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The Renaissance movement known as humanism eventually spread from Italy
through all of western Europe, transforming early modern culture in ways that
are still being felt and debated. Central to these debates—and to this book—is the
question of whether (and how) the humanist movement contributed to the
secularization of Western cultural traditions at the end of the Middle Ages. A
preeminent scholar of Italian humanism, Riccardo Fubini approaches this
question in a new way—by redefining the problem of secularization more
carefully to show how humanists can at once be secularizers and religious
thinkers. The result is a provocative vision of the humanist movement.
Humanism and Secularization offers a nuanced account of humanists contesting
medieval ideas about authority not in order to reject Christianity or even
orthodoxy, but to claim for themselves the right to define what it meant to be a
Christian. Fubini analyzes key texts by major humanists—isuch as Petrarch,
Poggio, and Valla—from the first century of the movement. As he subtly works
out these authors’ views on religion and the Church from both biographical and
textual information, Fubini reveals in detail the new historical consciousness that
animated the humanists in their reading of classical and patristic texts. His book
as a whole shows convincingly just how radical the humanism of the first half of
the fifteenth century was and how sharply it challenged well-entrenched ideas
and institutions. Appearing here in English for the first time, his work provides a
model set of readings of humanist texts and a critical perspective on Italian
humanism that will alter and enrich discussion and understanding of the nature of
the humanist movement.
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The Renaissance movement known as humanism eventually spread from Italy through all of western Europe,
transforming early modern culture in ways that are still being felt and debated. Central to these debates—and
to this book—is the question of whether (and how) the humanist movement contributed to the secularization
of Western cultural traditions at the end of the Middle Ages. A preeminent scholar of Italian humanism,
Riccardo Fubini approaches this question in a new way—by redefining the problem of secularization more
carefully to show how humanists can at once be secularizers and religious thinkers. The result is a
provocative vision of the humanist movement.
Humanism and Secularization offers a nuanced account of humanists contesting medieval ideas about
authority not in order to reject Christianity or even orthodoxy, but to claim for themselves the right to define
what it meant to be a Christian. Fubini analyzes key texts by major humanists—isuch as Petrarch, Poggio,
and Valla—from the first century of the movement. As he subtly works out these authors’ views on religion
and the Church from both biographical and textual information, Fubini reveals in detail the new historical
consciousness that animated the humanists in their reading of classical and patristic texts. His book as a
whole shows convincingly just how radical the humanism of the first half of the fifteenth century was and
how sharply it challenged well-entrenched ideas and institutions. Appearing here in English for the first time,
his work provides a model set of readings of humanist texts and a critical perspective on Italian humanism
that will alter and enrich discussion and understanding of the nature of the humanist movement.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A splendid collection. Fubini’s studies offer a powerful and coherent account of Italian humanism from
Petrarch to Valla. They make a strong case for the seriousness of humanism as an intellectual movement,
rather than a simply literary or pedagogical one. They thus do us the important service of making our image
of humanism at once more complex and more responsive to primary sources. . . . Fubini lays the basis for a
whole new approach to humanist texts.”—Anthony Grafton, Princeton University

“Fubini is a major figure in the study of Italian humanism today. In this collection he addresses what has
always been since Burckhardt a central issue in the interpretation of humanism, namely, to what extent and
in what ways is the humanist movement responsible for secularizing Western cultural traditions at the end of
the Middle Ages. His is an important voice urging us to see the full range and complexity of humanist
attitudes to religion and helping us to situate the humanists more precisely vis a vis the Protestant Reformers
and the Deists and philosophes of the Enlightenment.”—James Hankins, Harvard University

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Italian

From the Publisher
"Fubini is a major figure in the study of Italian humanism today. In this collection he addresses what has
always been since Burckhardt a central issue in the interpretation of humanism, namely, to what extent and
in what ways is the humanist movement responsible for secularizing Western cultural traditions at the end of
the Middle Ages. His is an important voice urging us to see the full range and complexity of humanist
attitudes to religion, and helping us to situate the humanists more precisely vis a vis the Protestant Reformers
and the Deists and philosophes of the Enlightenment."—James Hankins, Harvard University

"A splendid collection. Fubini’s studies offer a powerful and coherent account of Italian humanism from
Petrarch to Valla. They make a strong case for the seriousness of humanism as an intellectual movement,
rather than a simply literary or pedagogical one. They thus do us the important service of making our image
of humanism at once more complex and more responsive to primary sources. . . . Fubini lays the basis for a
whole new approach to humanist texts."—Anthony Grafton, Princeton University

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Davis:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Humanism and Secularization: From
Petrarch to Valla (Duke Monographs in Medieval and Renaissance Studies) will make you to always be
smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think



this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could
be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Janette Collins:

The reserve with title Humanism and Secularization: From Petrarch to Valla (Duke Monographs in Medieval
and Renaissance Studies) contains a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help
after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read
the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Patricia Howard:

Humanism and Secularization: From Petrarch to Valla (Duke Monographs in Medieval and Renaissance
Studies) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this
guide has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing Humanism and Secularization: From Petrarch to Valla (Duke Monographs
in Medieval and Renaissance Studies) however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest
in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information
could drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Charles Brewster:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This e-book Humanism and Secularization: From Petrarch to Valla (Duke Monographs in
Medieval and Renaissance Studies) was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of
book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern
era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.
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