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"An exciting voyage through Florida’s past. . . . Almost every page could make
you say, I didn’t know that!"Tampa Tribune

"Gannon’s love for Florida comes through in a marvelous narrative style [that]
doesn’t bog down in dates and reams of facts that historians find interesting, but
others don’t."--Miami Herald

"First rate . . . desperately needed . . . entertaining . . . fun!"--Orlando Sentinel

"Gannon is a lifelong student of the history of his state, an acclaimed teacher, a
masterful and tireless raconteur, and a superb stylist. Florida: A Short History
showcases each of these strengths and talents and contains the latest
archaeological and historical scholarship."--Florida Historical Quarterly

As if Ponce de León, who happened on the peninsula in 1513, returned today to
demand a quick reckoning (“Tell me what happened after I was there, but leave
out the boring parts!”), Michael Gannon recounts the longest recorded history of
any state in the nation in twenty-seven brisk, fully illustrated chapters.

From indigenous tribes who lived along spring-fed streams to environmentalists
who labor to "Save Our Rivers," from the first conquistadors whose broad black
ships astonished the natives to the 123,000 refugees whose unexpected
immigration stunned South Floridians in 1980, the story of the state is as rich and
distinctive as the story of America.

And it’s older than most people think. As Gannon writes, “By the time the
Pilgrims came ashore at Plymouth, St. Augustine was up for urban renewal. It
was a town with fort, church, seminary, six-bed hospital, fish market, and about
120 shops and houses. Because La Florida stretched north from the Keys to
Newfoundland and west to Texas, St. Augustine could claim to be the capital of
much of what is now the United States.”

Gannon tells his fast-marching saga in chronological fashion. Starting with the
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wilderness of the ancient earth, he fills the landscape with Indians, colonists,
pioneers, entrepreneurs, politicians, and the panorama of Florida today--“the
broad superhighways that wind past horse farms, retirement communities,
international airports, launch pads, futuristic attractions, and come to rest, finally,
amidst the gleaming towers of Oz?like cities.” This revised edition concludes
with a look into the twenty-first century, including “in-migration,” restoration of
the Everglades, education, the work force, and the infamous 2000 presidential
election.

Michael Gannon is distinguished service professor emeritus of history at the
University of Florida. Among other honors, he has received the first Arthur W.
Thompson Prize from the Florida Historical Society and the decoration Knight
Commander of the Order of Isabel la Católica from King Juan Carlos I of Spain.
He is the author of the best-selling Operation Drumbeat and editor of The New
History of Florida.
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"An exciting voyage through Florida’s past. . . . Almost every page could make you say, I didn’t know
that!"Tampa Tribune

"Gannon’s love for Florida comes through in a marvelous narrative style [that] doesn’t bog down in dates
and reams of facts that historians find interesting, but others don’t."--Miami Herald

"First rate . . . desperately needed . . . entertaining . . . fun!"--Orlando Sentinel

"Gannon is a lifelong student of the history of his state, an acclaimed teacher, a masterful and tireless
raconteur, and a superb stylist. Florida: A Short History showcases each of these strengths and talents and
contains the latest archaeological and historical scholarship."--Florida Historical Quarterly

As if Ponce de León, who happened on the peninsula in 1513, returned today to demand a quick reckoning
(“Tell me what happened after I was there, but leave out the boring parts!”), Michael Gannon recounts the
longest recorded history of any state in the nation in twenty-seven brisk, fully illustrated chapters.

From indigenous tribes who lived along spring-fed streams to environmentalists who labor to "Save Our
Rivers," from the first conquistadors whose broad black ships astonished the natives to the 123,000 refugees
whose unexpected immigration stunned South Floridians in 1980, the story of the state is as rich and
distinctive as the story of America.

And it’s older than most people think. As Gannon writes, “By the time the Pilgrims came ashore at
Plymouth, St. Augustine was up for urban renewal. It was a town with fort, church, seminary, six-bed
hospital, fish market, and about 120 shops and houses. Because La Florida stretched north from the Keys to
Newfoundland and west to Texas, St. Augustine could claim to be the capital of much of what is now the
United States.”

Gannon tells his fast-marching saga in chronological fashion. Starting with the wilderness of the ancient
earth, he fills the landscape with Indians, colonists, pioneers, entrepreneurs, politicians, and the panorama of
Florida today--“the broad superhighways that wind past horse farms, retirement communities, international
airports, launch pads, futuristic attractions, and come to rest, finally, amidst the gleaming towers of Oz?like
cities.” This revised edition concludes with a look into the twenty-first century, including “in-migration,”
restoration of the Everglades, education, the work force, and the infamous 2000 presidential election.

Michael Gannon is distinguished service professor emeritus of history at the University of Florida. Among
other honors, he has received the first Arthur W. Thompson Prize from the Florida Historical Society and the
decoration Knight Commander of the Order of Isabel la Católica from King Juan Carlos I of Spain. He is the
author of the best-selling Operation Drumbeat and editor of The New History of Florida.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
This is a welcome mini-successor to Charlton Tebeau's out-of-print A History of Florida. Gannon (history,
Univ. of Florida) has updated coverage of the state's long history to include minorities, women, and
environmental concerns through the year of Hurricane Andrew, focusing more on social than political
history. The book contains some minor factual errors: the town of Cedar Key is misspelled several times as
Cedar Keys, which is an offshore wildlife refuge; Gannon laments the exclusionary policies of the
Universities of Miami and Florida, which in the 1940s excluded blacks from sports teams, while ignoring the
opportunities then afforded African Americans at A&M College, which produced renowned athletes Willie
Gallimore and Althea Gibson. Despite these slips, Gannon's work belongs on all library shelves.
- Susan Hamburger, Alderman Lib., Univ. of Virginia Lib., Charlottesville
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Gannon is a lifelong student of the history of his state, an acclaimed teacher, a masterful and tireless
raconteur, and a superb stylist. Florida: A Short History showcases each of these strengths and talents and
contains the latest archaeological and historical scholarship."

About the Author

Michael Gannon is distinguished service professor emeritus of history at the University of Florida. Among
other honors, he has received the first Arthur W. Thompson Prize from the Florida Historical Society and the
decoration Knight Commander of the Order of Isabel la Católica from King Juan Carlos I of Spain. He is the
author of the best-selling Operation Drumbeat and editor of The New History of Florida.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Catherine Williams:

Often the book Florida: A Short History (Columbus Quincentenary) has a lot details on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get
the point easily after scanning this book.

Sylvia Harrington:

The reason? Because this Florida: A Short History (Columbus Quincentenary) is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical



thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

David Smith:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer might be Florida: A Short History (Columbus Quincentenary) why because the excellent
cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be
fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Robin Bone:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of
book Florida: A Short History (Columbus Quincentenary). You can add your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential
that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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