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Over the past fifty years, debates about human rights have assumed an
increasingly prominent place in postcolonial literature and theory. Writers from
Salman Rushdie to Nawal El Saadawi have used the novel to explore both the
possibilities and challenges of enacting and protecting human rights, particularly
in the Global South. In Fictions of Dignity, Elizabeth S. Anker shows how the
dual enabling fictions of human dignity and bodily integrity contribute to an
anxiety about the body that helps to explain many of the contemporary and
historical failures of human rights, revealing why and how lives are excluded
from human rights protections along the lines of race, gender, class, disability,
and species membership. In the process, Anker examines the vital work
performed by a particular kind of narrative imagination in fostering respect for
human rights. Drawing on phenomenology, Anker suggests how an embodied
politics of reading might restore a vital fleshiness to the overly abstract,
decorporealized subject of liberal rights.

Each of the novels Anker examines approaches human rights in terms of limits
and paradoxes. Rushdie's Midnight's Children addresses the obstacles to
incorporating rights into a formerly colonized nation's legal culture. El Saadawi’s
Woman at Point Zero takes up controversies over women’s freedoms in Islamic
society. In Disgrace, J. M. Coetzee considers the disappointments of post-
apartheid reconciliation in South Africa. And in The God of Small Things,
Arundhati Roy confronts an array of human rights abuses widespread in
contemporary India. Each of these literary case studies further demonstrates the
relevance of embodiment to both comprehending and redressing the failures of
human rights, even while those narratives refuse simplistic ideals or solutions.
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Over the past fifty years, debates about human rights have assumed an increasingly prominent place in
postcolonial literature and theory. Writers from Salman Rushdie to Nawal El Saadawi have used the novel to
explore both the possibilities and challenges of enacting and protecting human rights, particularly in the
Global South. In Fictions of Dignity, Elizabeth S. Anker shows how the dual enabling fictions of human
dignity and bodily integrity contribute to an anxiety about the body that helps to explain many of the
contemporary and historical failures of human rights, revealing why and how lives are excluded from human
rights protections along the lines of race, gender, class, disability, and species membership. In the process,
Anker examines the vital work performed by a particular kind of narrative imagination in fostering respect
for human rights. Drawing on phenomenology, Anker suggests how an embodied politics of reading might
restore a vital fleshiness to the overly abstract, decorporealized subject of liberal rights.

Each of the novels Anker examines approaches human rights in terms of limits and paradoxes. Rushdie's
Midnight's Children addresses the obstacles to incorporating rights into a formerly colonized nation's legal
culture. El Saadawi’s Woman at Point Zero takes up controversies over women’s freedoms in Islamic
society. In Disgrace, J. M. Coetzee considers the disappointments of post-apartheid reconciliation in South
Africa. And in The God of Small Things, Arundhati Roy confronts an array of human rights abuses
widespread in contemporary India. Each of these literary case studies further demonstrates the relevance of
embodiment to both comprehending and redressing the failures of human rights, even while those narratives
refuse simplistic ideals or solutions.
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Editorial Review

Review

"In her analysis of 'the vocabulary of human rights,' Anker . . . interrogates the liberal/Enlightenment
tradition that values the intellect over the body. She regards this preference, one that stretches from Plato to
Descartes, as dismissive of corporeal and indigenous factors. Hence, imperialism emphasizes the 'barbarism'
of the global south, patriarchy stresses the weakness of women's bodies to justify their suppression, society
categorizes animals as unconscious ‘carnal being[s],’ and large political bodies ignore smaller interests in
implementing justice. Anker discusses four works that engage these stances. . . . [Readers] will be intrigued
and challenged by Anker's critique. Summing Up: Highly recommended."?Choice (June 2013)

"Fictions of Dignity is a distinctive contribution to the growing body of scholarship concerned with the
relationship between human rights and novels."?Emily Hogg, New Formations (November 2014)

"With deft skill, Elizabeth S. Anker explores some of the most important issues of human rights by moving
restlessly between literature and law. The originality of her reading lies in going beyond textual and
linguistic codifications and confronting the dignity of the human person in its most urgent, embodied form. I
have greatly enjoyed Anker's phenomenology of the fictions of dignity."?Homi K. Bhabha, Anne F.
Rothenberg Professor of the Humanities, Harvard University

"Fictions of Dignity mounts a defense of literature and the literary for thinking about human rights
thickly?over and against what Elizabeth S. Anker considers the thinness of legal language and interpretation.
It offers a compelling account of why culture matters."?Joseph Slaughter, Columbia University, author of
Human Rights, Inc.: The World Novel, Narrative Form, and International Law

About the Author

Elizabeth S. Anker is Associate Professor of English at Cornell University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Suzanne Jensen:

Here thing why this Fictions of Dignity: Embodying Human Rights in World Literature are different and



reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb ports
which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Fictions of Dignity: Embodying Human Rights in World
Literature giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no
reserve that similar with Fictions of Dignity: Embodying Human Rights in World Literature. It gives you
thrill looking at journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world
which is possibly can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café,
or even in your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book
maybe the form of Fictions of Dignity: Embodying Human Rights in World Literature in e-book can be your
choice.

Robin Holloway:

This Fictions of Dignity: Embodying Human Rights in World Literature are usually reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Fictions of Dignity:
Embodying Human Rights in World Literature can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving
you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Fictions of Dignity: Embodying Human Rights in
World Literature forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test
of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Christina Bales:

This book untitled Fictions of Dignity: Embodying Human Rights in World Literature to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit
on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher
of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Mario Davis:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the e-book untitled Fictions of Dignity: Embodying Human Rights in World Literature
can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.
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