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Anyone living or working in a city has feared or experienced street crime at one
time or another; whether it be a mugging, purse snatching, or a more violent
crime. In the U.S., street crime has recently hovered near historic lows; hence,
the declaration of certain analysts that street life in America has never been safer.
But is it really? Street crime has changed over past decades, especially with the
advent of surveillance cameras in public places—the territory of the street
criminal—but at the same time, criminals have found ways to adapt. This
encyclopedic reference focuses primarily on urban lifestyle and its associated
crimes, ranging from burglary to drug peddling to murder to new, more
sophisticated forms of street crime and scams. This traditional A-to-Z reference
has significant coverage of police and courts and other criminal justice sub-
disciplines while also featuring thematic articles on the sociology of street crime.

Features & Benefits:

175 signed entries within a single volume in print and electronic formats■

provide in-depth coverage to the topic of street crime in America.
Cross-References and Suggestions for Further Readings guide readers to■

additional resources.
Entries are supported by vivid photos and illustrations to better bring the■

material alive.
A thematic Reader's Guide groups related entries by broad topic areas and,■

within the electronic version, combines with Cross-References and a detailed
Index for convenient search-and-browse capabilities.
A Chronology provides readers with a historical perspective of street crime in■

America.
Appendices provide sources of data and statistics, annotated to highlight their■

relevance.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Although street crime affects cities, communities, and families across the country, it is a
topic generally not given exclusive coverage in criminology or criminal-justice reference works or textbooks.
Encyclopedia of Street Crime in America is unique in that it focuses solely on the various aspects of street
crime, providing comprehensive coverage of such topics as well-known criminal cases, types of crimes and
perpetrators, law-enforcement and other governmental and community-based criminal-justice agencies,
notable politicians, legislation and initiatives, crime-prevention strategies, and criminology theory. The
detailed, up-to-date entries give historical and statistical information, real-life examples, pros and cons,
public reaction, and the state of the topic today. Each entry contains a see also section, directing readers to
related topics, and a bibliography for further reading. The volume also contains additional information to aid
in utilizing the volume effectively and understanding the history and complexities of street crime. The
traditional A–Z entry list is supplemented by a “Reader’s Guide,” which organizes entries by broad theme,
and an accurate, detailed index with cross-referencing. A chronology highlighting major events and factors
affecting street crime from 1630 to the present day; a glossary defining street-crime-related terms that are
heavily used in the media and popular culture; and an appendix that illustrates and interprets population
changes, crime data, and statistics from 25 of the largest U.S. cities provide context and a historical
perspective. Finally, a resource guide lists relevant books, journals, and websites for further research.
Encyclopedia of Street Crime in America provides complete, current coverage of a unique and relevant topic.
Not only is the volume an invaluable resource for students of sociology, psychology, criminology, criminal
justice, and political science but it contains interesting and useful information on a topic that affects us daily,
making this volume a great addition to public and university libraries. --Kaela Casey

Review
"Ross... adroitly compiles informative essays...., focusing on street crime in the largest U.S. cities.... The
well-written and well-researched articles, by 146 scholars representing major universities across the country,
range in length from a few hundred words to several pages. VERDICT: An outstanding one-volume source
on a subject that regularly makes headlines. Researchers and readers at all levels will value highly its
compelling information, ease of use, and sensible organization." (Rob Tench Library Journal 2013-07-01)

"...Encyclopedia of Street Crime in America provides complete, current coverage of a unique and relevant
topic. Not only is the volume an invaluable resource for students of sociology, psychology, criminology,
criminal justice, and political science but it contains interesting and useful information on a topic that affects
us daily, making this volume a great addition to public and university libraries." (Kaela Casey 2013-08-01)

"...readers will learn a considerable amount from this volume. Written in a readable style and eschewing
theory for people and places, this is a perfect starter volume for a high school or undergraduate term paper.
Summing Up: Recommended." (A.C. Aycock CHOICE 2013-10-01)

About the Author
Jeffrey Ian Ross, Ph.D. is an Professor, School of Criminal Justice, and a Research Fellow at the Center for
Comparative and International Law at the University of Baltimore. He has conducted research, written, and
lectured on national security, political violence, political crime, policing, and corrections for over fifteen
years. His work has appeared in many academic journals and books, as well as articles in popular magazines.
He is the author of Making News of Police Violence (Praeger, 2000), co-author (with Stephen C. Richards) of

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Behind Bars: Surviving Prison (Macmillan, 2002), editor of Controlling State Crime (2nd Ed.) Transaction
Books, 2000), Violence in Canada: Sociopolitical Perspectives (Oxford University Press, 1995), Cutting The
Edge: Current Perspectives in Radical/Critical Criminology and Criminal Justice (Praeger, 1998), Varieties
of State Crime and its Control (Criminal Justice Press, 1999), and the coeditor (with Stephen C. Richards) of
Convict Criminology (Wadsworth, 2002). In 1986 Ross was the lead expert witness for the Senate of
Canada's Special Committee on Terrorism and Public Safety. He received his Ph.D. in Political Science from
the University of Colorado and was a Social Science Analyst with the National Institute of Justice, a division
of the U.S. Department of Justice before coming to the University of Baltimore.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Aaron Tyler:

The book Encyclopedia of Street Crime in America gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time.
You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book Encyclopedia of
Street Crime in America being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like available and read a reserve
Encyclopedia of Street Crime in America. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Ethan Scott:

This Encyclopedia of Street Crime in America book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world
is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This
Encyclopedia of Street Crime in America without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Encyclopedia of Street Crime in America can bring if you
are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely
laptop even cell phone. This Encyclopedia of Street Crime in America having very good arrangement in
word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Ronald Moffatt:

The e-book untitled Encyclopedia of Street Crime in America is the book that recommended to you to see.
You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that article author use
to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis when write the
book, hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-
book of Encyclopedia of Street Crime in America from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Eric Reynolds:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern



was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know
that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book.
Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Encyclopedia of Street
Crime in America.
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