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On Crimes and Punishments by Cesare Beccaria was a best seller throughout the
American colonies. It was known by all of our Founding Fathers, and used in the
deliberations of the Continental Congress as well as in the deliberations of the
Constitution Convention. John Adams quoted from the book in 1768, and in 1770
in the case of the Boston Massacre. Thomas Jefferson, on the other hand, used
Beccaria’s book almost entirely for the Bill On Proportioning Crimes and
Punishments. It was used with the abolition movement, in practically all cases
relating to capital punishment, and most recently in two separate US Supreme
Court decisions. Beccaria’s great admirer, Sean L. Green, says it best: “On
Crimes and Punishments is one of the greatest treatises in the democratic
tradition, a testament to human freedom and social justice. For students of law or
political theory (of which I am one) this is an excellent account of some of the
fundamental principles of democratic society and jurisprudence. Anyone who
holds public office should be forced to read this book at gunpoint.”
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English, Italian (translation)

From the Back Cover
Penal laws, so considerable a part of every system of legislation, and of so great importance to the happiness,
peace, and security of every member of society, are still so imperfect, and are attended with so many
unnecessary circumstances of cruelty in all nations, that an attempt to reduce them to the standard of reason
must be interesting to all mankind. Its is not surprising, then, that this little book hath engaged the attention
of all ranks of people in every part of Europe.

About the Author
Jurist and economist, Cesare Beccaria wrote his international best seller, Essay On Crimes and Punishments,
when he was about 26 years old. It was a best-seller in the American colonies, and owned and read by
Washington, Jefferson, Adams, and many more. John Adams willed his copy to his son, and that edition is
re-printed herewith. The back cover of the book contains a list of Beccarian principles that were incorporated
in the US Constitution with its Bill of Rights. The US Bil on Proportioning Crimes and Punishments was
shaped by Jefferson and taken directly from Beccaria.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kristin Walker:

The book An Essay on Crimes and Punishments (International Pocket Library) (International Pocket Library)
make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can
for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make examining a book An Essay on Crimes and Punishments (International Pocket Library) (International
Pocket Library) for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and
read a e-book An Essay on Crimes and Punishments (International Pocket Library) (International Pocket
Library). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do
you think about this publication?

Jerry Thomas:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the
fact just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this An Essay on Crimes and Punishments
(International Pocket Library) (International Pocket Library) to read.



William Bottoms:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the figures
do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this An Essay on
Crimes and Punishments (International Pocket Library) (International Pocket Library), you may tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a book.

James Sirois:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking An Essay on Crimes and
Punishments (International Pocket Library) (International Pocket Library) that give your satisfaction
preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as
the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick An
Essay on Crimes and Punishments (International Pocket Library) (International Pocket Library) become your
personal starter.
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