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Few recent phenomena have proved as emblematic of our era, and as little
understood, as globalization. Are nation-states being transformed by
globalization into a single globalized economy? Do global cultural forces herald
a postnational millennium? Tying ethnography to structural analysis, Flexible
Citizenship explores such questions with a focus on the links between the cultural
logics of human action and on economic and political processes within the Asia-
Pacific, including the impact of these forces on women and family life.
Explaining how intensified travel, communications, and mass media have created
a transnational Chinese public, Aihwa Ong argues that previous studies have
mistakenly viewed transnationality as necessarily detrimental to the nation-state
and have ignored individual agency in the large-scale flow of people, images, and
cultural forces across borders. She describes how political upheavals and global
markets have induced Asian investors, in particular, to blend strategies of
migration and of capital accumulation and how these transnational subjects have
come to symbolize both the fluidity of capital and the tension between national
and personal identities. Refuting claims about the end of the nation-state and
about “the clash of civilizations,” Ong presents a clear account of the cultural
logics of globalization and an incisive contribution to the anthropology of Asia-
Pacific modernity and its links to global social change.
This pioneering investigation of transnational cultural forms will appeal to those
in anthropology, globalization studies, postcolonial studies, history, Asian
studies, Marxist theory, and cultural studies.
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herald a postnational millennium? Tying ethnography to structural analysis, Flexible Citizenship explores
such questions with a focus on the links between the cultural logics of human action and on economic and
political processes within the Asia-Pacific, including the impact of these forces on women and family life.
Explaining how intensified travel, communications, and mass media have created a transnational Chinese
public, Aihwa Ong argues that previous studies have mistakenly viewed transnationality as necessarily
detrimental to the nation-state and have ignored individual agency in the large-scale flow of people, images,
and cultural forces across borders. She describes how political upheavals and global markets have induced
Asian investors, in particular, to blend strategies of migration and of capital accumulation and how these
transnational subjects have come to symbolize both the fluidity of capital and the tension between national
and personal identities. Refuting claims about the end of the nation-state and about “the clash of
civilizations,” Ong presents a clear account of the cultural logics of globalization and an incisive contribution
to the anthropology of Asia-Pacific modernity and its links to global social change.
This pioneering investigation of transnational cultural forms will appeal to those in anthropology,
globalization studies, postcolonial studies, history, Asian studies, Marxist theory, and cultural studies.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Flexible Citizenship exemplifies the anthropological imagination at its best. In it Ong offers an analysis of
states and citizenship regimes in Asia that is remarkable in its theoretical and empirical breadth. Social
scientists and Asia specialists alike will find the work indispensable, both for its redefinition of analytic
terrain and for the new directions of research it suggests.”—Ashraf Ghani, Johns Hopkins University

“Finally, a unique and insightful examination of transnationalism as practice. There’s no better analysis of
Chinese trading and commercial communities athwart the world market and multiple sovereignties.”—James
C. Scott, Yale University

From the Back Cover
""Flexible Citizenship" exemplifies the anthropological imagination at its best. In it Ong offers an analysis of
states and citizenship regimes in Asia that is remarkable in its theoretical and empirical breadth. Social
scientists and Asia specialists alike will find the work indispensable, both for its redefinition of analytic
terrain and for the new directions of research it suggests."--Ashraf Ghani, Johns Hopkins University

About the Author

Aihwa Ong is Professor of Anthropology at the University of California at Berkeley. She is author and
coeditor of several books, including Spirits of Resistance and Capitalist Discipline: Factory Women in
Malaysia and Ungrounded Empires: The Cultural Politics of Modern Chinese Transnationalism.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dave Thomas:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Flexible Citizenship: The Cultural Logics of
Transnationality. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how
is important a new book Flexible Citizenship: The Cultural Logics of Transnationality. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book
you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching
by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Todd Goff:

Here thing why that Flexible Citizenship: The Cultural Logics of Transnationality are different and reputable



to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the
content is as delightful as food or not. Flexible Citizenship: The Cultural Logics of Transnationality giving
you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that
similar with Flexible Citizenship: The Cultural Logics of Transnationality. It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe
can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your
method home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of
Flexible Citizenship: The Cultural Logics of Transnationality in e-book can be your substitute.

Robert Delaney:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining
a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Flexible Citizenship: The Cultural
Logics of Transnationality book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in
this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Jerry Bonner:

You may spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Flexible Citizenship: The Cultural Logics
of Transnationality is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If
you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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