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The Fool's Progress, the "fat masterpiece" as Edward Abbey labeled it, is his
most important piece of writing: it reveals the complete Ed Abbey, from the
green grass of his memory as a child in Appalachia to his approaching death
in Tuscon at age sixty two.

When his third wife abandons him in Tucson, boozing, misanthropic anarchist
Henry Holyoak Lightcap shoots his refrigerator and sets off in a battered pick-up
truck for his ancestral home in West Virginia. Accompanied only by his dying
dog and his memories, the irascible warhorse (a stand-in for the "real" Abbey)
begins a bizarre cross-country odyssey--determined to make peace with his past--
and to wage one last war against the ravages of "progress."

"A profane, wildly funny, brash, overbearing, exquisite tour de force." -- The
Chicago Tribune
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Just before he died in 1989, Ed Abbey published what he called his "honest novel," one loosely based on his
own life. Early in its opening pages, Abbey's alter ego, Lightcap, takes off from his nearly empty home (its
contents just removed by a disgruntled spouse) in Tucson, Arizona--but not before shooting his refrigerator,
a hated symbol of civilization. Lightcap makes a winding journey by car to his boyhood home in the
Appalachian Mountains of Pennsylvania, calling on old friends along the road, visiting Indian reservations
and out-of-the-way bars, and reminiscing about the triumphs and follies of his life. Readers would be
mistaken to view this as pure autobiography, but The Fool's Progress nonetheless is an illuminating look into
Abbey's time and his way of thinking, especially on matters of ecology and other social issues. It's also a
picaresque tale humorously and artfully told, a book that Abbey himself rightly regarded as one of his best
works of fiction. --Gregory McNamee

From Publishers Weekly
In a wild, picaresque novel, nature-loving Henry Lightcap makes a despairing odyssey across a lovely but
ruined land from Tucson, Ariz., to the Appalachian family farm g run by his brother; penniless, Henry has
nowhere else to go. PW found this "as absurdly moving as anything you have read in years." (July)Penny, do
you have a copy of this?robin
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Long a rabid defender of the wilderness, a man who has taken an almost anarchic view of the concept of
individual freedom, Abbey offers his first fiction in 12 years. The story of a man's journey home (both
literally and figuratively), this work is a bitterly humorous commentary on the foibles of modern society and
its impact on nature. Government officials, tourists, developers, hippies, Mexicans, Indiansall feel his wrath.
For all its surface crudity and earthiness, this novel is full of passion and pathos; Henry Lightcap's lifelong
struggle to maintain his individuality and more immediate struggle to complete his journey from Tucson to
Stump Creek, West Virginia, assume almost heroic proportions. A powerful, often hauntingly beautiful novel
recommended for most libraries.David W. Henderson, Eckerd Coll. Lib., St. Petersburg, Fla.
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Meredith Daugherty:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Fool's Progress: An Honest Novel book is readable simply by you
who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of The Fool's Progress:
An Honest Novel content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content material but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking
The Fool's Progress: An Honest Novel is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?



Robert Nichols:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the guide untitled The Fool's Progress: An Honest Novel can be excellent book to
read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Shirley Martins:

This The Fool's Progress: An Honest Novel is great e-book for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So
if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Fool's
Progress: An Honest Novel in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just
one. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already
do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Tom Harris:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It
is called of book The Fool's Progress: An Honest Novel. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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