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Utopia Limited is an original, engaging account of how postmodernism emerged
from the political and cultural upheaval of the 1960s. Marianne DeKoven argues
that aspects of sixties radical politics and culture simultaneously embodied the
full, final flowering of the modern and the beginning of the postmodern.
Analyzing classic sixties texts, DeKoven shows where the utopian master
narratives underlying the radical and countercultural movements gave way to the
“utopia limited” of the postmodern as a range of competing political values and
desires came to the fore. She identifies the pivots where the modern was
superseded by the nascent postmodern: where modern mass culture was replaced
by postmodern popular culture, modern egalitarianism morphed into postmodern
populism, and modern individualism fragmented into postmodern politics and
cultures of subjectivity.

DeKoven rigorously analyzes a broad array of cultural and political texts
important in the sixties—from popular favorites such as William S. Burroughs’s
Naked Lunch to political manifestoes including The Port Huron Statement, the
founding document of SDS (Students for a Democratic Society). She examines
texts that overtly discuss the conflict in Vietnam, Black Power, and second-wave
feminism—including Frances FitzGerald’s Fire in the Lake, James Baldwin’s
The Fire Next Time, and Shulamith Firestone’s The Dialectic of Sex;
experimental pieces such as The Living Theatre’s Paradise Now; influential
philosophical works including Roland Barthes’s Mythologies and Herbert
Marcuse’s One-Dimensional Man; and explorations of Las Vegas, the prime
location of postmodernity. Providing extensive annotated bibliographies on both
the sixties and postmodernism, Utopia Limited is an invaluable resource for
understanding the impact of that tumultuous decade on the present.
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Utopia Limited is an original, engaging account of how postmodernism emerged from the political and
cultural upheaval of the 1960s. Marianne DeKoven argues that aspects of sixties radical politics and culture
simultaneously embodied the full, final flowering of the modern and the beginning of the postmodern.
Analyzing classic sixties texts, DeKoven shows where the utopian master narratives underlying the radical
and countercultural movements gave way to the “utopia limited” of the postmodern as a range of competing
political values and desires came to the fore. She identifies the pivots where the modern was superseded by
the nascent postmodern: where modern mass culture was replaced by postmodern popular culture, modern
egalitarianism morphed into postmodern populism, and modern individualism fragmented into postmodern
politics and cultures of subjectivity.

DeKoven rigorously analyzes a broad array of cultural and political texts important in the sixties—from
popular favorites such as William S. Burroughs’s Naked Lunch to political manifestoes including The Port
Huron Statement, the founding document of SDS (Students for a Democratic Society). She examines texts
that overtly discuss the conflict in Vietnam, Black Power, and second-wave feminism—including Frances
FitzGerald’s Fire in the Lake, James Baldwin’s The Fire Next Time, and Shulamith Firestone’s The Dialectic
of Sex; experimental pieces such as The Living Theatre’s Paradise Now; influential philosophical works
including Roland Barthes’s Mythologies and Herbert Marcuse’s One-Dimensional Man; and explorations of
Las Vegas, the prime location of postmodernity. Providing extensive annotated bibliographies on both the
sixties and postmodernism, Utopia Limited is an invaluable resource for understanding the impact of that
tumultuous decade on the present.
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Editorial Review

Review

“In a series of wrenching, heretical re-readings of its classics, Marianne DeKoven rescues the decade of the
sixties from a false familiarity and restores a sense of its adventurous if fragile alliance between literature
and theory, modernist utopian critique and the messy creativity of the postmodern present. Instead of the
usual nostalgia and polemic, Utopia Limited delivers intellectual precision and tough love. The story of the
sixties has never been told with more rigor or more freshness.”—Bruce Robbins, author of Feeling Global:
Internationalism in Distress

“Marianne DeKoven has written a blueprint for how to delve deep into the sixties without romantic or
cynical nostalgia. She recaptures fully that cultural moment by showing how sixties writers kept sliding back
and forth between totalizing dreams of utopia and more private and diverse expressions of their wishes and
identities.”—Ann Snitow, coeditor of The Feminist Memoir Project: Voices from Women’s Liberation

“Utopia Limited will set in place a new way of understanding the interface between social, cultural, and
political impulses in the sixties. Its aim—and its success—is not simply to mark out what we can now see as
the emergent postmodern in texts as diverse as The Port Huron Statement and Fear and Loathing in Las
Vegas, but to interpret, through attentive close readings, precisely how and where the modern and nascent
postmodern are joined in such texts.”—Cora Kaplan, author of Sea Changes: Essays on Culture and
Feminism

From the Back Cover
""Utopia Limited "will set in place a new way of understanding the interface between social, cultural, and
political impulses in the sixties. Its aim--and its success--is not simply to mark out what we can now see as
the emergent postmodern in texts as diverse as "The Port Huron Statement" and "Fear and Loathing in Las
Vegas, " but to interpret, through attentive close readings, precisely how and where the modern and nascent
postmodern are joined in such texts."--Cora Kaplan, author of "Sea Changes: Essays on Culture and
Feminism"

About the Author

Marianne DeKoven is Professor of English at Rutgers University. She is the author of Rich and Strange:
Gender, History, Modernism and A Different Language: Gertrude Stein’s Experimental Writing and the
editor of Feminist Locations: Global and Local, Theory and Practice.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Deborah Anderson:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Utopia Limited: The Sixties and the Emergence of the Postmodern (Post-Contemporary Interventions), you
could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others,
make them reading a e-book.

Dolores Stiger:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The Utopia
Limited: The Sixties and the Emergence of the Postmodern (Post-Contemporary Interventions) offer you a
new experience in reading a book.

Federico Crouch:

This Utopia Limited: The Sixties and the Emergence of the Postmodern (Post-Contemporary Interventions)
is brand new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having
tiny amount of digest in reading this Utopia Limited: The Sixties and the Emergence of the Postmodern
(Post-Contemporary Interventions) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this
specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form that is reachable by
anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book style for
your better life and also knowledge.

Abel Cooke:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This e-book Utopia Limited: The Sixties and the Emergence of the
Postmodern (Post-Contemporary Interventions) was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add
your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book.
If you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like
right now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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