
Faster Than a Speeding Bullet: The Rise of
the Graphic Novel

By Stephen Weiner

Faster Than a Speeding Bullet: The Rise of the Graphic Novel By Stephen
Weiner

It took a few years of false starts but now it’s official: the graphic novel form is
the fastest growing new category of publishing, rising like a meteor. Stephen
(The 101 Best Graphic Novels) Weiner takes us on a historical tour of this format
with a bit of background on comics as a whole.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
A quickie guide to the history of comics by the author of The 101 Best Graphic Novels, this slim tome
covers the usual ground in few new ways. Weiner begins with the rise of the commercial comic strip, follows
the medium into comic books and superheroes, then up through the turbulent 1960s underground, and on into
Will Eisner's work, the mature superheroics of the '80s, the epochal Maus and the new alternative comics.
Along the way, Weiner does something unique: he describes the history of the graphic novel in the book
trade. Though his facts are a little fuzzy (e.g., the first graphic novel from a mainstream publisher remains far
murkier than his claim for Eisner's A Contract With God), this is a noteworthy attempt to trace the current
boom in the industry and to distance thematic and commercial relatives such as Eisner, or Jules Feiffer's
Tantrum. But this one diversion aside, the effort reeks of a quick cash-in. Although it purports to be history,
it focuses only on what's strong in the marketplace today (e.g., Neil Gaiman, Bone, etc.), and ignores lesser
known but equally available titles. And so while Weiner can put all those bestsellers in some context, his
book won't take readers, buyers or librarians anywhere new. The graphic novel is, as Weiner claims, an
exciting new frontier with old roots, and as such it needs a stronger treatment than this.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

About the Author

Stephen Weiner
is the director of a library in Massachusetts and renowned pioneering expert in the field of graphic novels for
two decades, as well as the author of 101 Best Graphic Novels.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Barnett:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something
that they don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Faster Than a Speeding
Bullet: The Rise of the Graphic Novel. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

Stephen Beatty:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Faster Than a Speeding Bullet: The
Rise of the Graphic Novel publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Faster Than
a Speeding Bullet: The Rise of the Graphic Novel as good book not simply by the cover but also from the
content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing yet



another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Tiffany Hernandez:

This Faster Than a Speeding Bullet: The Rise of the Graphic Novel is great book for you because the content
that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having
Faster Than a Speeding Bullet: The Rise of the Graphic Novel in your hand like finding the world in your
arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or
fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and
Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Richard Taylor:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
From the book Faster Than a Speeding Bullet: The Rise of the Graphic Novel we can have more advantage.
Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book
that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book Faster Than a Speeding
Bullet: The Rise of the Graphic Novel. You can more inviting than now.
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