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In 2014, a collection of papers was found on eBay: a scrapbook, inside which
was written 'Testimonial Book of Dragoman Solomon N. Negima'. The letters
pasted into the testimonial book bear recommendations of Negima's services as
dragoman – a combination of tourist guide and interpreter – in the Holy Land,
from travellers of different nationalities, social classes, religions, genders and
races.

Using these reference letters, and the first-hand published and unpublished
accounts of the travellers themselves, this book tells the stories of several such
tourists, including the intrepid Victorian female traveller, Ellen E. Miller, and an
African–American minister, Rev. Charles T. Walker, who had been born into
slavery. Between the lines of others' letters, Solomon Negima's remarkable life
story also emerges: from a German mission school in Jerusalem, to the British
army in the Sudan, to a successful career as a dragoman in Palestine and Syria,
and finally to comfortable retirement with his son, Aziz, and daughter, Olinda, at
a Mormon mission in Jerusalem.

The discovery of this unique scrapbook allows us an insight into the lives of
individuals whose histories would otherwise be lost to us, and a new perspective
on the history of travel in the Middle East.
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In 2014, a collection of papers was found on eBay: a scrapbook, inside which was written 'Testimonial Book
of Dragoman Solomon N. Negima'. The letters pasted into the testimonial book bear recommendations of
Negima's services as dragoman – a combination of tourist guide and interpreter – in the Holy Land, from
travellers of different nationalities, social classes, religions, genders and races.

Using these reference letters, and the first-hand published and unpublished accounts of the travellers
themselves, this book tells the stories of several such tourists, including the intrepid Victorian female
traveller, Ellen E. Miller, and an African–American minister, Rev. Charles T. Walker, who had been born
into slavery. Between the lines of others' letters, Solomon Negima's remarkable life story also emerges: from
a German mission school in Jerusalem, to the British army in the Sudan, to a successful career as a dragoman
in Palestine and Syria, and finally to comfortable retirement with his son, Aziz, and daughter, Olinda, at a
Mormon mission in Jerusalem.

The discovery of this unique scrapbook allows us an insight into the lives of individuals whose histories
would otherwise be lost to us, and a new perspective on the history of travel in the Middle East.
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Editorial Review

Review
[A] fresh perspective on travels to the Holy Land. (The Tablet 2016-05-07)

The book is the outcome of interdisciplinary research on the popularization of tourism at the turn to the
twentieth century. What makes it unique is the fact that it is not based on publications by foreign travellers
but in contrast reflects the perspective of a native guide working in the Middle East. Documenting his
personal impressions and strategies, it reveals a role-model of a marginalized group of people, which
significantly contributed to this process. The book is a must for everyone interested in the development of
intercultural relations. (Michael Zach, Professor of African History, University of Vienna, Austria)

This book offers a fascinating insight into the life of a dragoman and it will be of great value to historians of
travel and anyone with an interest in this fascinating region. (James Moore, Professor of History, University
of Leicester, UK)

About the Author
Rachel Mairs is Lecturer in Classics, University of Reading, UK. She has published widely on the
archaeology and culture of the near east and Egypt, including The Hellenistic Far East: Archaeology,
Language and Identity in Greek Central Asia (2014) and, with Maya Muratov, Archaeologists, Tourists,
Interpreters: Exploring Egypt and the Near East in the late 19th-early 20th Centuries (Bloomsbury, 2015).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Murphy:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
From Khartoum to Jerusalem: The Dragoman Solomon Negima and his Clients (1885–1933) your mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end
up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one application form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The From Khartoum to Jerusalem: The
Dragoman Solomon Negima and his Clients (1885–1933) giving you one more experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you
the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it,
like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Linda Amato:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This From Khartoum to Jerusalem: The
Dragoman Solomon Negima and his Clients (1885–1933) can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book
you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a
geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?



Robert Wallace:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and From Khartoum to Jerusalem: The
Dragoman Solomon Negima and his Clients (1885–1933) or perhaps others sources were given knowledge
for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve
was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes From Khartoum to Jerusalem: The Dragoman
Solomon Negima and his Clients (1885–1933) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many
types of book like here.

Kathleen Hernandez:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called
of book From Khartoum to Jerusalem: The Dragoman Solomon Negima and his Clients (1885–1933). You
can include your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make
a person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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