
Letter to My Daughter

By Maya Angelou

Letter to My Daughter By Maya Angelou

Dedicated to the daughter she never had but sees all around her, Letter to My
Daughter reveals Maya Angelou’s path to living well and living a life with
meaning. Here in short spellbinding essays are glimpses of the tumultuous life
that taught Angelou lessons in compassion and fortitude: how she was brought up
by her indomitable grandmother in segregated Arkansas, taken in at thirteen by
her more worldly and less religious mother, and grew to be an awkward six-foot-
tall teenager whose first experience of loveless sex paradoxically left her with her
greatest gift, a son.

Whether she is recalling lost friends such as Coretta Scott King and Ossie Davis,
extolling honesty, decrying vulgarity, explaining why becoming a Christian is a
“lifelong endeavor,” or simply singing the praises of a meal of red rice, Maya
Angelou writes from the heart to millions of women she considers her extended
family.
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Dedicated to the daughter she never had but sees all around her, Letter to My Daughter reveals Maya
Angelou’s path to living well and living a life with meaning. Here in short spellbinding essays are glimpses
of the tumultuous life that taught Angelou lessons in compassion and fortitude: how she was brought up by
her indomitable grandmother in segregated Arkansas, taken in at thirteen by her more worldly and less
religious mother, and grew to be an awkward six-foot-tall teenager whose first experience of loveless sex
paradoxically left her with her greatest gift, a son.

Whether she is recalling lost friends such as Coretta Scott King and Ossie Davis, extolling honesty, decrying
vulgarity, explaining why becoming a Christian is a “lifelong endeavor,” or simply singing the praises of a
meal of red rice, Maya Angelou writes from the heart to millions of women she considers her extended
family.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
From the mellifluous voice of a venerable American icon comes her first original collection of writing to be
published in ten years, anecdotal vignettes drawn from a compelling life and written in Angelou's erudite
prose. Beginning with her childhood, Angelou acknowledges her own inauguration into daughterhood in
"Philanthropy," recalling the first time her mother called her "my daughter." Angelou becomes a mother
herself at an early age, after a meaningless first sexual experience: "Nine months later I had a beautiful baby
boy. The birth of my son caused me to develop enough courage to invent my life." Fearlessly sharing
amusing, if somewhat embarrassing, moments in "Senegal," the mature Angelou is cosmopolitan but still
capable of making a mistake: invited to a dinner party while visiting the African nation, Angelou becomes
irritated that none of the guests will step on a lovely carpet laid out in the center of the room, so she takes it
upon herself to cross the carpet, only to discover the carpet is a table cloth that had been laid out in honor of
her visit. The wisdom in this slight volume feels light and familiar, but it's also earnest and offered with
warmth.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
“It’s a book to give to one’s daughter, mother, son or father, but definitely one to be read and
savored.”—Baltimore Sun

“Sound advice, vivid memory and strong opinion . . . What is clear is that [Maya] Angelou is, all these years
later, still a charmer, still speaking her mind.”—Washington Post Book World

“A slim volume packed with nourishing nuggets of wisdom . . . Overarching each brief chapter is the vital
energy of a woman taking life’s measure with every step.”—Kirkus Reviews

“Written in Angelou’s beautiful, poetic style, the essays feel like warm advice from a beloved aunt or
grandmother, whose wisdom you know was earned.”—Fredericksburg Free Lance—Star

“Spellbinding . . . Angelou delivers with her signature passion and fire. . . . Each [essay] delivers a powerful
message.”—Rocky Mountain News

About the Author
Maya Angelou was raised in Stamps, Arkansas. In addition to her bestselling autobiographies, including I
Know Why the Caged Bird Sings and The Heart of a Woman, she wrote numerous volumes of poetry, among
them Phenomenal Woman, And Still I Rise, On the Pulse of Morning, and Mother. Maya Angelou died in
2014.

From the Hardcover edition.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Miguel Penix:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Letter to My Daughter. You can choose the best book if
you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book Letter to My Daughter. You
can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching
by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's
learn.

Carolyn Wilson:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the entire day to
reading a e-book. The book Letter to My Daughter it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a
smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Norman Ross:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is definitely Letter to My Daughter.

Nancy Steffen:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news.
On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the Letter to My Daughter when you essential it?
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