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Xolela Mangcu has earned a reputation as one of the most vibrant and engaging
public voices in South Africa. This selection of his best columns, published
locally and internationally over the past two decades, is vivid, polemical and
poignant. It records the initial excitement - and growing disillusionment - about
the ANC in government, and the leadership meltdown at the heart of the South
African crisis. Placing South Africa in an African context, Mangcu examines
political transitions and the limits to the politics of patronage in post-colonial
societies. He also casts rare light on the relationship between black intellectuals
and South Africa's black-led government.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Professor Xolela Mangcu is Associate Professor of Sociology at the University of Cape Town and
Oppenheimer Fellow at the Hutchins Centre for African and African American Research at Harvard
University. He has held fellowships at the Brookings Institution, the Rockefeller Foundation, the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Harvard. He was also a Distinguished Fellow and Executive
Director at the Human Sciences Research Council. He holds a PhD from Cornell University. Mangcu, a
regular columnist for Business Day, the Weekender, the Sowetan and the Sunday Independent, has authored
and co-authored seven previous books, including The Meaning of Mandela (2007), To the Brink (2008), The
Democratic Moment (2009) and Becoming Worthy Ancestors (2011). His book Biko: A Biography (2012), a
South African bestseller also published in the UK and US by IB Tauris, was shortlisted for the Recht Malan
Nonfiction Prize as well as the Sunday Times Alan Paton Award. Mangcu was the founding Executive
Director of the Steve Biko Foundation and grew up in King William's Town.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Nguyen:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it
means that guide has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book.
They are really reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult
problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Arrogance of Power: South Africa's
Leadership Meltdown.

Emil Townsend:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an individual is
you don't know which you should start with. This The Arrogance of Power: South Africa's Leadership
Meltdown is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Norma Lorentzen:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book



can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Arrogance of Power: South Africa's
Leadership Meltdown book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

David Bruce:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the data
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this The
Arrogance of Power: South Africa's Leadership Meltdown.
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