
Fighting EOKA: The British Counter-
Insurgency Campaign on Cyprus, 1955-1959

By David French

Fighting EOKA: The British Counter-Insurgency Campaign on Cyprus,
1955-1959 By David French

Drawing upon a wide range of unpublished sources, including files from the
recently-released Foreign and Commonwealth Office 'migrated archive', Fighting
EOKA is the first full account of the operations of the British security forces on
Cyprus in the second half of the 1950s. It shows how between 1955 and 1959
these forces tried to defeat the Greek Cypriot paramilitary organisation, EOKA,
which was fighting to bring about enosis, that is the union
between Cyprus and Greece.

By tracing the evolving pattern of EOKA violence and the responses of the
police, the British army, the civil administration on the island, and the minority
Turkish Cypriot community, David French explains why the British could
contain the military threat posed by EOKA, but could not eliminate it. The result
was that by the spring of 1959 a political stalemate had descended upon Cyprus,
and none of the contending parties had achieved their full objectives. Greek
Cypriots had to be content
with independence rather than enosis. Turkish Cypriots, who had hoped to see
the island partitioned on ethnic lines, were given only a share of power in the
government of the new Republic, and the British, who had hoped to retain
sovereignty over the whole of the island, were left in control of just two
military enclaves.
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Drawing upon a wide range of unpublished sources, including files from the recently-released Foreign and
Commonwealth Office 'migrated archive', Fighting EOKA is the first full account of the operations of the
British security forces on Cyprus in the second half of the 1950s. It shows how between 1955 and 1959 these
forces tried to defeat the Greek Cypriot paramilitary organisation, EOKA, which was fighting to bring about
enosis, that is the union
between Cyprus and Greece.

By tracing the evolving pattern of EOKA violence and the responses of the police, the British army, the civil
administration on the island, and the minority Turkish Cypriot community, David French explains why the
British could contain the military threat posed by EOKA, but could not eliminate it. The result was that by
the spring of 1959 a political stalemate had descended upon Cyprus, and none of the contending parties had
achieved their full objectives. Greek Cypriots had to be content
with independence rather than enosis. Turkish Cypriots, who had hoped to see the island partitioned on
ethnic lines, were given only a share of power in the government of the new Republic, and the British, who
had hoped to retain sovereignty over the whole of the island, were left in control of just two
military enclaves.
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Editorial Review

Review
exceptional ... It is no easy task for anyone to write about the Cyprus emergency because it can excite
passions from the various sides involved, but French succeeds because he tells it how it is. His account is
impressive ... and logically structured. The argument is based on a thorough analysis of the archival material,
including the recently released FCO files ... as a historian I am thankful that he has done such a thorough job
Dr Andrekos Varnava, Reviews in History [this book] will surely endure as the authoritative account of the
Cyprus 'Emergency' ... a gripping investigation of a fast-moving but ultimately exasperating conflict. An
'investigation' for two reasons: one is that the book's findings rest substantially on recent releases from the
FCO 'migrated archive' of security-related colonial files; the other is that French, a scrupulous empiricist,
applies the skills of the forensic analysis, cross-referencing accounts and weighing conflicting evidence to
reach his conclusions. Martin Thomas, Intelligence and National Security this is an authoritative and
exhaustive resource for anyone who needs to understand the Cyprus emergency in its domestic and
international aspects or is interested in issues surrounding the control of force and reactions to excessive
force and losses of control. Karl Hack, British Journal for Military History

About the Author

David French, Professor Emeritus, University College London

David French was born in Essex in 1954 and educated at the University of York and the War Studies
Department at King's College London. After briefly holding teaching posts at North London Polytechnic, the
University of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and Heriot-Watt University, he spent 27 years at University College
London, before taking early retirement to become a full-time writer. The author of eight previous books, he
has been the recipient of the Arthur Goodzeit Prize of the New York Military Affairs Symposium, and is a
three-times winner of the Templer Medal awarded by the Society for Army Historical Research. He is a
Fellow of both the Royal Historical Society and the Historical Association.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kenneth Tillman:

The book Fighting EOKA: The British Counter-Insurgency Campaign on Cyprus, 1955-1959 make you feel
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your
best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
examining a book Fighting EOKA: The British Counter-Insurgency Campaign on Cyprus, 1955-1959 to get
your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge
about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a book Fighting EOKA:
The British Counter-Insurgency Campaign on Cyprus, 1955-1959. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?



Michelle Seidl:

This Fighting EOKA: The British Counter-Insurgency Campaign on Cyprus, 1955-1959 book is not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read
a lot of information you will get. This kind of Fighting EOKA: The British Counter-Insurgency Campaign on
Cyprus, 1955-1959 without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't become worry Fighting EOKA: The British Counter-Insurgency Campaign
on Cyprus, 1955-1959 can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into
full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Fighting EOKA: The British Counter-
Insurgency Campaign on Cyprus, 1955-1959 having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will
not really feel uninterested in reading.

Rachel Kaufman:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Fighting EOKA: The British
Counter-Insurgency Campaign on Cyprus, 1955-1959 is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Jessica Harris:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
called of book Fighting EOKA: The British Counter-Insurgency Campaign on Cyprus, 1955-1959. You'll be
able to your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a
person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
location to other place.
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