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Philosophical controversies within contemporary critical theory arise largely
from questions about the nature, scope and limits of human reason. As the
linguistic turn in twentieth-century philosophy has increasingly given way to a
sociocritical turn, traditional ideas of 'pure' reason have been left further and
further behind. There is however considerable disagreement about what that shift
entails for enlightenment ideals of self-consciousness, self-determination, and
self-realization.

In this book two prominent philosophers bring these disagreements into focus
around a set of familiar philosophical issues concerning reason and the rational
subject, truth and representation, knowledge and objectivity, identity and
difference, relativism and universalism, the right and the good. But these
"perennial problems" are resituated within the context of critical theory as it has
developed from the work of the Frankfurt School in the 1930's and 1940's to the
multiplicity of contemporary approaches: genealogical, hermeneutic,
neopragmatist, deconstructive, and reconstructive.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Philosophical controversies within contemporary critical theory arise largely from questions about the nature,
scope and limits of human reason. As the linguistic turn in twentieth-century philosophy has increasingly
given way to a sociocritical turn, traditional ideas of 'pure' reason have been left further and further behind.
There is however considerable disagreement about what that shift entails for enlightenment ideals of self-
consciousness, self-determination, and self-realization.

In this book two prominent philosophers bring these disagreements into focus around a set of familiar
philosophical issues concerning reason and the rational subject, truth and representation, knowledge and
objectivity, identity and difference, relativism and universalism, the right and the good. But these "perennial
problems" are resituated within the context of critical theory as it has developed from the work of the
Frankfurt School in the 1930's and 1940's to the multiplicity of contemporary approaches: genealogical,
hermeneutic, neopragmatist, deconstructive, and reconstructive.

About the Author
David Couzens Hoy taught at Princeton Columbia, and Yale before going to the University of California,
Santa Cruz, where he is Professor of Philosophy and of the History of Consiousness graduate program. He
edited Foucault: A Critical Reader (Blackwell) and has authored, in addition to many essays on modern and
postmodern European philosophers, a book on hermeneutics entitled The Critical Circle.

Thomas McCarthy is Professor of Philosophy and John Shaffer Professor in the Humanities at
Northwestern University. He is the author of The Critical Theory of Jurgen Habermas and Ideals and
Illusions, and is the general editor of the series Studies in Contemporary German Social Thought.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karen Arsenault:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably
you will need this Critical Theory.

John White:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.



Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Critical Theory book as nice and daily
reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Eunice Randle:

The book untitled Critical Theory is the publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of
Critical Theory from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Mike Hart:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Critical Theory was colourful and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book Critical Theory has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to
choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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