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In Art Matters, Robert Paul Lamb provides the definitive study of Ernest
Hemingway's short story aesthetics. Lamb locates Hemingway's art in literary
historical contexts and explains what he learned from earlier artists, including
Edgar Allan Poe, Paul Cézanne, Henry James, Guy de Maupassant, Anton
Chekhov, Stephen Crane, Gertrude Stein, James Joyce, and Ezra Pound.
Examining how Hemingway developed this inheritance, Lamb insightfully charts
the evolution of the unique style and innovative techniques that would forever
change the nature of short fiction.

Art Matters opens with an analysis of the authorial effacement Hemingway
learned from Maupassant and Chekhov, followed by fresh perspectives on the
author's famous use of concision and omission. Redefining literary
impressionism and expressionism as alternative modes for depicting modern
consciousness, Lamb demonstrates how Hemingway and Willa Cather learned
these techniques from Crane and made them the foundation of their respective
aesthetics. After examining the development of Hemingway's art of focalization,
he clarifies what Hemingway really learned from Stein and delineates their
different uses of repetition. Turning from techniques to formal elements, Art
Matters anatomizes Hemingway's story openings and endings, analyzes how he
created an entirely unprecedented role for fictional dialogue, explores his
methods of characterization, and categorizes his settings in the fifty-three stories
that comprise his most important work in the genre.

A major contribution to Hemingway scholarship and to the study of modernist
fiction, Art Matters shows exactly how Hemingway's craft functions and argues
persuasively for the importance of studies of articulated technique to any
meaningful understanding of fiction and literary history. The book also develops
vital new ways of understanding the short story genre as Lamb constructs a
critical apparatus for analyzing the short story, introduces to a larger audience
ideas taken from practicing storywriters, theorists, and critics, and coins new
terms and concepts that enrich our understanding of the field.
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In Art Matters, Robert Paul Lamb provides the definitive study of Ernest Hemingway's short story aesthetics.
Lamb locates Hemingway's art in literary historical contexts and explains what he learned from earlier
artists, including Edgar Allan Poe, Paul Cézanne, Henry James, Guy de Maupassant, Anton Chekhov,
Stephen Crane, Gertrude Stein, James Joyce, and Ezra Pound. Examining how Hemingway developed this
inheritance, Lamb insightfully charts the evolution of the unique style and innovative techniques that would
forever change the nature of short fiction.

Art Matters opens with an analysis of the authorial effacement Hemingway learned from Maupassant and
Chekhov, followed by fresh perspectives on the author's famous use of concision and omission. Redefining
literary impressionism and expressionism as alternative modes for depicting modern consciousness, Lamb
demonstrates how Hemingway and Willa Cather learned these techniques from Crane and made them the
foundation of their respective aesthetics. After examining the development of Hemingway's art of
focalization, he clarifies what Hemingway really learned from Stein and delineates their different uses of
repetition. Turning from techniques to formal elements, Art Matters anatomizes Hemingway's story openings
and endings, analyzes how he created an entirely unprecedented role for fictional dialogue, explores his
methods of characterization, and categorizes his settings in the fifty-three stories that comprise his most
important work in the genre.

A major contribution to Hemingway scholarship and to the study of modernist fiction, Art Matters shows
exactly how Hemingway's craft functions and argues persuasively for the importance of studies of articulated
technique to any meaningful understanding of fiction and literary history. The book also develops vital new
ways of understanding the short story genre as Lamb constructs a critical apparatus for analyzing the short
story, introduces to a larger audience ideas taken from practicing storywriters, theorists, and critics, and coins
new terms and concepts that enrich our understanding of the field.
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Editorial Review

Review
Most impressive, greatly of interest to critics and creative writers, and deserves considerable attention from
those interested in the short story, its development, and in Hemingway's importance to the genre. --Fred
Svoboda, The Hemingway Review

Honored by the American Library Association as "An Outstanding Academic Title for 2010" --Choice:
Current Reviews for Academic Libraries

Hemingway was the master craftsman of twentieth-century American prose, perhaps the greatest influence
on the writers who followed him. Lamb's searching and scrupulous book--focused on the most radical part of
Hemingway's legacy, his short fiction--demonstrates exactly how it was done. At the same time, it joins a
small handful of critical works that illuminate the aesthetics of the short story. --Morris Dickstein

