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Understanding Semantics, Second Edition, provides an engaging and accessible
introduction to linguistic semantics. The first part takes the reader through a step-
by-step guide to the main phenomena and notions of semantics, covering levels
and dimensions of meaning, ambiguity, meaning and context, logical relations
and meaning relations, the basics of noun semantics, verb semantics and sentence
semantics. The second part provides a critical introduction to the basic notions of
the three major theoretical approaches to meaning: structuralism, cognitive
semantics and formal semantics.

Key features include:

A consistent mentalist perspective on meaning●

Broad coverage of lexical and sentence semantics, including three new chapters●

discussing deixis, NP semantics, presuppositions, verb semantics and frames
Examples from a wider range of languages that include German, Japanese,●

Spanish and Russian.
Practical exercises on linguistic data●

Companion website including all figures and tables from the book, an online●

dictionary, answers to the exercises and useful links at
routledge.com/cw/loebner

This book is an essential resource for all undergraduate students studying
semantics.

Sebastian Löbner is a Professor of Linguistics at the Institute for Language and
Information at the University of Düsseldorf, Germany
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This book is an essential resource for all undergraduate students studying semantics.

Sebastian Löbner is a Professor of Linguistics at the Institute for Language and Information at the University
of Düsseldorf, Germany
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Editorial Review

Review

Praise for the first edition

"Understanding Semantics is an original and innovative resource for introductory courses on linguistic
semantics, excelling in particular in conciseness and accessibility of presentation."
Linguistics 43-2

"Löbner's book is strongly recommended and is best seen as a starting point in one's inquiry into what
semantics comprises."
Luna Filipovic Kleiner, Journal of Pragmatics

Praise for the second edition

"Sebastian Löbner deserves great credit for producing an introduction to linguistic meaning that is both
accessible and thorough."

Chris Lucas, School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London, UK

"This excellent and well-written introductory textbook provides students with easy access to the fascinating
world of semantics."

Klaus von Heusinger, University of Cologne, Germany

 "Sebastian Löbner’s Understanding Semantics is a rare treat for both seasoned researchers in semantics and
novices to the field, and I believe this book should be on every semantics curriculum as it has been on mine
since it first appeared."

Luna Filipovic, University of East Anglia, UK

"Without stinting on presenting core areas of sentential logic, predication, and lexical relations, the new
edition of this comprehensive survey of semantics is enhanced by three new chapters. Students will benefit
from the exercises that cover the intersection of semantic and pragmatics at the lexical, sentential and
cognitive levels and require seeking evidence from their own as well as typologically diverse languages."

Laurel Smith Stvan, University of Texas at Arlington, USA

About the Author

Sebastian Löbner is Professor for general linguistics at the University of Düsseldorf, Germany. His main
research interests are linguistic semantics and cognitive linguistics.



 

 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Debra Richardson:

The book Understanding Semantics, Second Edition (Understanding Language) make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when
you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book Understanding
Semantics, Second Edition (Understanding Language) to become your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could
know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve Understanding Semantics, Second Edition
(Understanding Language). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Vincent Peck:

Understanding Semantics, Second Edition (Understanding Language) can be one of your beginning books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing Understanding Semantics, Second Edition (Understanding Language) although doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Chris McCree:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Understanding Semantics, Second Edition
(Understanding Language) guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can
be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Understanding Semantics,
Second Edition (Understanding Language) as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content.
This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different
sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening
to a different sixth sense.

Robert Long:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Understanding Semantics, Second Edition
(Understanding Language) to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise



is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle
the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book
and go through it. Beside that the publication Understanding Semantics, Second Edition (Understanding
Language) can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're
doing of their time.
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