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The most recent EU-enlargements have considerably increased the number of
small member states. In the EU-27, 19 countries have fewer votes in the Council
of Ministers than the EU-average. These small states face a series of size-related
disadvantages in day-to-day EU negotiations. Against this backdrop the book
asks: are some small states better at coping with structural disadvantages than
others? How active are small states in participating in day-to-day EU
negotiations and why do some states use negotiation strategies more frequently
than others? Under which conditions are the different negotiation strategies
effective and when can small states punch above their weight?

Based on more than 100 interviews with policy-makers and an analysis of a
unique database on the negotiation activities of EU member states, this book
explains how active participation is essential for the shaping success of small
states and shows that small states are more influential with persuasion-based
rather than bargaining-based strategies. Two case studies on the pesticides and
the spirit drinks regulations further reveal that persuasion strategies are especially
effective if the arguments match the nature of the issue at stake and resonate well
with prior beliefs of addressees.

No other study comprehensively analyzes small states in a comparative
perspective, examines their activity levels in EU negotiations and outlines which
conditions are needed for the effectiveness of a broad range of strategies. An
indispensable resource for students and researchers interested in how and under
which conditions small states can influence policies in negotiations beyond the
nation-state.
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The most recent EU-enlargements have considerably increased the number of small member states. In the
EU-27, 19 countries have fewer votes in the Council of Ministers than the EU-average. These small states
face a series of size-related disadvantages in day-to-day EU negotiations. Against this backdrop the book
asks: are some small states better at coping with structural disadvantages than others? How active are small
states in participating in day-to-day EU negotiations and why do some states use negotiation strategies more
frequently than others? Under which conditions are the different negotiation strategies effective and when
can small states punch above their weight?

Based on more than 100 interviews with policy-makers and an analysis of a unique database on the
negotiation activities of EU member states, this book explains how active participation is essential for the
shaping success of small states and shows that small states are more influential with persuasion-based rather
than bargaining-based strategies. Two case studies on the pesticides and the spirit drinks regulations further
reveal that persuasion strategies are especially effective if the arguments match the nature of the issue at
stake and resonate well with prior beliefs of addressees.

No other study comprehensively analyzes small states in a comparative perspective, examines their activity
levels in EU negotiations and outlines which conditions are needed for the effectiveness of a broad range of
strategies. An indispensable resource for students and researchers interested in how and under which
conditions small states can influence policies in negotiations beyond the nation-state.
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Editorial Review

Review
'In this important and insightful volume, the author combines qualitative and quantitative methods to analyse
the negotiation strategies and the influence of small EU member-states. It is the first major work to
investigate the activities of all small EU members, including the states of the latest accession rounds. It does
an excellent job in offering comprehensive insights into small state behaviour and an understanding of their
degree of success and deserves a wide readership.' Ole Elgstrom, Lund University, Sweden 'Diana Panke's
comprehensive study of the negotiating capacity of small states is required reading for Europeanists, scholars
in comparative policy analysis and international relations. The small, through active negotiation strategies,
expertise, positioning, mediating, persuasion and lobbying, can and do shape EU policy formation. The
detailed case studies in lesser known policy areas (vodka, pesticides) demonstrate distinctions between
Danish, Swedish, Irish and Belgian patterns of engagement vs. Greece, Portugal, Bulgaria and Slovenia.
Panke advances our collective understanding of the role of the smaller powers in regional governance
structures, and her work makes a significant contribution to the literature by tracing how EU policy making
outcomes are negotiated.' Christine Ingebritsen, University of Washington, USA 'That the EU can empower
smaller member-states is a generally poorly understood fact. Diana Panke provides a superb analysis of when
and how this happens and the importance of their persuasion power. A must read for all those interested in
the relationship between, power, interests and ideas in the EU.' Kalypso Nicolaidis, University of Oxford,
UK 'All in all, Diana Panke's intervention is indeed a welcome addition to the IR and Europeanist literature
in state negotiations in International/Regional Organisations. ... Through a most comprehensive approach,
Panke demonstrates empirically how small EU member states can follow negotiating, bargaining, mediating
and persuasion strategies that will help them to punch above their weight and not merely be bystanders. The
author succeeds in advancing the reader's collective understanding of the role of small players in the EU
forum in particular and in supranational governance structures in general.' Cyprus Review

About the Author
Diana Panke, University College Dublin, Ireland

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Catherine Williams:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Small States in the European Union: Coping with
Structural Disadvantages as the daily resource information.



Lynn Kelley:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Small States in the European Union: Coping with
Structural Disadvantages, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come
on its named reading friends.

Myrta Bundy:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
study a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Small States in the European Union: Coping with Structural Disadvantages provide
you with a new experience in reading a book.

Harry Thomas:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. By the book Small States in the European Union: Coping with Structural Disadvantages
we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to
read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change
your life with this book Small States in the European Union: Coping with Structural Disadvantages. You can
more appealing than now.
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