Art Matters demonstrates conclusively that Ernest Hemingway's short fiction is rich with aesthetic
implications. The study's analysis of form and technique will challenge preconceived notions of both the
writer and the genre in which he best excelled. Whether examining Hemingway's affinities with the
'dispassionate presentation' of de Maupassant and Chekhov, exploring the strategies that allowed him to
achieve the prerequisite of brevity, or enumerating the dramatic effects of repetition, Lamb shows how style
indeed made the man. The chapter on point of view and voice is essential reading. This book is a major
contribution to Hemingway studies and provides plenty of food for thought for short story historians and
theorists as well. --Kirk Curnutt

Lamb's sweeping study of Ernest Hemingway's short fiction will appeal to a wide range of readers. For
the less experienced, Lamb provides both an introduction and methodological scaffold to help readers better
understand Hemingway's complex techniques and thematic concerns. For the initiated, he offers nuanced,
sophisticated readings of Hemingway's short stories, impressive treatments that expand current
understanding. But no matter the audience, this study illustrates characteristics desirable in a scholarly
treatment: it is readable and engaging; it is supported by comprehensive research; and it is refreshingly
transparent. Lamb covers such topics as Hemingway's use of omission, his employment of impressionism to
depict consciousness, his progressive experiments with effaced narration, and his theories and practices
regarding dialogue. Marrying informative critical theory and perceptive close readings throughout, Lamb
illustrates the complexity of Hemingway's craft as a short story writer and accounts for his significant role in
the development of the modern aesthetic. Summing up: Essential. All readers. -- Choice, August 2010
(Vol. 47, No. 11)

From the Back Cover

In Art Matters, Robert Paul Lamb provides the definitive study of Ernest Hemingway's short story aesthetics.
Lamb locates Hemingway's art in literary historical contexts and explains what he learned from earlier
artists, including Edgar Allan Poe, Paul Cézanne, Henry James, Guy de Maupassant, Anton Chekhov,
Stephen Crane, Gertrude Stein, James Joyce, and Ezra Pound. Examining how Hemingway developed this
inheritance, Lamb insightfully charts the evolution of the unique style and innovative techniques that would
forever change the nature of short fiction.



Turning from techniques to formal elements, Art Matters anatomizes Hemingway's story openings and
endings, analyzes how he created an entirely unprecedented role for fictional dialogue, explores his methods
of characterization, and categorizes his settings in the fifty-three stories that comprise his most important
work in the genre.

A major contribution to Hemingway scholarship and to the study of modernist fiction, Art Matters shows
exactly how Hemingway's craft functions and argues persuasively for the importance of studies of articulated
technique to any meaningful understanding of fiction and literary history. The book also develops vital new
ways of understanding the short story genre as Lamb constructs a critical apparatus for analyzing the short
story, introduces to a larger audience ideas taken from practicing storywriters, theorists, and critics, and coins
new terms and concepts that enrich our understanding of the field.

Robert Paul Lamb is professor of English at Purdue University and coeditor of A Companion to American
Fiction, 1865--1914. He was named the 2008 Indiana Professor of the Year by the Carnegie Foundation.

About the Author

Robert Paul Lamb is a professor of English at Purdue University and coeditor of A Companion to American
Fiction, 1865--1914. He was named the 2008 Indiana Professor of the Year by the Carnegie Foundation.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Rogers:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Art Matters: Hemingway, Craft, and the
Creation of the Modern Short Story book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Virginia McNally:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled Art
Matters: Hemingway, Craft, and the Creation of the Modern Short Story the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get before. The Art Matters: Hemingway, Craft, and the Creation of the
Modern Short Story giving you a different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your
body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try
this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?



Russell Fielder:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Art Matters: Hemingway, Craft, and the
Creation of the Modern Short Story is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy
often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

David Gaiter:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Art Matters: Hemingway, Craft, and
the Creation of the Modern Short Story can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one
book you have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Art Matters:
Hemingway, Craft, and the Creation of the Modern Short Story.
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