
Problems of Knowledge and Freedom: The
Russell Lectures

By Noam Chomsky

Problems of Knowledge and Freedom: The Russell Lectures By Noam
Chomsky

Originally delivered in 1971 as the first Cambridge lectures in memory of
Bertrand Russell, Problems of Knowledge and Freedom is a masterful and cogent
synthesis of Noam Chomsky’s moral philosophy, linguistic analysis, and
emergent political critique of America’s war in Vietnam.

In the first half of this wide-ranging work, Chomsky takes up Russell’s lifelong
search for the empirical principles of human understanding, in a philosophical
overview referencing Hume, Wittgenstein, von Humboldt, and others. In the
following half, aptly titled “On Changing the World,” Chomsky applies these
concepts to the issues that would remain the focus of his increasingly political
work of the period—his criticisms of the war in Indochina and the Cold War
ideology that supported it, of the centralization of U.S. decision-making in the
Pentagon and the growing influence of multinational corporations in those
circles, and of the politicization of American universities in the post–World War
II years, as well as his analyses of the Cuban Missile Crisis and Nixon’s foreign
policies.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A subtle and scrupulous look at some of the most interesting work done in our time on language and mind."
—George Steiner, The New York Times Book Review

"The first time Chomsky has joined his linguistic and political writings under one cover." —America

About the Author

Noam Chomsky is the Institute Professor and a professor of linguistics, emeritus, at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology. A world-renowned linguist and political activist, he is the author of numerous
books, including On Language: Chomsky’s Classic Works Language and Responsibility and Reflections on
Language; Understanding Power: The Indispensable Chomsky, edited by Peter R. Mitchell and John
Schoeffel; American Power and the New Mandarins; For Reasons of State; Problems of Knowledge and
Freedom; Objectivity and Liberal Scholarship; Towards a New Cold War: U.S. Foreign Policy from Vietnam
to Reagan; The Essential Chomsky, edited by Anthony Arnove; and On Anarchism, and a co-author (with Ira
Katznelson, R.C. Lewontin, David Montgomery, Laura Nader, Richard Ohmann, Ray Siever, Immanuel
Wallerstein, and Howard Zinn) of The Cold War and the University: Toward an Intellectual History of the
Postwar Years and (with Michel Foucault) of The Chomsky-Foucault Debate, all published by The New
Press. He lives in Lexington, Massachusetts.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Sims:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Problems of Knowledge and Freedom:
The Russell Lectures. All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Debbie Jones:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Problems of Knowledge and
Freedom: The Russell Lectures that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they
react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start looking
at as your good habit, you are able to pick Problems of Knowledge and Freedom: The Russell Lectures



become your current starter.

Zachary Kirkland:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of
book Problems of Knowledge and Freedom: The Russell Lectures. You'll be able to your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Rita Furguson:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. Through the book Problems of Knowledge and Freedom: The Russell Lectures we can get
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time
book Problems of Knowledge and Freedom: The Russell Lectures. You can more appealing than now.
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