
Bestiary: Being an English Version of the
Bodleian Library, Oxford M.S. Bodley 764

From Brand: Boydell Brewer Inc

Bestiary: Being an English Version of the Bodleian Library, Oxford M.S.
Bodley 764 From Brand: Boydell Brewer Inc

Bestiaries are a particularly characteristic product of medieval England, and
afford insight into the medieval mind. Richly illuminated and lavishly produced,
they were luxury objects designed for noble families. Their three-fold purpose
was to provide a natural history of birds, beasts and fish; to draw moral examples
from animal behaviour, like the industrious bee and the stubborn ass; and to
reveal a mystical meaning, for instance, the phoenix as a symbol of Christ's
resurrection. Bestiaries drew their inspiration from classical sources, to which
were added very early Christianized versions of the work of natural historians.
Thus, unreal animals and whimsical names derive from travellers' tales, from the
symbolism of oriental art and from misunderstood observations of animal
behaviour, giving form to the mysterious unicorn, the man-eating manticore and
the phoenix-phenomenon of "anting" in birds. Mixed with this are descriptions of
familiar and readily recognizable creatures. It is the combination of engaging text
and a vividly depicted animal world, put together with an entirely serious
purpose, that makes bestiaries objects of such fascination. This "Bestiary", MS
Bodley 764 in the Bodleian Library in Oxford, was produced around the middle
of the 13th century, and there are some clues to the patron who commissioned it
in the heraldry incorporated in the artist's work. Whomever it was, the resulting
manuscript is of singular beauty and interest. The lively illustrations have the
freedom and naturalistic quality of the later Gothic style, and make dazzling use
of colour. This book reproduces the 136 illuminations to the same size and in the
same place as the original manuscript, the text being fitted around them. Richard
Barber's translation from the original Latin is a delight to read, reflecting the
manuscript's serious intent with a feeling for the underlying charm of the beasts
as seen by the medieval world.
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Bestiaries are a particularly characteristic product of medieval England, and afford insight into the medieval
mind. Richly illuminated and lavishly produced, they were luxury objects designed for noble families. Their
three-fold purpose was to provide a natural history of birds, beasts and fish; to draw moral examples from
animal behaviour, like the industrious bee and the stubborn ass; and to reveal a mystical meaning, for
instance, the phoenix as a symbol of Christ's resurrection. Bestiaries drew their inspiration from classical
sources, to which were added very early Christianized versions of the work of natural historians. Thus,
unreal animals and whimsical names derive from travellers' tales, from the symbolism of oriental art and
from misunderstood observations of animal behaviour, giving form to the mysterious unicorn, the man-
eating manticore and the phoenix-phenomenon of "anting" in birds. Mixed with this are descriptions of
familiar and readily recognizable creatures. It is the combination of engaging text and a vividly depicted
animal world, put together with an entirely serious purpose, that makes bestiaries objects of such fascination.
This "Bestiary", MS Bodley 764 in the Bodleian Library in Oxford, was produced around the middle of the
13th century, and there are some clues to the patron who commissioned it in the heraldry incorporated in the
artist's work. Whomever it was, the resulting manuscript is of singular beauty and interest. The lively
illustrations have the freedom and naturalistic quality of the later Gothic style, and make dazzling use of
colour. This book reproduces the 136 illuminations to the same size and in the same place as the original
manuscript, the text being fitted around them. Richard Barber's translation from the original Latin is a delight
to read, reflecting the manuscript's serious intent with a feeling for the underlying charm of the beasts as seen
by the medieval world.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English
Original Language: Latin

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Dunn:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may
be reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Bestiary: Being an English Version of the Bodleian Library,
Oxford M.S. Bodley 764.

Guillermo Behler:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the book untitled Bestiary: Being an English Version of the Bodleian
Library, Oxford M.S. Bodley 764 can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Mable Watkins:

The reason why? Because this Bestiary: Being an English Version of the Bodleian Library, Oxford M.S.
Bodley 764 is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt
you with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey
the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I
will go to the publication store hurriedly.



Donald Fujita:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Bestiary: Being an English Version of the Bodleian Library, Oxford M.S. Bodley 764. You can contribute
your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to
other place.
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