
Humor in the Gospels: A Sourcebook for the
Study of Humor in the New Testament,
1863–2014

By Terri Bednarz

Humor in the Gospels: A Sourcebook for the Study of Humor in the New
Testament, 1863–2014 By Terri Bednarz

Humor in the Gospels is the most comprehensive resource on Gospel humor to
date. Terri Bednarz reviews and critiques a 150 years of biblical scholarship on
the subject from little known journal articles and out-of-print books to the most
well respected classical works of today. She covers a range of scholarly
discussions on the various forms and functions of Gospel humor from frivolity to
witty allusions to satirical barbs. She examines the barriers of associating humor
with the Gospel depictions of Jesus, the difficulties of identifying humor in
ancient biblical texts, and the advances of literary, contextual, and rhetorical
approaches to recognizing Gospel humor. This important work includes an
extensive bibliography for further study of Gospel humor in particular, and
Biblical humor in general.
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Editorial Review

Review
Much has transpired over the last 150 years in gospels research. Many works have chronicled these
developments, but there is no book that surveys the use of humor in the gospel traditions. This fascinating
study, tracing the history of interpretation, demonstrates that the subject of humor has been (surprisingly!) an
ongoing discussion in New Testament studies. More than a history of research, however, Bednarz shows the
serious functions of humor in early Christian texts. (Kelly R. Iverson, Baylor University)

Bednarz’s work on the forms and functions of humor in the Synoptic Gospels is truly groundbreaking. Many
have studied the use of symposia in the Third Gospel, but none have recognized the use of humor and its
function to reverse the honor-shame dynamics and expose and delegitimate the authority and status claimed
by Jesus’ opponents in the careful analytical way that Bednarz does. While the reader may chuckle at the
unexpected twists, the import is a most serious one. (Barbara E. Reid, Catholic Theological Union)

About the Author
Terri Bednarz is assistant professor of New Testament studies at Loyola University New Orleans.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Olga Harrington:

The guide with title Humor in the Gospels: A Sourcebook for the Study of Humor in the New Testament,
1863–2014 includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book.
That book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the
world today. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular
book will bring you within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you
can read that anywhere you want.

Lisa Yates:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look
different you can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent the entire day to reading a publication. The book Humor in the Gospels: A Sourcebook for the Study of
Humor in the New Testament, 1863–2014 it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone.
The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.



Corey Mason:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just watching
TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Humor in the Gospels: A Sourcebook
for the Study of Humor in the New Testament, 1863–2014 which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's find.

Phillip Elliott:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Humor in the Gospels: A Sourcebook for the Study of Humor in the New Testament,
1863–2014 can make you experience more interested to read.
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