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The appearance, more than sixty years after the Spanish Civil War ended, of
mass graves containing victims of Francisco Franco's death squads finally broke
what Spaniards call "the pact of forgetting"?the unwritten understanding that
their recent, painful past was best left unexplored. At this charged moment, Giles
Tremlett embarked on a journey around the country and through its history to
discover why some of Europe's most voluble people have kept silent so long.

Ghosts of Spain is the fascinating result of that journey. In elegant and passionate
prose, Tremlett unveils the tinderbox of disagreements that mark the country
today. Delving into such emotional questions as who caused the Civil War, why
Basque terrorists kill, why Catalans hate Madrid, and whether the Islamist
bombers who killed 190 people in 2004 dreamed of a return to Spain's Moorish
past, Tremlett finds the ghosts of the past everywhere. At the same time, he
offers trenchant observations on more quotidian aspects of Spanish life today: the
reasons, for example, Spaniards dislike authority figures, but are cowed by a
doctor's white coat, and how women have embraced feminism without men
noticing.

Drawing on the author's twenty years of experience living in Spain, Ghosts of
Spain is a revelatory book about one of Europe's most exciting countries.
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Editorial Review

Review

“[Tremlett] paints a rich, multicolored canvas of one of Europe's most fascinating nations.” ?Entertainment
Weekly

“This well traveled journalist…knows his subject as he ventures through the past to explain the present
personality of a country so varied that even in modern times its complicated medieval legacy is part of
everyday life.” ?Washington Times (Ann Geracimos)

“Tremlett has written a smart and highly readable book that mixes incisive political history with
sophisticated cultural reporting.” ?Seattle Times (Robin Updike)

“[An] incisive and engaging book….[Tremlett's] sober analysis of how the Madrid train bombings of March
11, 2004...exposed deep fissures in Spanish society is the best report I've read on the subject….[A]n
invaluable book. Indeed, since it appeared in Britain last year, 'Ghosts of Spain' has become something of a
bible for those of us extranjeros who have chosen to live in Spain. A country finally facing its past could
scarcely hope for a better, or more enamored, chronicler of its present.” ?New York Times Book Review
(Sarah Wildman)

“ [An] affectionate, deeply informed tour of the country…. a highly informative, well-written introduction to
post-Franco Spain. Mr. Tremlett's taut recounting of the 2004 train bombings in Madrid makes especially
timely reading, with the suspects now on trial.” ?New York Times (William Grimes)

“Mr. Tremlett['s]...affectionate yet critical intimacy with the country helps to make this book much more
than an ordinary journalistic survey….Extended residency has...allowed Mr. Tremlett to gather off-beat
stories distinctly revealing of his adopted land.” ?Wall Street Journal (Francis X. Rocco)

“[A] provocative and vividly written book that is part history, part political and social commentary, and part
love letter….This book should be in all public and academic library collections on Spanish history and
culture.” ?Library Journal

“Tremlett…went native almost immediately upon his arrival in Spain twenty years ago. He wants us to see,
hear, touch, and taste exactly why….there are pages here on almost every exemplary, cautionary, and
symbolic aspect of Old Spain and New.” ?Harpers (John Leonard)

“[A]n evocative, often poignant sojourn through the as-yet uncleared psychic mists of the civil war.” ?Star-
Tribune (Michael J. Bonafield)

About the Author

Giles Tremlett is the Guardian's Madrid correspondent. He has lived in, and written about, Spain for the
past twenty years.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christopher Miller:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Ghosts of Spain: Travels Through
Spain and Its Silent Past. All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for the internet
sources or other social media.

Terry Crabtree:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
as compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find book that
need more time to be examine. Ghosts of Spain: Travels Through Spain and Its Silent Past can be your
answer because it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Walter Taylor:

Beside this kind of Ghosts of Spain: Travels Through Spain and Its Silent Past in your phone, it could give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got
here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Ghosts of Spain: Travels Through Spain and Its Silent Past because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here
cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book
and read it from at this point!

Bruce Alexander:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Ghosts of Spain: Travels Through Spain
and Its Silent Past or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes Ghosts of Spain: Travels Through Spain and Its Silent Past to make your spare
time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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