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Girls Rock! explores the many ways women have defined themselves as rock
musicians in an industry once dominated and controlled by men. Integrating
history, feminist analysis, and developmental theory, the authors describe how
and why women have become rock musicians?what inspires them to play and
perform, how they write, what their music means to them, and what they hope
their music means to listeners. As these musicians tell their stories, topics emerge
that illuminate broader trends in rock's history. From Wanda Jackson's
revolutionary act of picking up a guitar to the current success of independent
artists such as Ani DiFranco, Girls Rock! examines the shared threads of these
performers' lives and the evolution of women's roles in rock music since its
beginnings in the 1950s. This provocative investigation of women in rock is
based on numerous interviews with a broad spectrum of women
performers?those who have achieved fame and those just starting bands, those
playing at local coffeehouses and those selling out huge arenas. Girls Rock!
celebrates what female musicians have to teach about their experiences as
women, artists, and rock musicians.
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Girls Rock! explores the many ways women have defined themselves as rock musicians in an industry once
dominated and controlled by men. Integrating history, feminist analysis, and developmental theory, the
authors describe how and why women have become rock musicians?what inspires them to play and perform,
how they write, what their music means to them, and what they hope their music means to listeners. As these
musicians tell their stories, topics emerge that illuminate broader trends in rock's history. From Wanda
Jackson's revolutionary act of picking up a guitar to the current success of independent artists such as Ani
DiFranco, Girls Rock! examines the shared threads of these performers' lives and the evolution of women's
roles in rock music since its beginnings in the 1950s. This provocative investigation of women in rock is
based on numerous interviews with a broad spectrum of women performers?those who have achieved fame
and those just starting bands, those playing at local coffeehouses and those selling out huge arenas. Girls
Rock! celebrates what female musicians have to teach about their experiences as women, artists, and rock
musicians.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Chosen for the 2005 Amelia Bloomer Recommended List of the American Library Association."?

"The stories are touching, personal, gritty, real, and political. . . . It gave me a sense of a legacy, that we have
grandmas who've been building these bridges for us. It's a powerful thing to be written into being, to
illuminate the hidden stories with joy."?Clamor

"An exploration of women as musicians, their relationship to the music industry, and the way women
construct their identities as girls who rock."?Corvallis (OR) Gazette-Times

"Combines feminist analysis, history, and developmental theory to describe women's journey on the rock 'n'
roll road."?Eugene (OR) Register-Guard

"Treats female rockers with the depth and seriousness that they deserve and have all to often been
denied."?Iola (WI) Goldmine

"Manages to avoid the conflation of popular music to pop stars and instead to incorporate lesser-known
musicians into the history of rock."?Journal of Material Culture

"Sets out to find out how women develop identities as rock 'n' roll musicians. It's not a book about women
and rock; rather, Girls Rock! Discusses women's relationship to rock."?Portland Oregonian

"Carson, Lewis, and Shaw have written a book that fills a significant gap in the current discourse on women
in popular music. They examine the connection between selfhood and music-making in a way that both
validates and honors the unique experience of women in rock-and-roll. These girls rock!"?Teresa Reed,
author of The Holy Profane: Religion in Black Popular Music

About the Author
Mina Carson, associate professor of history at Oregon State University, is the author of Settlement Folk:
Social Thought and the American Settlement Movement, 1885-1930.

Tisa Lewis, professor of human development and Christian education at Montreat College, is the author of
Faith Influences: Gospel Responsibilities in a Changing World.

Susan M. Shaw, director of the Women Studies Program at Oregon State University, is the coauthor of
Women’s Voices, Feminist Visions: Classic and Contemporary Readings.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kathy Hunnicutt:

Here thing why this specific Girls Rock!: Fifty Years of Women Making Music are different and reliable to
be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb ports which is the
content is as yummy as food or not. Girls Rock!: Fifty Years of Women Making Music giving you



information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no reserve that
similar with Girls Rock!: Fifty Years of Women Making Music. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open
up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is probably can be happened
around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. Should
you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Girls Rock!: Fifty Years of
Women Making Music in e-book can be your alternate.

Brenda Taylor:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the reserve untitled Girls Rock!: Fifty Years of Women Making Music can be fine book to
read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Tasha Banda:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer can be Girls Rock!: Fifty Years of Women Making Music why because the
excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

Mike Edwards:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Girls Rock!: Fifty Years of
Women Making Music.
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