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This book provides a fresh approach to Singapore English, by focusing on its
cultural connotations. The author, a native Singaporean, explores a range of
aspects of this rich variety of English - including address forms, cultural
categories, particles and interjections - and links particular words to particular
cultural norms. By using the Natural Semantic Metalanguage (NSM) approach,
which is free from technical terminology, he explains the relationship between
meaning and culture with maximal clarity, and an added strength of this study
lies in its use of authentic examples and pictures, which offer a fascinating
glimpse of Singaporean life. Through comparisons with Anglo English, it also
explores some difficulties associated with Standard English and cultural
misunderstanding. Lending a unique local perspective and written with an
incisiveness that makes it ideal for both academic and non-academic readers, this
book will appeal to all those interested in Singapore English and its cultural
values.
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This book provides a fresh approach to Singapore English, by focusing on its cultural connotations. The
author, a native Singaporean, explores a range of aspects of this rich variety of English - including address
forms, cultural categories, particles and interjections - and links particular words to particular cultural norms.
By using the Natural Semantic Metalanguage (NSM) approach, which is free from technical terminology, he
explains the relationship between meaning and culture with maximal clarity, and an added strength of this
study lies in its use of authentic examples and pictures, which offer a fascinating glimpse of Singaporean life.
Through comparisons with Anglo English, it also explores some difficulties associated with Standard
English and cultural misunderstanding. Lending a unique local perspective and written with an incisiveness
that makes it ideal for both academic and non-academic readers, this book will appeal to all those interested
in Singapore English and its cultural values.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Wong unravels the semantic, pragmatic and structural intricacies of Singlish, treating it not as a variety of
English but as a language in its own right. Fresh, strong and original, this is a book for everyone interested in
language, culture and meaning."
Cliff Goddard, Griffith University

"Jock O. Wong's study of English in Singapore is a major contribution to our understanding of not only the
semantic structuring of "Singlish" but moreover to studies of pragmatics and culture. The latter is
demonstrated broadly by considerations of data from everyday conversations, email and chat rooms, and
analyses of the meanings activated in such usage. The consideration of various linguistic devices such as
forms of address, various cultural categories, including tonal qualities, all demonstrate how the use of a
rigorous Semantic Metalanguage clarifies specific cultural meanings that are associated with Singlish and
everyday language."
Donal Carbaugh, University of Massachusetts, Amherst

About the Author
Jock O. Wong is a Lecturer in Academic English at the National University of Singapore (NUS).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patrick Perkins:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Culture of Singapore English (Studies in English
Language).

Effie Phillips:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one
along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular The Culture of Singapore English
(Studies in English Language) is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.



Clarine Davidson:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get great
deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time,
the particular book you have read is The Culture of Singapore English (Studies in English Language).

Elsie Wallace:

The Culture of Singapore English (Studies in English Language) can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing The
Culture of Singapore English (Studies in English Language) although doesn't forget the main point, giving
the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This
great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.
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