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How did the monks of the Egyptian desert fight against the demons that attacked
them with tempting thoughts? How could Christians resist the thoughts of
gluttony, fornication, or pride that assailed them and obstructed their
contemplation of God? According to Evagrius of Pontus (345 '399), one of the
greatest spiritual directors of ancient monasticism, the monk should talk back to
demons with relevant passages from the Bible. His book Talking Back
(Antirrhaªtikos) lists over 500 thoughts or circumstances in which the demon-
fighting monk might find himself, along with the biblical passages with which
the monk should respond. It became one of the most popular books among the
ascetics of Late Antiquity and the Byzantine East, but until now the entire text
had not been translated into English. From Talking Back we gain a better
understanding of Evagrius's eight primary demons: gluttony, fornication, love of
money, sadness, anger, listlessness, vainglory, and pride. We can explore a
central aspect of early monastic spirituality, and we get a glimpse of the
temptations and anxieties that the first desert monks faced.

David Brakke is professor and chair of the Department of Religious Studies in
the College of Arts and Sciences of Indiana University. He studied ancient
Christianity at Harvard Divinity School and Yale University. Brakke is the
author of Athanasius and Asceticism and Demons and the Making of the Monk:
Spiritual Combat in Early Christianity, and he edits the Journal of Early Christian
Studies.

 Download Evagrius Of Pontus: Talking Back: A Monastic Handb ...pdf

 Read Online Evagrius Of Pontus: Talking Back: A Monastic Han ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0879073292
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0879073292
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0879073292
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0879073292
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0879073292
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0879073292
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0879073292
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0879073292
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0879073292
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0879073292
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0879073292




Evagrius Of Pontus: Talking Back: A Monastic Handbook for
Combating Demons (Cistercian Studies)

From Cistercian Publications

Evagrius Of Pontus: Talking Back: A Monastic Handbook for Combating Demons (Cistercian
Studies) From Cistercian Publications

How did the monks of the Egyptian desert fight against the demons that attacked them with tempting
thoughts? How could Christians resist the thoughts of gluttony, fornication, or pride that assailed them and
obstructed their contemplation of God? According to Evagrius of Pontus (345 '399), one of the greatest
spiritual directors of ancient monasticism, the monk should talk back to demons with relevant passages from
the Bible. His book Talking Back (Antirrhaªtikos) lists over 500 thoughts or circumstances in which the
demon-fighting monk might find himself, along with the biblical passages with which the monk should
respond. It became one of the most popular books among the ascetics of Late Antiquity and the Byzantine
East, but until now the entire text had not been translated into English. From Talking Back we gain a better
understanding of Evagrius's eight primary demons: gluttony, fornication, love of money, sadness, anger,
listlessness, vainglory, and pride. We can explore a central aspect of early monastic spirituality, and we get a
glimpse of the temptations and anxieties that the first desert monks faced.

David Brakke is professor and chair of the Department of Religious Studies in the College of Arts and
Sciences of Indiana University. He studied ancient Christianity at Harvard Divinity School and Yale
University. Brakke is the author of Athanasius and Asceticism and Demons and the Making of the Monk:
Spiritual Combat in Early Christianity, and he edits the Journal of Early Christian Studies.
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Editorial Review

Review

This work makes available to the English readership a work that not only offers a fuller appreciation of the
spirituality of Evagrius and his psychology but provides as well a more concrete understanding of the
psychology and struggles of the early monks in the Egyptian desert.
Cistercian Studies Quarterly

This is a very practical, dealing-with-the-issues kind of lectio divina. The monks of Evagrius’ time
considered this a read spiritual treasure. The same treasure is now available to us in English.
American Benedictine Review

With much wisdom and thought, Evagrius of Pontus is a must read for anyone who wants to best understand
ancient Christianity and learn about its roots.
Midwest Book Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jordan Sampson:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important usually. The book Evagrius Of Pontus: Talking Back: A Monastic Handbook for
Combating Demons (Cistercian Studies) had been making you to know about other understanding and of
course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book Evagrius Of Pontus: Talking
Back: A Monastic Handbook for Combating Demons (Cistercian Studies) is not only giving you much more
new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend
time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book Evagrius Of Pontus: Talking Back: A
Monastic Handbook for Combating Demons (Cistercian Studies). You never feel lose out for everything in
the event you read some books.

Justin Fernandez:

The publication untitled Evagrius Of Pontus: Talking Back: A Monastic Handbook for Combating Demons
(Cistercian Studies) is the publication that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the
publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book, hence
the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Evagrius Of
Pontus: Talking Back: A Monastic Handbook for Combating Demons (Cistercian Studies) from the publisher
to make you a lot more enjoy free time.



Pablo Cowart:

This Evagrius Of Pontus: Talking Back: A Monastic Handbook for Combating Demons (Cistercian Studies)
is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger of
information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little
digest in reading this Evagrius Of Pontus: Talking Back: A Monastic Handbook for Combating Demons
(Cistercian Studies) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside that book is easy
to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I
mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this
e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as
well as knowledge.

Jason Buckley:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This book Evagrius Of Pontus: Talking Back: A Monastic Handbook for Combating
Demons (Cistercian Studies) was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge
about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know
how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many
ways to get book that you just wanted.
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