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“Camp,” Mae West told Playboy, “is the kinda comedy where they imitate me.”
But what was West doing, if not camp itself? Guilty Pleasures puts women back
into the history of camp, a story long confined to gay male practice. Emphasizing
the distinctive roles women have played as producers and consumers of camp,
Pamela Robertson links her subject to feminist discussions of gender parody,
performance, and spectatorship. Her book offers a heady tour of social and
cultural criticism at its most interesting, and American culture at its most
flamboyant.
Robertson grounds her theoretical discussion of female performance and
spectatorship in detailed studies of figures such as Mae West, Joan Crawford, and
Madonna. She locates these figures in turn within a tradition of feminist camp—a
female form of aestheticism related to masquerade and rooted in burlesque,
parallel to but different from gay male camp. Through analyses of films from
Gold Diggers of 1933 to Johnny Guitar, as well as video and television,
Robertson shows how the gold digger is to feminist camp what the dandy is to
gay male camp—its original personification and defining voice. Set against a
backdrop of social history, her analysis demonstrates that feminist camp
flourishes during periods of antifeminist backlash in America, and that it reflects
a working-class sensibility particularly attuned to changing attitudes toward
women’s work and sexuality.
Appealing to a wide range of scholars spanning the fields of film and mass
culture, feminism, gay/lesbian/queer studies, and cultural studies, Guilty
Pleasures will also attract an audience of general readers interested in camp and
popular culture.
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“Camp,” Mae West told Playboy, “is the kinda comedy where they imitate me.” But what was West doing, if
not camp itself? Guilty Pleasures puts women back into the history of camp, a story long confined to gay
male practice. Emphasizing the distinctive roles women have played as producers and consumers of camp,
Pamela Robertson links her subject to feminist discussions of gender parody, performance, and
spectatorship. Her book offers a heady tour of social and cultural criticism at its most interesting, and
American culture at its most flamboyant.
Robertson grounds her theoretical discussion of female performance and spectatorship in detailed studies of
figures such as Mae West, Joan Crawford, and Madonna. She locates these figures in turn within a tradition
of feminist camp—a female form of aestheticism related to masquerade and rooted in burlesque, parallel to
but different from gay male camp. Through analyses of films from Gold Diggers of 1933 to Johnny Guitar,
as well as video and television, Robertson shows how the gold digger is to feminist camp what the dandy is
to gay male camp—its original personification and defining voice. Set against a backdrop of social history,
her analysis demonstrates that feminist camp flourishes during periods of antifeminist backlash in America,
and that it reflects a working-class sensibility particularly attuned to changing attitudes toward women’s
work and sexuality.
Appealing to a wide range of scholars spanning the fields of film and mass culture, feminism,
gay/lesbian/queer studies, and cultural studies, Guilty Pleasures will also attract an audience of general
readers interested in camp and popular culture.

Guilty Pleasures: Feminist Camp from Mae West to Madonna By Pamela Robertson Bibliography

Sales Rank: #769048 in Books●

Brand: Brand: Duke University Press Books●

Published on: 1996-03-15●

Original language: English●

Number of items: 1●

Dimensions: 9.20" h x .63" w x 5.91" l, .76 pounds●

Binding: Paperback●

208 pages●

 Download Guilty Pleasures: Feminist Camp from Mae West to M ...pdf

 Read Online Guilty Pleasures: Feminist Camp from Mae West to ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822317486
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822317486
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822317486
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822317486
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822317486
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822317486
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822317486
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822317486


Download and Read Free Online Guilty Pleasures: Feminist Camp from Mae West to Madonna By
Pamela Robertson

Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Jones:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Guilty Pleasures: Feminist Camp from Mae West to Madonna book is
readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer involving Guilty Pleasures: Feminist Camp from Mae West to Madonna content conveys prospect
easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it
just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking Guilty Pleasures: Feminist Camp from Mae
West to Madonna is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Lois Araiza:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them
is this Guilty Pleasures: Feminist Camp from Mae West to Madonna.

Jennifer Fields:

The actual book Guilty Pleasures: Feminist Camp from Mae West to Madonna has a lot info on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author.
This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Rosalie Castillo:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Guilty Pleasures: Feminist Camp from
Mae West to Madonna that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how



they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but
for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your
good habit, you are able to pick Guilty Pleasures: Feminist Camp from Mae West to Madonna become your
own starter.
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