
or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Planet
Dialectics: Explorations in Environment and Development (Critique Influence Change) has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available
and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Daniel Evans:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to be
read. Planet Dialectics: Explorations in Environment and Development (Critique Influence Change) can be
your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Dixie Love:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book you
can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The Planet
Dialectics: Explorations in Environment and Development (Critique Influence Change) will give you new
experience in studying a book.

Lily Tarver:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is Planet Dialectics: Explorations in Environment and Development (Critique Influence
Change) this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of



book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain
it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why
this book suitable all of you.
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