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Editorial Review

Review
Sets a high standard for future desk reference. --Library Journal

A road map to where English is headed -- The Village Voice

At last the ease of the Internet combined with the authority of a trusted name in reference. --BookPage

About the Author

The Merriam brothers desired a continuity of editorship that would link Noah Webster's efforts with their
own editions, so they selected Chauncey A. Goodrich, Webster's son-in-law and literary heir, who had been
trained in lexicography by Webster himself, to be their editor in chief. Webster's son William also served as
an editor of that first Merriam-Webster dictionary, which was published on September 24, 1847.

Although Webster's work was honored, his big dictionaries had never sold well. The 1828 edition was priced
at a whopping $20; in 13 years its 2,500 copies had not sold out. Similarly, the 1841 edition, only slightly
more affordable at $15, moved slowly. Assuming that a lower price would increase sales, the Merriams
introduced the 1847 edition at $6, and although Webster's heirs initially questioned this move, extraordinary
sales that brought them $250,000 in royalties over the ensuing 25 years convinced them that the Merriams'
decision had been abundantly sound.

The first Merriam-Webster dictionary was greeted with wide acclaim. President James K. Polk, General
Zachary Taylor (hero of the Mexican War and later president himself), 31 U.S. senators, and other prominent
people hailed it unreservedly. In 1850 its acceptance as a resource for students began when Massachusetts
ordered a copy for every school and New York placed a similar order for 10,000 copies to be used in schools
throughout the state. Eventually school use would spread throughout the country. In becoming America's
most trusted authority on the English language, Merriam-Webster dictionaries had taken on a role of public
responsibility demanded of few other publishing companies. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Samuel Travis:

Here thing why that Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary are different and reliable to be yours. First of
all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious as
food or not. Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary giving you information deeper and in different ways,
you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with Merriam-Webster's Collegiate
Dictionary. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like
in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing
the branded book maybe the form of Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary in e-book can be your
substitute.



Lois Silvey:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary as your daily
resource information.

Fannie Wymer:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read some sort of
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day every day to
reading a guide. The book Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary it doesn't matter what good to read.
There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case
you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily
to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Bernice Cofield:

Beside this kind of Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary in your phone, it can give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from
oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary because this book offers to you readable information.
Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end
up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it
from right now!
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