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Cowpea (Vigna unguiculata), an indigenous legume to sub-Saharan Africa, is
mainly grown in the dry savanna areas as an intercrop with millets, sorghum,
groundnut and maize. Cowpea grains rich in protein are consumed in different
forms in several parts of the tropics. The average grain yield of cowpea in West
Africa is approximately 492kg/ha, which is much lower than its potential yields.
This low productivity is due to a host of diseases, insects, pests, parasitic weeds,
drought, poor soils and low plant population density in farmers’ fields. Ex situ
collection of over 15,000 accessions of cowpea and wild Vigna germplasm from
different parts of the world were assembled in the IITA gene bank. These genetic
resources have been explored to identify new traits and to develop elite cowpea
varieties. Many cowpea varieties with high yield potential have been developed
and adopted by the farmers. Efforts are continuing to develop better performing
varieties using conventional breeding procedures, while molecular tools are being
developed to facilitate progress in cowpea breeding.
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Cowpea (Vigna unguiculata), an indigenous legume to sub-Saharan Africa, is mainly grown in the dry
savanna areas as an intercrop with millets, sorghum, groundnut and maize. Cowpea grains rich in protein are
consumed in different forms in several parts of the tropics. The average grain yield of cowpea in West Africa
is approximately 492kg/ha, which is much lower than its potential yields. This low productivity is due to a
host of diseases, insects, pests, parasitic weeds, drought, poor soils and low plant population density in
farmers’ fields. Ex situ collection of over 15,000 accessions of cowpea and wild Vigna germplasm from
different parts of the world were assembled in the IITA gene bank. These genetic resources have been
explored to identify new traits and to develop elite cowpea varieties. Many cowpea varieties with high yield
potential have been developed and adopted by the farmers. Efforts are continuing to develop better
performing varieties using conventional breeding procedures, while molecular tools are being developed to
facilitate progress in cowpea breeding.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Musick:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived
problem; you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Genetic and Genomic Resources of Grain
Legume Improvement: 6. Cowpea. Try to make the book Genetic and Genomic Resources of Grain Legume
Improvement: 6. Cowpea as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience
alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's
make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Damon Smith:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Genetic and
Genomic Resources of Grain Legume Improvement: 6. Cowpea? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree
with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Lee Erbe:

The book Genetic and Genomic Resources of Grain Legume Improvement: 6. Cowpea has a lot of
information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written
by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Sue Eldred:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal
or real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition
to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we



know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Genetic and Genomic Resources of Grain Legume Improvement: 6. Cowpea can
make you sense more interested to read.
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